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Minutes of the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Area Action Partnership Board 
Meeting 

Thursday 18 November 2021 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 

Partner Representative  
Andy Palmer (AP) – Durham County Council 
Insp Peter Lonsdale (PL) - Durham Constabulary 
Lee Brown (LB) - County Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service 
Rachel Edmunds (RE) – Believe Housing - Chair 
David McCreedy (DM) – Voluntary Sector Representative  
 

Public Representative 
Fred Langley (FL) 
Tony Bird (TB) – Vice Chair  
Philippa May (PM) 
Peter Quinn (PQ)  
 

Elected Members 
Cllr Cathy Hunt (CH) – Elected Member  
Cllr Charlie Kay (CK) – Elected Member  
Cllr Joanne Howey (JH) – Elected Member  
Cllr Samantha Townsend (ST) – Elected Member 
Cllr Shirley Quinn (SQ) – Elected Member – Vice Chair 
 

Presenters  
Graham Wood, Regeneration, Economy and Growth - Durham County Council  
 

Officers 
Andrew Walker - (APW) AAP Co-ordinator  
Sheilah Metcalfe - (SM) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Claire Craft - (CC) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Emma Walton - (EW) AAP Support Officer  
Peter Henderson – (PH) CDPO Towns and Villages Team - Durham County Council   

 

Apologies  
Tommy Taylor (TT) – Public Rep  
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Tracey Bellas (TBellas) – Public Rep  
Bee Davidson (BD) – Business Representative  
Andrew Coxon (AC) – Public Rep  
Robert Milner – (RM) NHS County Durham CCG 
Cllr Andrew Jackson (AJ) – Elected Member 
 

Public / Other Attendees – 4  
 

A1. Introductions and apologies 
 

Introductions and apologies were made.  
 
Please see page 1 & 2 for attendees and apologies. 

 
RE explained the protocol for Microsoft Teams Meetings this included: 
 

• Attendees will be invited to speak by the Chair. 

• All participants should mute their microphone if they are not speaking.   

• Forum members were asked to turn their cameras off unless invited to speak 

by the Chair.  

• If attendees would like to speak this should be done by using the raise hand 
function or alternatively the chat function. Board members will be invited to 
speak first followed by members of the forum, where appropriate.  

• When finished speaking lower your hand and remute your microphone  
 

RE also welcomed and introduced Graham Wood, Regeneration, Economy and 
Growth - Durham County Council.  
 

A2. Agreement of minutes and matters arising from previous meeting held 21 
October 2021 

 
The Board agreed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 

A3. Declaring an Interest  
 
David McCreedy declared an interest in the AYCC - Bishop Auckland and Shildon 
Youth Offer project.  
 
Tony Bird declared an interest in the Dene Valley Community Partnership – Dene 
Valley Forward project.  
 

A4. Local Neighbourhood Issues 
 

There were no local Neighbourhood Issues.  
 

A5. Priorities and Action Plans  
 

➢ Towns and Villages Revitalisation  

 
Board Members received a presentation from Graham Wood, Regeneration, 
Economy and Growth - Durham County Council on Towns and Villages 
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Revitalisation Programme. GW provided an overview of the Towns and Villages 
strategy and highlighted priorities and the key themes which include strategic 
investment, housing and community, environment and health, built environment 
and transport and connectivity.  

 
 
GW highlighted the key issues raised through various consultations and stated 
these issues have been built into the Towns and Villages programme.  An 
overview of the projects that have been completed, the projects that are in 
progress and those that are in the pipeline was provided.  

 
GW reminded the Board that BASH AAP has an additional £210,000 funding to 

address the priority of Towns and Villages over the next 3 years.  Elected 

members have also received an additional £10,000 each to address Town and 

Villages Revitalisation.  

The Board made the following comments: 
 
TB stressed the importance of the smaller settlements and to ensure that these 
are not overshadowed by the larger areas.  

 
JH asked when will investments be made to Binchester Roman Fort. GW stated 
that there are proposals in place for further enhancements at Binchester. 
Information on the improvements and activities taking place should be available 
in the next 6 months.   

 
FL asked for information regarding the management and maintenance of the 
town centre Wi-Fi. GW stated that a 3-year pilot project is in place for Bishop 
Auckland Town Centre and Stanley. The scheme is currently managed by 
Durham County Council. At present there is no commercialisation however 
once the pilot project has ended this avenue of funding maybe explored as a 
source of income. The opportunities on the log in page will be explored, this will 
be alongside a parallel piece of work to provide digital support to independent 
businesses through an APP. 

