
Notes of the Weardale Area Action Partnership 
Board Meeting – 14th October 2021  
 

Online Microsoft Teams 
 

ATTENDEES 
 

Board Members  
 
Public Representatives:  Adrian Holden (AH) 

Richard Lawrie (RL) 
Lindsay Warren (LW) 

 
Partner Representatives: Insp. Ed Turner – Durham Constabulary (ET)  

Julian Haynes – Voluntary Sector Representative (JH)  
Damian Pearson – Believe Housing (DP) 
Geoff Paul - Durham County Council (GP) 

  
Elected Members:  Cllr Anita Savory (AS) – CHAIR 

Cllr John Shuttleworth (JS) 
Cllr Helen Barrass – Muggleswick Parish Council (HB) 
 

Officers 
 Angelina Maddison (AM)  
 Tracy Edwards (TE) 

Fiona Barber (FB) 
 

Members of the Public 
 Janet Matthews 
 Adrian Smith 

 
 
 
 

APOLOGIES 
 

Elected Representatives: Trish Chapman – Hunstanworth 
Cllr Alison Humble – Stanhope  

 
Partner Representatives: Dan Wootton – County Durham and Darlington Fire and 

Rescue Service 
 
Public Representatives: Kevin Roddam  
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BOARD MEETING 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Introductions were made.  Apologies 
are recorded above. 

 

2. Declaration of Interest 
 

The Chair asked that Board members declare any interests as they arise on the 
agenda. 

 

3. Agreement of Notes from Board Meeting held on 9th September 2021 
and Matters Arising 

 

The notes of this meeting, as printed and circulated, were AGREED and confirmed 
as a true record by those present.  No ‘Matters Arising’ were identified. 
 

4. Weardale Action Partnership Update  
 
Summer Sensation Report 
AM drew the Board’s attention to the report supplied prior to the meeting which gave 
an account of the Summer Sensation project which took place during the school 
summer holidays.  AM emphasised the following points: 
 

• Over 1 tonne of produce was delivered over the three sessions 

• Access to the project was available to those in receipt of Free School Meals 
(FSM) and those who are not but who may be facing other challenges. 

• In order to achieve this parity, two sets of funding were utilised – Fun with Food 
and Area Budget. 

• 150 places were available – all were filled.  Unfortunately, some latecomers to 
the project had to be turned away.  All participants and those who were unable 
to participate this time were given the opportunity to sign up to our mailing list 
to ensure they would get notifications of any future projects. 

• Priority given to those in receipt of Free School Meals – this was handled 
sensitively by the Weardale schools. 

• Activity sessions were successful. 
o Positive feedback about the Gruffalo Trail and Wellness walk at 

Hamsterley Forest 
o Durham Wildlife Trust sessions worked well – particularly extending the 

offer to sites in Weardale and not just Low Barns. 

• AM asked the Board to have a look at the comments received from parents 
and children at the back of the report. 

 
LW shared that she had called into the hall and thought that the project was great.  
There were bags and bags of food being prepared and the activity bags were great 
too.  She relayed how this project was well received by people. 
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AS commented that she had also called into the hall during the project and she had 
seen how well run the project was – a military operation – well organised and well-
coordinated. 
 AM advised the Board that the model for this project has been shared with other 
AAPs. 
 
Agricultural Show Consultation Report 
All three Agricultural Shows were very well attended.  AM and TE consulted with a 
large number of attendees and sought their views on what is being done well in 
Weardale as well as what else is needed.  The main findings were that people wanted 
to see: 

• activities for children and young people  

• projects that enhanced the natural environment (e.g. walking) 

• activities and groups for all ages 

• electric car charging points 
 

There was also a lot of praise for existing facilities in Weardale – in particular the 
Recreation Ground in Wolsingham. 
 
The Board considered the issue of electric car charging points.  GP stated that there 
are national government targets with regard to electric cars.  It is a national issue that 
adequate infrastructure is in place to facilitate this.  Therefore, any input made by the 
WAP needs to be coordinated with the county, regional and national plans. 
 
