
 
  

Minutes of the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Area Action Partnership Board Meeting 

Thursday 21 October 2021 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 

Partner Representative  
Andy Palmer (AP) – Durham County Council 
Insp Peter Lonsdale (PL) - Durham Constabulary 
Lee Brown (LB) - County Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service 
Rachel Edmunds (RE) – Believe Housing - Chair 

 

Public Representative 
Fred Langley (FL) 
Tony Bird (TB) – Vice Chair  
Tracey Bellas (TBellas)  
Philippa May (PM) 

 

Elected Members 
Cllr Cathy Hunt (CH) – Elected Member  
Cllr Joanne Howey (JH) – Elected Member  
Cllr Samantha Townsend (ST) – Elected Member 

 

Presenters  
Joy Allen - (JA) Durham Police and Crime Commissioner - Durham Police and Crime Commissioner’s 
Office  
Vicky Booth - (VB) – Community Engagement Officer - Durham Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office  

 

Officers 
Andrew Walker - (APW) AAP Co-ordinator  
Sheilah Metcalfe - (SM) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Claire Craft - (CC) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Emma Walton - (EW) AAP Support Officer  
Peter Henderson, CDPO Towns and Villages Team - Durham County Council   
 

Apologies  
Tommy Taylor (TT) 
Bee Davidson (BD) – Business Representative  
Robert Milner – (RM) NHS County Durham CCG 
David McCreedy (DM) – Voluntary Sector Representative  
Peter Quinn (PQ) – Public Representative  



Andrew Coxon (AC) – Public Representative 
Cllr Shirley Quinn (SQ) – Elected Member – Vice Chair 
Cllr Charlie Kay (CK) – Elected Member  
Cllr Andrew Jackson (AJ) – Elected Member 
Graham Wood, Regeneration, Economy and Growth - Durham County Council  

 

Public / Other Attendees – 1  
 

A1. Introductions and apologies 
 

Introductions and apologies were made.  
 
Please see page 1 & 2 for attendees and apologies. 

 
RE explained the protocol for Microsoft Teams Meetings this included: 
 

• Attendees will be invited to speak by the Chair. 

• All participants should mute their microphone if they are not speaking.   

• Forum members were asked to turn their cameras off unless invited to speak by the Chair.  

• If attendees would like to speak this should be done by using the raise hand function or 
alternatively the chat function. Board members will be invited to speak first followed by 
members of the forum, where appropriate.  

• When finished speaking lower your hand and remute your microphone  
 

RE also welcomed and introduced Joy Allen (JA) and Vicky Booth (VB), Durham Police and Crime 
Commissioner’s Office and stated that due to the absence of Graham Wood, Durham County 
Council the Towns and Villages Revitalisation presentation has been deferred to the November 
Board meeting.  
 

A2. Agreement of minutes and matters arising from previous meeting held 23 September 2021 
 
The Board agreed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 

A3. Declaring an Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

A4. Local Neighbourhood Issues 
 

 

➢ Durham Police and Crime Commissioner - Draft Police and Crime Plan for 2021 – 24 

 
Board Members received a presentation from Joy Allen (JA), Durham Police Crime 
Commissioner on the draft Police and Crime Plan for 2021 – 24. JA gave an overview of the 
plan and the PCC’s Vision. Local consultation took place between Oct-Sept 2021 to identify the 
key priorities of the local community. The draft plan has been presented to the Police and Crime 
Panel and will be available to the public shortly.   
 
As a result of the consultation the top 5 priorities identified were ASB, drug use or dealing, fly 
tipping, speeding and vandalism.  JA highlighted the work that has taken place to address these 
issues by using the strategic priorities which are to prevent, protect, deter and pursue.  
 



The six key themes identified were safer communities, safer business, safer online, safer 
people, safer roads and a safer countryside.  

 
The Board made the following comments: 
 
CH raised the issue of the misuse of Nitroxide. JA stated she has been made aware this is an 
issue in the West Auckland area. JA highlighted the health-related issues with the misuse of this 
gas and stated that awareness needs to be raised. The misuse of Nitroxide has been raised at 
a national level and added to the draft plan.  

