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Minutes of the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Area Action Partnership Board 
Meeting 

Thursday 16 December 2021 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 

Partner Representative  
Andy Palmer (AP) – Durham County Council 
Rachel Edmunds (RE) – Believe Housing - Chair 
David McCreedy (DM) – Voluntary Sector Representative  
 
Public Representative 
Fred Langley (FL) 
Tony Bird (TB) – Vice Chair  
Philippa May (PM) 
Peter Quinn (PQ) 
Andrew Coxon (AC) 
 

Elected Members 
Cllr Cathy Hunt (CH) – Elected Member  
Cllr Samantha Townsend (ST) – Elected Member 
Cllr Shirley Quinn (SQ) – Elected Member – Vice Chair 
 

Presenters  
Graeme Smith, Policy Team Leader - Regeneration, Economy and Growth, Durham 
County Council 
Antonia Howard, Housing Regeneration Project Manager - Regeneration, Economy and 
Growth – Durham County Council 
 

Officers 
Andrew Walker - (APW) AAP Co-ordinator  
Claire Craft - (CC) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Emma Walton - (EW) AAP Support Officer  

 

Apologies  
Tommy Taylor (TT)  
Cllr Andrew Jackson (AJ) – Elected Member 
Cllr Joanne Howey (JH) – Elected Member 
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Cllr Charlie Kay (CK) – Elected Member  
Bee Davidson (BD) – Business Representative  
Sheilah Metcalfe - (SM) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Insp Peter Lonsdale (PL) - Durham Constabulary 
Lee Brown (LB) - County Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service 
Robert Milner – (RM) NHS County Durham CCG 
Tracey Bellas (TBellas) – Public Rep  
 

Public / Other Attendees – 1 
 

A1. Introductions and apologies 
 

Introductions and apologies were made.  
 
Please see page 1 & 2 for attendees and apologies. 

 
RE explained the protocol for Microsoft Teams Meetings this included: 
 

• Attendees will be invited to speak by the Chair. 

• All participants should mute their microphone if they are not speaking.   

• Forum members were asked to turn their cameras off unless invited to speak 

by the Chair.  

• If attendees would like to speak this should be done by using the raise hand 
function or alternatively the chat function. Board members will be invited to 
speak first followed by members of the forum, where appropriate.  

• When finished speaking lower your hand and remute your microphone  
 

RE also welcomed and introduced Graeme Smith and Antonia Howard - 
Regeneration, Economy and Growth - Durham County Council. 
 
APW informed the Board partner representative Bee Davidson has resigned from 
the Board and will be replaced by Steven Robson, South Durham Enterprise 
Agency. The Board supported this appointment.  
 
APW thanked Bee Davidson for her time and dedication to the BASH Board as a 
board member, panel member and a task group lead. This was echoed by the 
Board. RE suggested a formal letter of thanks be sent to Bee Davidson on behalf of 
the BASH Board. The Board AGREED.   
 
ACTION – APW to forward a letter of thanks from the BASH Board to Bee 
Davidson.  
 

A2. Agreement of minutes and matters arising from previous meeting held 18 
November 2021 

 
The Board agreed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 

A3. Declaring an Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
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A4. Local Neighbourhood Issues 
 

➢ Housing Strategy Targeted Delivery Plan 

 
Board Members received a presentation from Graeme Smith (GS), Policy Team 
Leader and Antonia Howard (AH), Housing Regeneration Project Manager - 
Regeneration, Economy and Growth – Durham County Council on the Housing 
Strategy Targeted Delivery Plan (TDP). GS gave an overview of the objective of 
the TDP’s, and highlighted the activity that has taken place and their future 
delivery plans.  
 
As part of the first phase 6 TDPs were approved by cabinet in March 2021 and 
the following TDPs were identified within the BASH AAP area (maps of the areas 
identified can be requested): 
 

• Thickley  

• Coundon Grange  
 
AH gave an overview of the evidence base and the action framework for both 
areas.  
 
GS stated that consultation will be undertaken, as appropriate, at project delivery 
stage once actions in the TDP have been implemented.  
 
The Board made the following comments: 
 
SQ asked how individuals can apply for the energy efficiency grants. AH stated 
the funding is based on the property and its energy performance certificate rating. 
Grants are available for those properties that can achieve a higher energy 
efficiency standard. Further details on the process are provided once an 
application has been submitted. The TDP areas identified will shortly receive 
correspondence on the grants available.  
 
SQ offered her support for any future work taking place.  
 
ST enforced the importance of highlighting the smaller settlements within the 
TDP areas when engaging with the public. This was reinforced by TB.  
 
ST offered the support of the Shildon councillors and suggested working with 
Dene Valley and Eldon Parish Councils. In addition, ST recommended holding 
consultation sessions in a local venue instead of online.  
 
CH stated that the need for larger housing has been raised and asked will there 
be an opportunity to build larger houses in any future plans? AH stated that the 
building of larger houses has not been considered however will feedback this 
point to the County Durham Letting Agency.  GS stated that a development site 
has been identified in the Coundon Grange area that may provide an opportunity 
for larger housing.  
 
AC asked is there a criteria in place to identify accredited landlords. AH stated 
that there is no criteria in place at present however work has taken place to 
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ensure accredited landlords are aware of the development opportunities in the 
area.  
 
TB highlighted the need for further investment from local housing associations 
rather than private landlords. AH stated a process is in place to balance the 
housing tenure with local housing associations expressing an interest in investing 
in the area.  
 
FL asked what the specification for the wall cladding will be. AH stated a high 
quality insulated render will be used.  
 
RE thanked GS and AH for the presentation.   