AM reported that she had recently attended a meeting of the Weardale Visitor 
Network (WVN).  Members had raised a concern that users of their accommodation 
were using three-point plugs to charge their electric cars overnight as there are no 
available charging points.  Accommodation providers are consequently losing 
revenue as this way of charging cars is very expensive.  AM advised that she is 
looking into specific avenues of support to address this problem. 
 
AM referred to some additional consultation undertaken at the Shows on behalf of a 
professor from Newcastle University. He has been commissioned by DEFRA to 
research the Agricultural Shows – to find out why people go and what they spend 
their money on.  Assisting in this research helped to publicise the work of the WAP 
and create links with DEFRA. 
 
JS shared that after so long spent indoors, people were keen to get out and the 
weather definitely helped to encourage people to attend the shows. 
 
Return to Office Update 
AM advised that the team would be back in the office from next week.  Going forward, 
the team will be working under a hybrid model which combines working from home 
and working from the office.  AM reassured Board members that the team is always 
available for contact via email or telephone. 

 

5. Covid Recovery – Area Budget 2021-22 Overview  
 
AM reminded the Board of the funding streams available and of the necessity to have 
allocated the Covid Recovery funding by December 2021.   
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AM spoke about the work of Linda Pearson our Rural Advice Worker who is funded 
via the Welfare Reform Budget.  In the past three months, Linda has helped residents 
of Weardale to access a substantial amount of unclaimed benefits.  AM confirmed 
that Linda assists people with issues concerning Universal Credit.  She also advised 
that she looks at benefits for older residents as well as assisting people who have 
been impacted by the furlough scheme coming to an end.  She and Lisa, the 
Community Wellness Coordinator, work closely together and so often the most 
vulnerable residents of Weardale are receiving this help which can be life changing.  
AM stated that Linda will attend a future Board meeting to share a bit more about her 
role and the successes seen in Weardale. 
 
Towns and Villages Funding 
 
AM reminded Board members that the aim of this funding is to look at larger ‘legacy’ 
projects for the area.  The following projects have either completed an Expression of 
Interest or had a meeting with the Towns and Villages Community Development 
Project Officer.   
 

• Northern Saints Trail, Muggleswick All Saints - HB declared an interest. 

• 2 Views from a Thicket, Harehope Quarry 

• Weardale Museum 

• ANPR Cameras 

• Stanhope Community Centre 

• Killhope 

• Weardale Open Air Swimming Pool - JH declared an interest.  
 
Further details regarding these projects can be found in the notes from the Task 
Group meeting supplied to Board members.  All information received by the WAP 
team has now been passed onto the Towns and Villages team for their attention. 
 
Covid Recovery Funding 
 
Opportunities for Enrichment, £23,110 – Project Underway 
All Weardale primary school pupils attended Weardale Adventure Centre for a day of 
outdoor activities including river adventures, crate stacking, high ropes and trust falls.   
 
The activities were chosen to help encourage teamwork after missing so many 
months of normal schooling. 
 
Children were supported by members of the Adventure Centre Team which includes 
some staff who completed apprenticeships funded by the Weardale Action 
Partnership a few years ago. 
 
Children from Wolsingham Primary School had written thank you letters to the WAP 
Board and extracts of these were shared with Board members.   
 
AS shared that she had been approached by a number of parents who had praised 
the project which the children had really enjoyed. 
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AH stated that he had attended a session as an observer and said that in his opinion 
it was money well spent. 
 
LW commented that initially it had felt like quite a lot of money but seeing the impact 
it has had on the children is great.  She asked if the project has the potential to be 
repeated in the future. 
 
Weardale Sports Apprentices, £61,179 – Undergoing Appraisal  
(This application has been previously circulated to Board members via email for their 
approval.  Board member responses received consisted of 14 Approvals and 1 
Unsupported - this exceeded quorate requirements.)   
 