 
CH asked if there are any plans in place to encourage individuals to purchase a dash camera at 
a discounted rate. JA stated that dash cameras can help to reduce and detect crime. A 
campaign will run, on the lead up to Christmas, to encourage individuals to purchase a dash 
camera as a Christmas gift.  JA asked for the support of the AAP in promoting this campaign. 
When purchasing a dash camera JA encouraged people to make the purchase from local 
businesses. Work is also taking place into the recommended specifications required.  
 
ACTION: Once the campaign is launched the AAP to promote through their resources.  
 
FL stated that there is currently an issue of ASB in Shildon and asked if deterrents will be put in 
place. JA stated that ASB differs across the county and as part of the problem-solving approach 
data and intelligence is being collected to  
better understand ASB. The police are working collaboratively with other partner organisations 
to identify the localised issues.  In addition, discussions are taking place for funding to be 
allocated to councillors, the AAP and partner agencies to commission services, in order to 
develop a partnership approach, to address ASB.  
 
FL reported that there is currently CCTV in place in Shildon and asked if it is possible to train 
members of the public to access this CCTV to allow quicker access to the issues reported. JA 
stated that doorbell and dashboard cameras are a great source of information. However, it is 
unknown if members of the public can access the CCTV footage.  
 
ACTION: JA to feedback if trained members of the public can access the CCTV.  
 
TB stated that youth work provision is required in the Dene Valley area and suggested training 
people from their own villages to deliver youth provision. JA highlighted that AYCC are hoping 
to expand their youth provision service.  
 
ST gave an overview of some of the concerns being raised in the Shildon area. These include 
ASB, the barriers in place when providing CCTV to the police, young people throwing stones at 
moving vehicles, the fear of reporting crimes and criminal damage. JA stated that information 
can be reported anonymously through Crimestoppers and ‘Keep in the Know’. In addition, 
‘Fearless Crimestoppers’ is a project aimed at educating and empowering young people in 
reporting crime. The collection of data and intelligence is vital in supporting the police and their 
work.  
 
JA reported that in other AAP’s they have purchased drones and speed watch cameras to help 
support the work of the police. Drones and cameras provide support with tracking vehicles / off 
road bikes and helps to locate vulnerable / missing people etc. 
 
RE thanked JA for the presentation. 
 

A5. Priorities and Action Plans  
 



➢ Area Budget - Community / COVID 19 Recovery 

 
APW reminded the Board that for this year each AAP will pool their Area Budget, Older Person 
Social Isolation fund (OPSIF), Youth Fund, Community Recovery and Welfare Reform allocations 
to give a total fund available of £244,902. This figure has increased to £260,838 due to the 
reconciliation of a project underspend from a previous year. The underspend was from a capital 
project linked to the priority of physical activity and/or a sports related project. The funding will 
therefore be required to be realigned to a capital project addressing physical activity/ sports. Each 
AAP is permitted to carry forward Area Budget funding into 2022/23 if required, however 
£125,000 must be allocated this year. 
 
APW reported that following the approval of the brief and the agreement to put out a call for 

project, 30 applications were requested, and 17 applications were received to a total project value 

of £323,512.  Applications have been submitted from a wide range of organisations.  

With the support of the AAP team each application was assessed and considered by the funding 
panel who met on 13 October 2021. The panel made recommendations to support 11 projects, 
and these will be presented at the November Board meeting. As such attendance at this meeting 
is important. APW stated that if all projects are approved this will allocate 95% of the budget 
available.  
 
RE commented positively on some of the applications received.  
 
APW stated that all unsuccessful projects will be offered support by the AAP team where possible 

to find other funding opportunities.  

 

➢ Town and Village Revitalisation – Presentation  

 
Due to the absence of Graham Wood, Regeneration, Economy and Growth - Durham County 
Council the presentation has been deferred to the November Board meeting.  

 
APW provided an overview of the Towns and Villages funding. BASH AAP has an additional 

£210,000 funding to address the priority of Towns and Villages over the next 3 years.  Elected 

members have also received an additional £10,000 each to address Towns and Villages 

Revitalisation.  

