
Notes of the Weardale Area Action Partnership 
Board Meeting – 11th November 2021  
 

Online Microsoft Teams 
 

 
ATTENDEES 
 

Board Members  
 
Public Representatives:  Joan Warriner (JW) 

Richard Lawrie (RL) 
Will Wearmouth (WW) 

 
Partner Representatives: Insp Ed Turner – Durham Constabulary (ET) – CHAIR  

Julian Haynes – Voluntary Sector Representative (JH)  
Damian Pearson – Believe Housing (DP) 
Edwin Craggs – County Durham and Darlington Fire and 
Rescue Service (EW) 

  
Elected Members:  Cllr Anita Savory (AS)  

Cllr Helen Barrass – Muggleswick Parish Council (HB) 
Cllr Alison Humble – Stanhope Parish Council (AHu) 
Cllr Olive Wilson – Witton-le-Wear Parish Council (OW) 
 

Officers 
 Angelina Maddison (AM)  
 Tracy Edwards (TE) 

Fiona Barber (FB) 
 

Presenters 
 Bill Lightburn – Durham County Council  
 Graham Wood - Durham County Council  

 
 
 

APOLOGIES 
 

Elected Representatives: Trish Chapman – Hunstanworth 
Cllr John Shuttleworth 
Cllr David Sugden – Wolsingham Parish Council 

 
Partner Representatives: Geoff Paul - Durham County Council 
 
Public Representatives: Kevin Roddam  

Adrian Holden  
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BOARD MEETING 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Introductions were made.  Apologies 
are recorded above. 

 

2. Declaration of Interest 
 

The Chair asked that Board members declare any interests as they arise on the 
agenda. 

 

3. Agreement of Notes from Board Meeting held on 9th September 2021 
and Matters Arising 

 

JH noted that his Declaration of Interest in the Stanhope Swimming Pool item had not 
been recorded – Action: WAP Team to amend the notes accordingly. 
 
With the above amendment made, the notes of this meeting, as printed and 
circulated, were AGREED and confirmed as a true record by those present.   
 

4. Presentation:  
Towns and Villages by Graham Wood (GW), Economic 
Development Manager. 

  
GW spoke about the Towns and Villages strategy which was developed in response 
to the issues and challenges being faced by communities. 

  
It contains five themes: 

• Strategic Investments 

• Housing and Community 

• Environment and Health 

• Built Environment 

• Transport and Connectivity 
 
 He spoke about projects in the Weardale area including the Weardale Railway and 

the Weardale Electrical Vehicle Accelerator (WEVA) project.  He acknowledged the 
central role the Weardale Action Partnership has played in the WEVA project.  He 
also spoke about early plans to develop Stanhope Town Hall. 

 
 The Weardale Action Partnership area has received £210,000 of Towns and Villages 

funding for projects to benefit the local community. 
 
 A copy of the presentation is held on file – for more information please email the 

WAP team at weardaleaap@durham.gov.uk  
 

The Chair commented that it was good to see such a large amount of funding coming 
into Weardale. 
 

mailto:weardaleaap@durham.gov.uk
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AM requested more information about the plans for Weardale Railway when they 
become available.  GW stated that the dialogue continues.  Consideration is being 
given as to how visitors can be encouraged to lengthen their stays in the area.  He 
also said that the aim is to tie the Railway’s offer into walking and destination offers 
in Weardale. 
 
GW stressed the importance of ensuring that everything works together, and 
attempts are made to align other programmed with the Towns and Villages funding 
to make the money stretch further.  It is hoped that by increasing the use of rural 
services will help to avoid the loss of any further facilities. 
 
OW queried the connection between the Weardale Railway and The Auckland 
Project.  GW explained that The Auckland Project bought the Weardale Railway last 
year and now manage it.  Their plan is to increase services from Weardale and 
Bishop to Darlington and beyond.  A feasibility study will be undertaken. 
 
