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Minutes of the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Area Action Partnership Board 
Meeting 

Thursday 20 January 2022 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 

Partner Representative  
Andy Palmer (AP) – Durham County Council 
Insp Peter Lonsdale (PL) - Durham Constabulary 
Rachel Edmunds (RE) – Believe Housing - Chair 
Steven Robson (SR) – Business Representative  
David McCreedy (DM) – Voluntary Sector Representative  
 

Public Representative 
Tony Bird (TB) – Vice Chair  
Peter Quinn (PQ) 
 

Elected Members 
Cllr Cathy Hunt (CH) – Elected Member  
Cllr Samantha Townsend (ST) – Elected Member 
Cllr Shirley Quinn (SQ) – Elected Member – Vice Chair 
Cllr Andrew Jackson (AJ) – Elected Member 
 

Officers 
Andrew Walker - (APW) AAP Co-ordinator  
Claire Craft - (CC) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Emma Walton - (EW) AAP Support Officer  
Peter Henderson, CDPO Towns and Villages Team - Durham County Council   

 

Apologies  
Tommy Taylor (TT) 
Sheilah Metcalfe - (SM) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Andrew Coxon (AC) – Public Rep  
Philippa May (PM) – Public Rep  
Fred Langley (FL) – Public Rep  
Cllr Joanne Howey (JH) – Elected Member  
Lee Brown (LB) - County Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service 
Robert Milner – (RM) NHS County Durham CCG 
Tracey Bellas (TBellas) – Public Rep  
Cllr Charlie Kay (CK) – Elected Member  
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Public / Other Attendees – 3 
 

A1. Introductions and apologies 
 

Introductions and apologies were made.  
 
Please see page 1 & 2 for attendees and apologies. 

 
RE explained the protocol for Microsoft Teams Meetings this included: 
 

• Attendees will be invited to speak by the Chair. 

• All participants should mute their microphone if they are not speaking.   

• Forum members were asked to turn their cameras off unless invited to speak 

by the Chair.  

• If attendees would like to speak this should be done by using the raise hand 
function or alternatively the chat function. Board members will be invited to 
speak first followed by members of the forum, where appropriate.  

• When finished speaking lower your hand and remute your microphone  
 

APW welcomed and introduced Steve Robson, South Durham Enterprise Agency to 
the BASH Board, as a partner representative.  
 
APW informed the Board of the passing Cllr Mark-Idwal Roberts. The Board and 
BASH team passed on their condolence to his family.   
 
APW stated he had writing to and had thanked Bee Davidson, Partner 
Representative on behalf of the BASH Board.   
 
APW informed the Board that due to apologies from public reps the meeting is not 
quorate however no decisions are required so business should not be affected.  
 

A2. Agreement of minutes and matters arising from previous meeting held 16 
December 2021 

 
The Board agreed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 

A3. Declaring an Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
APW stated that some Board members, who are also project leads, will be providing 
a project update at tonight meeting.  
 

A4. Local Neighbourhood Issues 
 

➢ Durham County Council – Budget Consultation  

 
Board members received a presentation from Andy Palmer, Head of 
Transformation, Planning and Performance – Durham County Council on the 
2022/23 County Council Revenue Budget Consultation.  AP gave an overview of 
the following: 
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• Council Budget and Council Tax Position 

• 2022/23 Council Budget Current Position / Considerations 

• The risks and issues  

• 2022/23 to 2025/26 Medium Term Financial Plan. 
 

AP stated that the Budget report will be presented to Cabinet on 9 February 2022. 
The Cabinet report will then be presented to Full Council on 23 February 2022 
where budget approval and council tax for 2022/23 will be sought. 

Following AP’s presentation, the Board were encouraged to feedback their 

comments on the following question: 

What is the AAP view on balancing the 2022/23 forecast budget shortfall from 
council tax increases vs reductions in services or one off use of reserves which 
would increase the savings required in 2023/24? 

The Board made the following comments: 
 

CH asked if the adult and social care costs include employee wages? AP 
confirmed employee wages are included in the figures provided.  
 
SR asked how business rates will be affected?  AP stated that business rates are 
set by government and not by the County Council. Business rates are collected 
by the council, these are then sent to the government, after which funds are 
redistributed by the Council.  
 
SQ commented positively on the budget decisions made by the Council in these 
difficult times.  
 
A forum member asked if there are any proposals in the pipeline for the Council 
to change the welfare assistance it provides? AP stated there are no proposed 
changes in place and the council will continue to provide 100% council tax relief 
to those eligible. Grants have been available throughout the pandemic to provide 
free school meal vouchers and business support etc.  These schemes continue 
to be available.  
 
The presentation was welcomed and well received by the Board.  
 
The Board discussed the budget shortfall from council tax increases vs reductions 
in services or a one off use of reserves.  
 
TB supported a 3% council tax increase and also agreed that services should not 
be reduced and that reserves should not be used. This was echoed by CH, SQ 
and SR.  
 
APW stated that the feedback received from tonight meeting will be collated and 
form part of the cabinet report.  
 
RE thanked AP for the presentation. 

 

A5. Priorities and Action Plans  
 



4 | P a g e  
 

➢ Area Budget - Community / COVID 19 Recovery 

 
APW reminded the Board that at the November Board meeting they agreed to 
approve £244,237 Area Budget funding to 11 projects as identified in the Board 
report.   
 
The team have been working on each application. To date 2 applications have 
received offer letters, 5 applications have been submitted for appraisal, with the 
remaining 4 applications in development.  

 
As each project will be at various stages of development, regular updates will be 

provided to the Board. Project leads will be invited to future Board meeting to 

provide an update on the funding received.  