The Towns and Village Revitalisation task group has met twice. At the meetings the task group 
discussed the key issues, gaps and the initial ideas/ projects for how BASH would consider the 
allocation of this funding once projects ideas have been developed. The next task group meeting 
will take place on Tuesday 7 December, 1pm.  
 
APW stated that Peter Henderson, CDPO Towns and Villages Team has met with the Town and 
Parish Councils and Elected Members to give an overview of the programme and the opportunity 
to consider potential projects. 

 
APW stated that previously each task group has had a Board member lead and asked if any 
board member would be interested in leading the Towns and Villages Revitalisation task group. 
JH volunteered. The Board AGREED for Cllr Joanne Howey to lead the Town and Village 
Revitalisation task group.   

 

➢ Holiday Activities with Healthy Food  

 



The Board were shown a video presentation of the Fun and Food projects supported Countywide 

throughout the Summer Holidays.  

SM provided an overview of the key countywide outcomes. This included: 

• 19,127 children and young people engaged with projects 

• 48% of FSM eligible children in Durham engaged with projects 

• 984 children had additional needs 

• 128 Projects (87 via AAP’s, 11 schools, 7 family centre hubs, 12 tendered providers 
and 11 leisure centres) 

• 243 community venues and 29 schools were delivery points/venues 

• 88% face to face provision and 12% remote provision 

• 2,100 Staying Active, Eating Healthy booklets were distributed. 

• 1,085 Free food parcels from the Vegetarian Society were distributed. 

• In the BASH AAP area 683 children and young people benefitted from this funding 

including 74 children with additional needs. 

 
To date BASH AAP has allocated £9,999.16, DFE funding, in the Easter Holidays and a further 

£35,153.32 in the Summer Holidays. This leaves a remaining balance of £14,792 for the 

Christmas Holiday period. The call for projects for the Christmas Holidays was launched on 

Monday 18th October 2021. Projects can take place from Friday 17th December 2021 until the 

school’s return. All fully completed applications and supporting documents must be received by 

12 noon on Monday 15 November 2021.Board members were encouraged to promote the 

funding available through their networks.  

In addition to the DFE funding BASH AAP also received £11,008 for the May and October half 

term holidays 2021 from DCC. To date BASH AAP has allocated £4,528.92 in the May Half term. 

The remaining £6,549.08 was available for the October Half term. Following a call for projects 7 

applications were received totalling approximately £12,000. SM stated that additional funding was 

secured via Durham County Council. Each application was assessed and considered by the 

funding panel who agreed to support the following projects: 

• St Andrews Primary School – October Half Term Holiday Club - £3,580 

• Woodhouse Close Church - Outing to Beamish Museum - £1,006 

• ATOM CIC – Halloween Fun - £795 

• King James 1 Academy – Multi sports Fun with Food project - £2,170 

• AYCC - AYCC October 2021 Half Term Project - £2,510 

• Shildon Town Council - £806 

• Dene Valley One Stop Shop – Fun Time Halloween - £900 

➢ Neighbourhood Budget 

 
The Board received the following Neighbourhood Budget application for information and 
comment. The project is subject to a full application and satisfactory project appraisal. 

 
- Seating Improvements, Durham County Council, Clean and Green  

NB Contribution – £1,500 (Cllr Rob Yorke)  

Match Funding - £0 

Total Cost - £0 

 

There were no comments from the Board.  



The Board received the application and APPROVED a recommendation of approval for 

the Neighbourhood Budget allocation of £1,500.  

A6. Coordinators Update 
 

➢ Public Rep Recruitment  

 
The Board currently has a town and parish rep vacancy. APW is working with the Town and 
Parish Councils to appoint a representative. 
 
In addition, Public Rep David Campbell has resigned from the Board and a number of public 
reps terms are coming to an end. As a result, recruitment for public reps will take place shortly.  
 
APW reminded the Board that they had previously agreed to extend the term of any public reps 
who reached the end of their 4 years during the lockdown period. It was agreed that at this 
meeting that any public reps who’s term was coming to an end be extended until the above 
mentioned recruitment process has been finalised.   
 