RL commented that the Weardale Railway is perceived locally as a top-down project 
and locals are sceptical.  There is a lack of consultation.  GW explained that there 
are stages that a project needs to go through.  The infrastructure is required first.  It 
is hoped that there is a significant increase in visitor numbers to Bishop Auckland 
and that some of these can be channelled into Weardale.  Visit County Durham will 
be working with accommodation providers in order to prepare them. 
 
RL also commented that Stanhope Town Hall is an eyesore.  GW explained that it 
had been on the market for a long time and that lack of parking is an issue.  He stated 
that some investment should be seen soon. 
 
The chair thanked GW for his presentation and stated that he looked forward to 
seeing the progress. 

 
5. Weardale Action Partnership Update  

 
Return to Office Update 
AM advised that the team are now back in Weardale working under a hybrid model 
which means that 3 days a week we are in the office, 2 days a week we work from 
home.  We are experiencing some connectivity issues in the office which hampers 
our ability to participate in online meetings.  AM reminded Board members that they 
are always welcome in the office – please just ring us beforehand to ensure someone 
is in the office that day. 
 
Federation of Community Groups 
AM explained that as an AAP we are unable to fund ourselves to deliver projects.  
AM proposed working with local CICs, community groups and associations to bring 
them together once or twice a year to share good practice.  By bringing them together 
into one Federation, funding could be provided for wider reaching projects. 
The Board asked AM to continue to look at this proposal and develop it further. 

 
Development of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points 
AM spoke about the new EV charging points in Stanhope.  She noted that there had 
been some controversy surrounding the installation but shared that this was mostly 
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due to lag time between the initial project discussions and project delivery.  These 
charging points were installed with WEVA money and had strict criteria as to where 
they could be sited.  More charging points will be installed in the coming months in 
Stanhope. 
 
AM mentioned that businesses and accommodation providers are looking for 
assistance with installing charging points.  AM sought the Boards permission to 
develop this project idea further which the Board granted. 

 

6. Covid Recovery – Area Budget 2021-22 Overview  
 
AM reminded the Board of the funding streams available and of the necessity to have 
allocated the Covid Recovery funding by December 2021.  AM thanked Board 
members for their comments and queries when considering Expressions of Interest 
applications.  She shared how these insights help the team to strengthen and 
streamline applications 
 
Towns and Villages Funding - £210,000 
 
AM talked the Board through the projects which are being considered for Towns and 
Villages funding. 
 
ANPR Cameras 
Additional information regarding this project has been received and the applicant has 
been invited to submit an online application.  Once received this will be circulated to 
Board Members for approval.   
 
This project works in conjunction with Teesdale AAP and 3Towns AAP.  Our element 
of the project is further ahead.   
 
AM advised Board members that Cllr Anita Savory will be allocating some funding 
from her Neighbourhood Budget. 
 
2 Views from a Thicket 
AM reflected that initially this project may not have been fully understood.  She 
reminded Board members that the project included the construction of a walkers 
shelter as well as a programme of community development and volunteering 
sessions.   
 
AM advised that a potential source of additional funding has been identified from the 
Cowie Foundation which is looking at projects along the length of the Weardale Way.  
A site meeting has been arranged at Harehope Quarry to look at the project in more 
detail. 
 
All Saints Trail Pilgrimage Centre – HB declared an interest 
A site meeting has been arranged to look at this project in greater detail and to look 
at ways of attracting additional funding. 
 
Weardale Museum 
A site meeting has been arranged to determine the requirements of the project. 
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Stanhope Community Centre 
This Expression of Interest has been withdrawn due to the length of the process. 
 
Stanhope Open Air Swimming Pool – JH declared an interest 
This is a large-scale project to protect the pool’s long-term future.  One meeting has 
already taken place.  Levelling up money has been mentioned but no details have 
been forthcoming.   
 