 
FL asked if there has been any adverse reaction to individuals’ movements 
being monitored. GW stated that there are two levels of data provided, 
authenticated and unauthenticated. Each visitor to the town is provided with the 
opportunity to register to the free Wi-Fi, through social media, this allows access 
to a wide range of information including the time they arrived, how long they 
were in town, which shops they visited etc. Alternatively, if an individual does 
not wish to sign up, their INPI number is collected, which states that an 
individual is in the town and no further data is collected.  
 
CK commented positively on the work taking place in the Coundon area and 
requested further information on any future work identified. GW stated that 
targeted plans have recently been presented to cabinet and will forward, any 
relevant information on Coundon to CK.  
 
CK reported that the cycle infrastructure, to the North, linking Bishop Auckland 
and Durham is poor and asked if there will be any future investment to improve 
this. GW stated that through the stronger towns programme there are a number 
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of programmes in place, in the South, to improve connectivity to the town. Work 
is also taking place to the Stockton and Darlington Railway area. GW reported 
that as part of the investment plans research will take place with regards to the 
usage, current assets and any opportunity to provide upgrades. In addition, to 
enhance any future plans, funding opportunities through Section 106 funding 
will be explored. Final investment plans have yet to be confirmed. Once a 
comprehensive programme is development this can be circulated.  
 
ST asked due to no shops located near the new Coop, will the Shildon Retail 
Parade still be going ahead, if not can the funding aligned to this be 
reallocated? GW stated that through the neighbourhood retail programme a 
number of initiatives will have taken place over the years to improve the town 
centre and also the shops at New Shildon. The Community Economic 
Development team will scope the occupancy, usability, car parking, street 
furniture and lighting etc of these areas. Local businesses will be engaged to 
identify their aspirations.  

 
ACTION – GW to forward information on the status of the improvements in New 
Shildon to the AAP.  
 
APW notified the Board a presentation on the Targeted Delivery Plans will be 
delivered at the next Board meeting.  
 
APW stated that a Towns and Village Revitalisation task group has been 
established and has met twice. At the meetings the task group discussed the 
key issues, gaps and the initial ideas/ projects for how BASH would consider 
the allocation of this funding once project ideas have been developed. The next 
task group meeting will take place on Tuesday 7 December, 1pm. A 
representative from the Regeneration Team will be invited to attend.  
 
If any Board members would like to attend the Towns and Village Revitalisation 

task group they should inform a member of the BASH team. 

APW gave an overview of the issues raised at the task group meetings. At the 
meetings the issue of derelict buildings was raised, and a detailed overview of 
future plans was requested. GW suggested speaking with Julie Anson, DCC. 
GW stated that it is important to understand the condition, the impact and the 
owner’s aspirations for the building and stressed only where necessary are 
enforcements put in place.  

 
A forum member asked if there are any works taking place within the 
Henknowle area. GW confirmed he will obtain further information on any works 
that may be taking place. CH highlighted that Cllr Joanne Howey and herself 
are currently working with DCC and Believe Housing with regards to the plans 
in place and stated that once further information has been provided these will 
be forwarded to the forum member.  
 
RE thanked GW for the presentation. 
 
APW asked for a volunteer to act as Task Group Lead.    After volunteering it 
was agreed that Cllr Joanne Howey take the role of Task Group Lead. 
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➢ Area Budget - Community / COVID 19 Recovery 

 
APW explained that the Board have agreed the single theme of ‘Community 
COVID19 Recovery’ as its main priority this year as such a specific COVID 
Recovery task group was established. The task group identified the key themes 
to be incorporated into the brief. Following the approval of the brief and the 
agreement to put out a call for projects, there were 30 applications requested, 
and 17 applications received to a total project value of £323,512.  Applications 
have been submitted from a wide range of organisations. The funding requests 
totaled in excess of the Area Budget funding available.  
 
APW reminded the Board that for this year each AAP will pool their Area 
Budget, Older Person Social Isolation fund (OPSIF), Youth Fund, Community 
Recovery and Welfare Reform allocations to give a total fund available of 
£244,902. This figure has increased to £260,838 due to the reconciliation of a 
project underspend from a previous year. Each AAP is permitted to carry 
forward Area Budget funding into 2022/23 if required, however £125,000 must 
be allocated this year. 
 

With the support of the AAP team each application was assessed and 

considered by the funding panel which consisted of the following Board 

members: Rachel Edmunds, Cllr Cathy Hunt, and Cllr Joanne Howell.  