➢ AAP Countywide Funding  

 
APW reminded the Board that Durham County Council has a £300,000 to a Countywide Funding 
Pot to support projects that operate over multiple AAP areas and confirmed this funding is still 
available. All 14 AAP chairs are involved in overseeing this funding.  

 
APW reported that 3 priority themes for funding have now been identified. These include:  

 

• Mental Health – with a specific focus on young people’s mental health linked to the 
impact of the COVID pandemic 

• Employability  

• ASB with a focus on youth related ASB (including diversionary activities) 
 

➢ Office Return  

 
APW reported that in accordance with corporate guidance and policy, AAP teams are planning 
to return to their locality bases from the end of the month. In line with this guidance, it is planned 
that the team will implement a hybrid form of office/homeworking. Board meetings will remain on 
Teams however options are being explored for the recommencement of in person meetings.    

 

➢ F & P Scotto Trust  

 
APW reported that work continues to take place with the F & P Scotto Charitable Trust. The Trust 
has funded a further 4 projects to a value of approx. £25,000. A further 2 projects have been 
supported in the BASH AAP area with the remaining projects supported in a neighbouring AAP.  
 
To date 159 projects have been supported to the value of £1,127,192. 
 
Project ideas were welcomed however APW suggested an initial conversation with a member of 
the BASH AAP team before submitting a project proposal.  

 

➢ County Durham Bus Board 

 
APW notified the Board that a County Durham Local Bus Board has been established with the 
overarching aim to allow representatives from across County Durham to meet with bus 



operators’/ representatives to increase understanding between the parties involved. The County 
Durham Local Bus Board will not be a public meeting and will be by invitation only. It is expected 
that there will be a representative from each of the 14 Area Action Partnerships. APW asked the 
Board for a volunteer to sit on the Board and represent BASH AAP. ST volunteered. The Board 
AGREED for Cllr Samantha Townsend to represent BASH AAP on the County Durham Bus 
Board.  

 

A7. Countywide Partner Issues  
 

➢ Police / PACT Update 

 
Insp Peter Lonsdale gave an update on the main priority issues for the BASH area. 

 

• The main focus has been on mental health, particularly with elderly people. This has 

taken a lot of police time. 

 

• ASB has decreased in Bishop Auckland in the last month. 

 

• Work is taking place to tackle organised crime groups with two drug raids taking place 

this week. The Police will continue to address this issue. 

 

• The recent Police Facebook post detailing the good work of two PCSO’s who detained 

a wanted man has received a very positive response from the public.  

 

• Violence against girls/women - The Police have work to do to ensure girls/women feel 

safe. Work is currently taking place with the safeguarding team. 

 

• In terms of the CCTV issue raised by FL, PL informed the Board that the control room 

at Chilton can be actively viewed by the Police. FL commented that the bottleneck is 

the inefficiency of the 101 service. PL urged everyone to persist with this and added 

that background work is taking place to rectify the issues raised with regards to the 101 

service.  

 

• The Police have attended three secondary schools to talk about the dangers of 

fireworks. The schools visited were St John’s, Bishop Barrington and King James. In 

addition to this, work is taking place around bonfire crime with children in years 9, 10 

and 11. 

 

The Board made the following comments: 

 

FL stated that he is surprised ASB is decreasing and added that this is not the case in Shildon. FL 

asked if it is possible to confirm the ages of the children who continue to throw stones at cars and 

added that this is causing resentment in the town. The hot spot area is close to the takeaways. PL 

said he does not cover Shildon but will look into this when he covers the area next week. PL added 

that Sgt Dan Lake will be covering this area in Sgt Alex Clark’s absence and he will ensure the 

message is passed on. PL added that work needs to take place with the parents of these children 

to ensure they take some ownership but is doubtful that they will be able to change the ASB laws. 

 

JH passed on her thanks to PL and his team and stated that they have been brilliant and very 

approachable. JH added that she also really appreciated the help from Insp Sarah Honeyman.  



 

A8. Date / Time / Venue for next Board Meeting  
 

RE thanked Board and Forum members for attending the meeting.  
 
Thursday 18 November 2021, 4pm – 5.30pm, Microsoft Teams 

 
 
 
 

 