HB asked if it was clear who the land belongs to – JH advised that this has been 
confirmed by the High Court in London.  AM stated that other options are also being 
consideration – including relocation of the pool.   
 
JH confirmed that due to there only being 2 years remaining on the lease, they are 
currently unable to access funding.   
 
AM advised Board members that although there are still a lot of questions, Bill 
Lightburn’s background is in Sports and Leisure and will help the project to move 
forward using his expertise. 
 
JH spoke about visitor surveys which have identified the pool as a visitor attraction 
for people who come to Weardale.  People will travel from all over the North of 
England to spend time at the pool with their family. 
 
Covid Recovery Funding - £100,000 

 
Opportunities for Enrichment, £23,110 – Project Complete 
There has been a slight underspend on the transport element of this project and this 
will be returned in due course. 
 
AM advised that a report into this project is being prepared and will be submitted to 
Board members at a future meeting.   
 
Weardale Sports Apprentices, £61,179 – Undergoing Appraisal  
Potentially some of this funding may be returned depending on the age of the 
applicants and their pay scale. 
 
Low Barns, £10,800 – Undergoing Appraisal 
 
Walking Hockey and Walking Netball, Durham Dales Hockey £7,049 – 
Undergoing Appraisal 
Some issues have been identified and work is underway to resolve these. 
 

Budget fully allocated with an overspend of £2,138 
 
Area Budget Funding - £100,000 
 
Eastgate Christmas Lights, £21,474 – Project Underway 
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AM reminded Board members that they are welcome to attend the switch on event 
for the Eastgate Christmas Lights and looks forward to receiving feedback. 
 
Weardale Accessible Support Service, Citizen’s Advice, £9,635 (Area Budget) + 
£10,000 (Welfare Reform) – Undergoing Appraisal 
 
AM advised that a report is currently being prepared to share the current work of our 
Rural Advice Worker. 
 
Fire Cadets and Tri-Responder Training, £8,150 – Requires Board Approval 
EC and ET declared an interest.  (DW and Cllr JS declared an interest via email 
prior to the meeting.) 
EC spoke about the Fire Cadets programme and explained how the uniform and 
protective kit rules mean that no items can be passed onto another person. 
 
The Tri-responder training sessions will initially take place at the Fire Station but will 
move out to community venues once underway. 
 
It was suggested that once the new uniforms arrive, Board members could visit a 
session to meet the cadets and learn about what they do. 
 

The Board APPROVED the application.   
No additional comments made in the meeting.  

 
A Close-Knit Community, £5,963 – Requires Board Approval – No Declarations 
of Interest 
Originally a knitting project, it developed into the provision of family and community 
activities.  The group is now constituted – a condition suggested by the Task Group.  
There have been some queries regarding the cost of the wool – these have been 
raised with the group to see if there are any savings to be made.   
 
AM spoke about the way in which knitting these blankets is helping older people who 
may be isolated or vulnerable and enjoy knitting and being of service to others.  Public 
Health have been supportive of this project due to the mental health benefit to the 
knitters.  AM advised that some of the blankets which have already been created 
have been donated to Crosshill Nursing home and are in use by their residents. 
 

The Board APPROVED the application.   
No additional comments made in the meeting.  

 
Witton-le-Wear Youth Club - £3,598 (+£9,902 Youth Fund) – Requires Board 
Approval – No Declarations of Interest 

 
AM explained that Witton-le-Wear Youth Club is managed by Deaf Hill Ward 
Regeneration Partnership to enable fully qualified and insured staff are running it.   
 

The Board APPROVED the application.   
No additional comments made in the meeting.  
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Welfare Reform Funding - £10,000 
 
Weardale Accessible Support Service, Citizen’s Advice, £10,000 + £9,635 (Area 
Budget) – Undergoing Appraisal 
 
See above 
 

Budget fully allocated.  
Youth Fund - £9,902 
 

Witton-le-Wear Youth Club - £9,902 + £3,598 Area Budget – Requires Board 
Approval 
 
See above notes on previous page.  As noted, no declarations of interest. 
 