Funding for 2x Sports Apprentices and 1x Development Worker to train them.  
Apprentices will be Weardale residents.  AM advised that all previous apprentices 
funded by WAP secured permanent employment following their apprenticeships.  The 
funding also provides £5,000 available to deliver sport opportunities not normally 
available in Weardale e.g. accessing an ice rink. 
 
Low Barns, £10,800 – Requires Board Approval 
Promoting opportunities and encouraging Weardale residents to volunteer at Low 
Barns Nature Reserve by offering training, learning, support and friendship.   
 
This application had been circulated to Board members via email prior to the Board 
meeting.  Board members APPROVED the application. 
 
Walking Hockey and Walking Netball, Durham Dales Hockey £7,049 – Requires 
Board Approval 
Walking hockey and walking netball sessions in Weardale with an aim of addressing 
issues surrounding social isolation.  AM advised that this is a popular concept with 
over-subscription being a concern.  She advised that there is scope for the Sports 
Apprentices to be involved in the group to give them experience of working with 
different age groups.   
 
This application had been circulated to Board members via email prior to the Board 
meeting.  Concerns regarding hire costs were raised by Board members – AM 
advised that discussions are taking place to try to secure more favourable terms.  
Board members APPROVED the application. 
 
Area Budget Funding 
 
Eastgate Christmas Lights, £21,474 – Project Underway 
AM reported that the Eastgate Christmas Lights project is on schedule.  She advised 
that there is an open invitation to all Board members to attend the lights switch on.   
 
AM suggested that additional lighting requests will come forward in the future.  She 
advised that any schemes of this nature will need to utilise the DCC team as it is likely 
that it will be DCC infrastructure being used – e.g. lampposts. 
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Area Budget Funding and Welfare Reform Funding 
 
Weardale Accessible Support Service, Citizen’s Advice, £9,635 (Area Budget) + 
£10,000 (Welfare Reform) – Requires Board Approval 
 
This is a project which builds upon the extremely successful Rural Advice Worker 
project (discussed earlier in the meeting).  AM advised that the bid includes insurance 
and supervision costs in order to ensure quality provision. 
 
LW asked if the project will be able to address issues regarding increases to 
household fuel bills.  AM confirmed that this would fall into her scope however there 
is a dedicated Citizens Advice worker dealing with fuel costs and DCC may be 
receiving additional funding to help to address this.  The aim will be to ensure that all 
of these sources will work together to assist residents of Weardale. 
 
GP questioned the sustainability of the project and asked what the future plans are 
to continue delivery.  AM stated that the only way to get a dedicated worker for 
Weardale is to pay for it.  AM questioned whether an insistence on making the project 
sustainable would remove the charitable status of Citizens Advice.  GP acknowledge 
that this in itself is a form of sustainability. 
 
AH stated that this project is needed and it needs to continue in order to help people 
who aren’t able to help themselves. 
AS agreed stating that bus journeys, financial problems and lack of wraparound 
school care prevents people from accessing the service in Bishop Auckland.  This 
project gives real support to families and older members of the community.  She 
observed that a bit of extra help can be the difference between heating and eating. 
 
This application had been circulated to Board members via email prior to the Board 
meeting.  Board members APPROVED the application 
 
Older Peoples Social Isolation Fund 
 
Community Wellness Coordinator, Weardale Community Partnership, £25,000 
– Application in Development – JH declared an interest. 
A project to continue the exceptional work of the Community Wellness Coordinator 
(CWC) – currently Lisa Turnbull.  The role of the CWC is to work in partnership with 
the GP surgery and to visit vulnerable patients in a bid to ensure that they have 
access to the help and support that they need. 
 
JS commented that Lisa does a good job.  This sentiment was echoed by other Board 
members. 
 