APW highlighted that South Durham Enterprise Agency (SDEA) received 

£18,863 Area Budget for the Pandemic Business Recovery Grant project. This 

project is a joint project with Spennymoor AAP.  In addition to Area Budget the 

project has also received funding from both AAP’s Councillor’s Neighbourhood 

Budget and Community Led Local Development (CLLD).  

   

APW invited Steve Robson to give an overview of the project which was 

approved by the Board in November 2021.  

SR stated that the project will create a small business Pandemic Recovery/ 

Restart Grant aimed residents of both the BASH AAP and Spennymoor AAP 

area. Grants are available to support businesses in the to recover, grow or 

sustain their operations and will be eligible for capital and revenue purchases. 

SR thanked BASH AAP and elected members for the support received in the 

development of the project.  

CH asked how the project will be advertised. SR stated the project has just 

started and will be promoted through social media and face-to-face referrals. SR 

stated that the team will be looking to work directly with elected members and 

other partners.  

APW suggested inviting staff involved in the programme to a future Board 

meeting.  

➢ Town and Village Revitalisation   

 
APW reported that BASH AAP has an additional £210,000 funding to address the 

priority of Towns and Villages over 3 years.  Elected members have also received 

an additional £10,000 each to address Town and Villages Revitalisation.  

A number of meetings have taken place with partners and elected members to 

discuss potential projects.  

The next task group meeting will take place on Tuesday 8 February 2022 at 1pm. 
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Board members were encouraged to attend the Towns and Village Revitalisation 

task group. 

 

➢ Holiday Activities with Healthy Food  

 
APW reminded the Board that a further £50k across all 14 AAP’s has been 

secured from Public Health to deliver holiday activities with healthy food over the 

February Half term 2022.  Funding was allocated to each AAP based on FSM 

numbers in each area. BASH AAP was allocated £5,732. Applicants could apply 

for amounts over £500. Following a call for projects 6 applications were received 

to a value of over £12,000. 

APW stated that Public Health has been approached for additional funding.  APW 

also suggested exploring other funding opportunities such as Believe Housing 

and Elected Members.  

Each application will be assessed and considered by the funding panel who will 

meet on Thursday 27 January 2022, 10.30am.  An update will be provided at the 

next Board meeting.  

If any Board members would like to attend the funding panel, they should inform 

a member of the BASH team. 

APW reminded the Board that a further 6 projects were supported to deliver 

holiday activities with healthy food during the Christmas Holidays.  

TB and DM gave a brief overview of the delivery of holiday activities over the 
Christmas period at Dene Valley Community Partnership and AYCC. 

 
CH commented positively on the delivery of holiday activities across the BASH 

AAP area during the School Holidays.  

DM suggested a more coordinated approach to HAHF funding. This will help 

support organisations in making the best use of the funding available.   

ACTION: APW to feedback DM comment to the Fun and Food team.  

 

A6. Coordinators Update 
 

➢ Public Rep Recruitment  

 

The BASH AAP are currently recruiting for public representatives. The vacancies 

have been advertised and suitable candidates will be recruited in due course. 

The closing date for applications is 5pm, Friday 21 January 2022. APW reported 

that to date 8 applications have been sent with 4 completed applications been 

received.  

APW reported that informal interviews will take place on Wednesday 2 February 

2022 at 9.30am. The interview panel consists of the Chair and Vice Chairs and 

asked if any Board members would like to support the interview process. If so, 

please contact a member of the BASH team. 
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AP and DM volunteered to support the interview panel.  

➢ BASH Office  

 
APW reported that AAP teams will be returning to the office in accordance with 
corporate guidance.  Currently the BASH AAP team are continuing to work from 
home. The team remains contactable and continue to offer ongoing support.  
 

➢ Future Board Meetings 

 
The Board were provided with a list of future Board dates for 2022/23.  
 
APW stated that when meetings return to face-to-face, dates, venue and timings 
of the meetings will be reviewed.  
 
ACTION: BASH AAP Team to send invites to the Board.  

 

A7. Countywide Partner Issues  
 

➢ Believe Housing  

 
RE informed the Board that large community revenue grants of between £5,000 and 

£10,000 are available through Believe Housing. The closing date for applications is 

Friday 18 February. In addition, community funding grants of up to £500 will be available 

for community groups, schools or community organisations to help support the 

communities. Further details in relation to the funding are available via the 

website: https://www.believehousing.co.uk/in-your-neighbourhood/believe-

housing-community-grants/ 

 

➢ Police / PACT Update 

 
Insp Peter Lonsdale gave an update on the main priority issues for the BASH 
area. 

 

• There was no increase in crime rates over the Christmas period. 

• The impact of COVID on the service and its delivery is reducing.  

• A recruitment process for officers and PSCO’s is now live. 

• ASB continues to be a priority across the County. TB highlighted the 

issues of ASB in the Dene Valley area.  

• There have been several drug warrants that have taken place across the 

BASH AAP area. 

• Due to the increase in COVID cases PACT meetings will return to taking 
place online.  

• The police force is currently going through a restructure.  

 

A forum member stated that there appears to be an increase in damage at Bus 

stops. PL stated this would be classed as criminal damage and linked to ASB.  

 

A8. Date / Time / Venue for next Board Meeting  
 
RE thanked Board and Forum members for attending the meeting.  

https://www.believehousing.co.uk/in-your-neighbourhood/believe-housing-community-grants/
https://www.believehousing.co.uk/in-your-neighbourhood/believe-housing-community-grants/
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Thursday 17 February 2022, 4pm, Microsoft Teams 

 
 
 
 

 