 

The panel met on 13 October 2021 to consider the applications and to agree on 
which proposals to recommend to the Board for approval.  Each application had 
been reviewed by the BASH AAP team and a number of factors were taken into 
consideration including: 
 

• Fit to the brief 

• Geographical balance across the AAP area 

• Beneficiaries 

• Value for money 

• Funding available 

• Capital/Revenue split 

• OPSIF -£25,000 of the funding is required to be spent on older people 

• Underspend from a previous year - £15,436 is carry forward 
underspend from a previous capital project that did not go ahead. This 
funding was linked to a priority of physical activity and/or a sports 
related project. The funding will therefore be required to be realigned 
to a capital project addressing physical activity/ sports. 

 
The Board were provided with the Area Budget and Task Group progress 

report. 

 

APW reported that after extensive consideration, the panel agreed 11 project 

proposals from the 17 submitted. The following project proposals were 

presented to the Board for consideration, and for any added value or 

comments: 
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➢ Bishop Auckland College – Upskilling, Employability and 
Discretionary Fund 
Area Budget Requested: £30,000 
Estimated Match Funding: £3,181 
Total Project Cost: £33,181 

 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 

application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 

approval for an Area Budget allocation of £30,000. 

➢ Woodhouse Close Church Community Centre – Extension to 
Woodhouse Close Church Community Centre 
Area Budget Requested: £30,000 
Estimated Match Funding: £55,000 
Total Project Cost: £85,000 

 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 

application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 

approval for an Area Budget allocation of £30,000. 

➢ Influence Church – Elevate Youth Group / Breakfast Scheme 

Area Budget Requested: £7,876 

Estimated Match Funding: £18,252 

Total Project Cost: £26,128 

 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £7,876 

 
➢ The Cornforth Partnership – Get Connected 

Area Budget Requested: £15,345 
Estimated Match Funding: £6,300 
Total Project Cost: £21,645 

 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £15,345.  
 

➢ Butterwick Hospice – Covid Family Support  

Area Budget Requested: £31,393 

Estimated Match Funding: £3,140 

Total Project Cost: £34,533 

 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £31,393.  

 
➢ Livin Housing Limited – Hub at the Heart of the Community  

Area Budget Requested: £13,299 
Estimated Match Funding: £15,497 
Total Project Cost: £28,796 
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The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £13,299.  
 

 
➢ St Helen Primary School – Covid Recovery – Improvement to 

Outdoor Facilities 
Area Budget Requested: £13,460 
Estimated Match Funding: £1,000 
Total Project Cost: £14,460 

 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £13,460 as the project fits 
the criteria of the underspend.   
 

➢ Dene Valley Community Partnership – Dene Valley Forward 
Area Budget Requested: £8,205 
Match Funding: £600 
Total Project Cost: £8,805 
 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £8,205.  
 

➢ Richmond Fellowship - Volunteer Coordinator 

Area Budget Requested: £16,558 

Estimated Match Funding: £3,148 

Total Project Cost: £19,706 

 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £16,558. 
 

➢ AYCC - Bishop Auckland and Shildon Youth Offer 
Area Budget Requested: £59,238 
Estimated Match Funding: £222,178 
Total Project Cost: £281,416 
 
The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £59,238.  due to the level of 
funding requested it is recommended the project receive annual 
staggered payments and be reviewed annually.  
 
 

➢ SDEA - Pandemic Business Recovery Grant 
Area Budget Requested: £18,863 
Estimated Match Funding: £234,151 
Total Project Cost: £253,014 
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The Board received the project proposal and subject to final 
application and full appraisal AGREED the recommendation of 
approval for an Area Budget allocation of £18,863. 

 
The Board AGREED the content of the report.  
 
The Board AGREED the proposals detailed in the report and is recommended to 
approve £244,237 Area Budget funding allocation to the projects as identified in 
the report.  The remaining £16,601 is available for emerging projects and if 
unallocated can be carried forward to next financial year.  

 
Further recommendations will be made to the eligible unsuccessful projects and 

support will be offered by the AAP team where possible to find other funding 

opportunities for these projects including Neighbourhood Budget and other 

external funders. 

 

➢ Neighbourhood Budget 

 
As part of the Area Budget and Task group report as detailed above the following 
Neighbourhood Budget proposals were also outlined. Due to the Board agreeing 
the content of the report the following NB applications were also agreed.  
 
Each project is subject to a full application and satisfactory project appraisal. 