Other projects in Development – Area Budget 
 
A number of other Expressions of Interest were received, and the Task Group have 
requested a full application to be completed for the following projects: 
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Empowering People 
Delivery of awareness, training and support for people in the Weardale area who are 
living with anxiety and self-esteem issues often due to abuse.  AM advised that DCC 
utilise Harbour for issues surrounding domestic abuse.  This project is an independent 
CIC.  AM has asked for her to work collaboratively with Public Health in order to 
progress with the application.  There is an option to open up to the Teesdale area if 
necessary to ensure adequate numbers. 
Witton-le-Wear Youth Club 
To build upon and continue a youth provision for young people aged 10-16 years in 
Witton-le-Wear. Based at the Community Centre which is central within the village 
and has since starting the session exceeded all expectations.  AM advised that there 
are ongoing discussions regarding hall hire costs however it is anticipated that this 
project should be available for circulation to Board members soon. 
 
Music at the Heart of Teesdale 
A folk music project.  Initial thoughts were that the costs seemed excessive.  Work is 
underway to look at possibility of merging the Teesdale and Weardale elements of 
the project to achieve economies of scale. 
 
Fire Cadets – Uniform – Cllr JS declared an interest 
To ensure all young people have the opportunity to become a cadet and are not 
disadvantaged by the purchase of starting/joining costs (uniform).  
 
Basic Life Support for Weardale Residents – Tri-Responders – Cllr JS declared 
an interest 
To promote safety within the community through awareness of CPR and resources 
to support training and emergency support.  Due to cost threshold for funding not 
being met it is suggested that this project is combined with the Fire Cadets project 
above. 
 
Frosterley Village Hall 
To provide items / work missed during the original refurbishment of the hall.  AM 
advised that the Task Group had not been happy with some of the request for funding.  
The WAP team have asked the Hall to double check the requests now that the 
building is operational to ensure nothing else has been missed. 
 
Weardale WordFest 
To secure the future of the Weardale WordFest, to ensure that it becomes a 
sustainable community organisation in its own right while retaining its character as a 
high quality, accessible cultural and social event.  AM advised that costings are 
currently being looked at. 
 
A Close-Knit Community 
To support the community to continue knitting projects that commenced during 
COVID by producing a knitted Christmas tree, having a celebratory Christmas event 
of Carol singing with a children’s lantern parade and to continue themed craft 
sessions throughout the coming year to enhance community integration and well-
being.  AM advised that this level of funding is a lot of money for a new group and 
consequently the group have been advised to become constituted in order to give 
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them a legal status.  The group are looking at other ways of delivering the Christmas 
2021 element of the project. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Budget 2021-22 Overview  
 
AM explained that the following Neighbourhood Budget applications had been 
provided to Board members for information only: 
 
Cllr Savory Neighbourhood Budget 
• Running Costs and Referee provision - Wolsingham Football Club  
• Benches in Wolsingham – Durham County Council  
• Rights of Way Improvements - Wolsingham Wayfarers  
 
Cllr Savory Neighbourhood Budget - Small Grants Fund Element 
• Transport to RHS Flower Show – Weardale Flower and Garden Club 

 
The Board were supportive of the above Neighbourhood Budget applications. 
 
Demesne Mill Handrail 
An update was provided on the installation of a handrail at Demesne Mill, Wolsingham 
which was made possible with funding of £2,000 from Cllr Savory’s Neighbourhood 
Budget (2020/21). 
 
AM advised that Cllr Shuttleworth has a number of ideas in the pipeline although no 
applications have come forward at this point. 

 

7. Countywide Partner Issues 
 
None raised. 
 

8. Dates and Times of Future Meetings 
 

Board - Thursday 11th November, 6:00pm 
 
Whilst meetings continue to be online for the time being, the Chair expressed her 
hope that Board meetings will soon be able to be face-to-face once more. 
 
The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance.  She commented on the exceptional 
work carried out by Linda and Lisa who are dealing with matters in confidence and 
building a growing level of trust in the community.  She encouraged Board members 
by reminding them that we are making such a difference in people’s lives.   
 
The Chair closed the meeting. 