Older Peoples Social Isolation Fund - £25,000 
 
Community Wellness Coordinator, Weardale Community Partnership, £25,000 
– JH declared an interest. 
 

The Board APPROVED the application. 
No additional comments made in the meeting.  

 
Expressions of Interest 
 
Cowshill Home Working Hub – AHu declared an interest 
 
Residents of Cowshill have identified that some of their community are feeling a bit 
lonely or isolated due to working from home.  The original scope of the project didn’t 
meet the funding threshold and so a suggestion was made to provide 2 laptops in 
order to provide equipment should members of a household be sharing computers.  
A number of Board members had queried the necessity of laptops.  AM suggested 
that the group could purchase 1 laptop and then gauge the need before buying the 
second one.  AM reassured Board members that all appropriate protection/virus 
software would be required to be installed.   
 
DP stated that sometimes with a project we just have to take ‘a punt’ and see what 
happens.  AM agreed and shared that if the project doesn’t work there are ways of 
reclaiming unused funding. 
 
AM also shared that South West Durham Enterprise Agency are keen on the project 
and are offering a person to support small and medium size businesses.  This may 
have the potential for future developments. 
 

The Board requested the project move to full application.   
 
Music at the Heart of Teesdale 
AM advised that the WAP team have been working alongside Teesdale Action 
Partnership on this application as it was under the funding threshold so combined it 
with the rural communities of Teesdale.  This not only strengthens links between the 
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two areas but also helps to avoid any duplication of funding request.  TE clarified that 
the WAP element of funding is slightly higher than the TAP element due to the 
professionals involved. 
 
OW queried where the additional funding has been found.  AM & TE explained that 
some funding had come from the Arts Council but that the majority was savings 
created by streamlining the costs. 

 
The Board requested the project move to full application.   

 
Frosterley Village Hall 
Currently under the minimum threshold for funding. 
 
Weardale WordFest 
Group are in the process of completing the application. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Budget 2021-22 Overview  
 
Cllr Savory Neighbourhood Budget 
• Running Costs and Referee provision - Wolsingham Football Club – with 

Appraisal team 
• Benches in Wolsingham – Durham County Council – with Appraisal team 
• Rights of Way Improvements - Wolsingham Wayfarers – with Appraisal team 
 
Cllr Savory Neighbourhood Budget - Small Grants Fund Element 
• Transport to RHS Flower Show – Weardale Flower and Garden Club 
• Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch – Wolsingham School 

 
Cllr AS explained that the Seniors lunch is open to all elderly members of Weardale.  
Community Transport is used to bring them to the school.  All who attend get so much 
from attending the event. 

 
Cllr Savory Neighbourhood Budget – Towns and Villages Element 
• ANPR Cameras – Durham Police (In Development) 

 
AM advised that Cllr Shuttleworth has a number of ideas in the pipeline although no 
applications have come forward at this point. 

 

7. Countywide Partner Issues 
 
DP mentioned the Believe Housing Capital Grant of up to £20,000.  Applications 
close on 5th December and forms can be obtained via their website  
https://www.believehousing.co.uk/in-your-neighbourhood/believe-housing-
community-grants/  
 
Durham County Council’s Leisure Consultation closes tomorrow – details had been 
circulated with the agenda. 
 
AM advised that applications for Fun and Food Christmas funding were open and 
close on Monday 15th November.   

https://www.believehousing.co.uk/in-your-neighbourhood/believe-housing-community-grants/
https://www.believehousing.co.uk/in-your-neighbourhood/believe-housing-community-grants/
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8. Dates and Times of Future Meetings 
 

The Chair thanked the team on behalf of the Board for their professionalism.  He 
thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
 
The next Board meeting will take place on Thursday 9th December, 6:00pm 
 
 