 
- Woodhouse Close Church Community Centre – Extension to 

Woodhouse Close Church Community Centre   
NB Contribution – £10,000 (£5,000 each from Cllrs Cathy Hunt and 

Joanne Howey)  

Match Funding - £75,000 

Total Cost - £85,000 

 

There were no comments from the Board.  

The Board APPROVED a recommendation of approval for the 

Neighbourhood Budget allocation of £10,000.  

- SDEA - Pandemic Business Recovery Grant 
NB Contribution – £5,863 
Match Funding: £234,151 
Total Project Cost: £253,014 
 

There were no comments from the Board.  

The Board APPROVED a recommendation of approval for the 

Neighbourhood Budget allocation of £5,863.  

 

➢ Holiday Activities with Healthy Food  
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As reported at the last meeting, each AAP has received funding for holiday 
activities with healthy food. To date BASH AAP has allocated £9,999.16, DFE 
funding, in the Easter Holidays and a further £35,153.32 in the Summer Holidays. 
This left a remaining balance of £14,792 for the Christmas Holiday period.  

 

The next round of funding was available for activities for children young people 
and families to deliver enriching holiday activities including healthy food during 
the Christmas Holidays. Applicants could apply for amounts over £500. The 
deadline for completed applications was Monday 15 November 2021. Following a 
call for projects BASH AAP has received a number of applications. Each 
application will be assessed and considered by the funding panel who will meet 
on Thursday 25 November 2021, 1pm.  An update will be provided at a future 
Board meeting. 

 

APW stated that confirmation for future funding is yet to be confirmed.  

 

A6. Coordinators Update 
 

➢ BASH Office  

 
APW reported that in accordance with corporate guidance and policy, AAP 
teams have now returned to their locality bases. In line with this guidance, the 
team will implement a hybrid form of office/homeworking. Visitors to the office 
should be on an appointment only basis.  
 
Face to Face meetings in the community have commenced however Board 
meetings will remain on Microsoft Teams until further notice.  

 

➢ Public Rep  

 
The Board currently has a town and parish rep vacancy. APW is working with 
the Town and Parish Councils to appoint a representative. 
 
In addition, Public Rep David Campbell has resigned from the Board and a 
number of public reps terms are coming to an end. As a result, recruitment for 
public reps will take place shortly.  
 
The Chair and Vice Chairs will support the interview process.  
 
Board members were encouraged to promote the public rep vacancies through 
their networks.  

 

➢ F & P Scotto Trust  

 
APW reported that work continues to take place with the F & P Scotto 
Charitable Trust.  
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A7. Countywide Partner Issues  
 

➢ Police / PACT Update 

 
Insp Peter Lonsdale gave an update on the main priority issues for the BASH 
area. 
 
➢ ASB continues to be a priority across the County with resources been 

focused in this area. ASB continues to take place in the Coundon and 

Bishop Auckland.  

➢ PACT meetings have now resumed 

➢ Demand has massively increased across the BASH AAP area and the 
surrounding areas. There will be new recruits in place from January. 

➢ The issue and concerns regarding off road biking in the area remains in 

the Eldon area. 

 

CH commented positively on the partnership work taking place in the Woodhouse 

Close area. The help and support received has been invaluable.  

 

CK asked will resources be put in place to address retail crime leading up to 

Christmas. PL stated that officers will be monitoring known offender that 

repeatedly visit the Town Centre and Tindale Retail Park. An operation will be put 

in place on the lead up to Christmas.  

 

CK commented positively on the work that is taking place in Coundon and 

encouraged individuals to attend PACT meetings.  

 

ST informed the Board of the recent criminal damage that has taken place at a 

restaurant in Shildon. PL stated that an investigation is in place and encouraged 

individuals to report any information to the Police.  

 

FL commented positively on the work that has taken place with regards to ASB at 

the bus stop in Shildon. PL reported that a number of youths have been arrested, 

these individuals were from the Bishop Auckland area. One of the individuals will 

be appearing in court shortly.  

 

A forum member asked due to the dark nights and some street lighting not been 

as bright as they once were, has this influenced the levels of ASB and the ability 

to identify individuals? PL stated that statistically this cannot be proven however 

suggested collating analytical data to see if there is a trend to the levels of ASB 

from the switch to the dimmer street lighting.  

 

A8. Date / Time / Venue for next Board Meeting  
 

RE thanked Board and Forum members for attending the meeting.  
 
Thursday 16 December 2021, 4pm – 6pm, Microsoft Teams 
 
 

 