 

A5. Priorities and Action Plans  
 

➢ Area Budget - Community / COVID 19 Recovery 

 
APW reminded the Board that at the last board meeting they agreed to approve 
£244,237 Area Budget funding to 11 projects as identified in the Board report.  
This left a remaining balance of £16,601 for any emerging projects. However, due 
to the reconciliation of a project underspend from a previous year this figure has 
increased to £22,501. APW reminded the Board that each AAP is permitted to 
carry forward Area Budget funding into 2022/23.  

The team have been working on each application and 7 out of 11 projects have 
been submitted to the DCC Funding team for appraisal. One application has 
received an offer letter today.  
 
As each project will be at various stages of development, regular updates will be 
provided to the Board. APW suggested inviting projects to a future Board meeting 
to provide an update on the funding received from BASH AAP. 
 

➢ Town and Village Revitalisation  

 
APW reported that BASH AAP has an additional £210,000 funding to address the 

priority of Towns and Villages over 3 years.  Elected members have also received 

an additional £10,000 each to address Town and Villages Revitalisation.  

The next task group meeting will take place on Tuesday 8 February 2022 at 1pm. 

A number of local partners and elected members are involved in the group 

including representation from the town and parish councils. The task group has 

discussed initial ideas/ projects for how BASH would consider the allocation of 

this funding once project ideas have been developed.  

APW thanked those Board members involved in the task group.  

If any Board members would like to attend the Towns and Village Revitalisation 

task group, they should inform a member of the BASH team. 

➢ Holiday Activities with Healthy Food  
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As reported at the last meeting, each AAP has received funding for holiday 
activities with healthy food. To date BASH AAP has allocated £9,999.16, DFE 
funding, in the Easter Holidays and a further £35,153.32 in the Summer Holidays. 
This left a remaining balance of £14,792 for the Christmas Holiday period.  

 
The next round of funding was available for activities for children, young people 

and families to deliver enriching holiday activities including healthy food during 

the Christmas Holidays. Applicants could apply for amounts over £500. The 

deadline for completed applications was Monday 15 November 2021. Following a 

call for projects BASH AAP received a number of applications. Each application 

was assessed and considered by the funding panel who agreed to support the 

following projects: 

1. Woodhouse Close Community Church - Christmas Party and Pantomime 
- £2,941 

2. ATOM CIC - Get Creative at Christmas - £1,250 
3. Gateway North East - Family Christmas Adventures and food - £1,395 
4. Dene Valley Community Partnership- Come together at Christmas - 

£1,780 
5. Shildon Early Years – Christmas Eve Project – £1,670 
6. AYCC – AYCC Christmas 2021 Project - £4,800 

 

BASH AAP allocated £13,836 for holiday activities in the Christmas Holidays. 
This leaves a remaining balance of £716. APW stated that he is currently 
awaiting confirmation on the remaining funding and if this can be carried forward 
to the Easter holidays.  

 

APW highlighted following the successful delivery of the HAHF programme in 
2021 Durham County Council has secured additional funding from the 
Department for Education to continue to deliver holiday activities with healthy 
food. Further details / guidance is still to be determined. Once information is 
received the Board will be updated accordingly.  

 

In addition, a further £50k across all 14 AAP’s has been secured from Public 
Health to deliver holiday activities with healthy food over the February Half term 
2022.  Funding will be allocated to each AAP based on FSM numbers in each 
area. APW stated that once guidance and confirmation of the funding allocation 
to BASH AAP has been received the funding will be launched the first week of 
January. There will be a minimum project value of £500. Each application will be 
assessed and considered by the funding panel who will meet on Thursday 27 
January, 10.30am.  An update will be provided at a future Board meeting.  
 
APW stated that BASH AAP currently has a HAHF and an Area Budget funding 
panel. APW suggested consolidating the panels into one funding panel that will 
assess and consider all funding applications submitted to BASH AAP.  

 
The Board AGREED to establish a funding panel to assess and consider any 
future funding applications for HAHF, Area Budget and Towns and Villages. 
 
APW thanked those Board members that volunteered to be part of the HAHF and 

Area Budget funding panel and asked if any other Board members would like to 

be involved in the new funding panel. AP, PQ, TB, RE, CH volunteered.  
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SQ commented positively on the work of the funding panels.  

TB and DM gave a brief overview of the delivery of holiday activities over the 
Christmas period at Dene Valley Community Partnership and AYCC. 

 

A6. Coordinators Update 
 

➢ BASH Office  

 
APW reported that in accordance with corporate guidance and policy, AAP 
teams have returned to homeworking until further notice.    
 

➢ Public Rep Recruitment  

 
The Board currently has a town and parish rep vacancy. APW is working with the 
Town and Parish Councils to appoint a representative. 
 

In addition, due to the resignation of a public rep from the Board and a number of 

public rep’s terms coming to an end the recruitment for public reps is now live. 

The closing date for applications is 5pm, Friday 21 January 2022. 

 
APW stated that to date 5 applications have been sent. 
 
Board members were encouraged to promote the public rep vacancies through 

their networks. Further details in relation to the vacancy are available by 

contacting a member of the BASH team. 

APW thanked those board members who have put individuals forward.  

➢ Scrutiny Co-optees 

 
Durham County Council are seeking County Durham residents to serve as non-
voting co-optees on its Overview and Scrutiny Committees.  Two non-voting co-
optees are needed for each of the council’s five Overview and Scrutiny 
Committees: Adults, Wellbeing and Health; Safer and Stronger Communities; 
Economy and Enterprise; Children and Young People’s and Environment and 
Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committees.   
 
ACTION: APW to circulate further information to the BASH Board.  
 

➢ Storm Arwen  

 
APW reported that a number of issues were caused by Storm Arwen with 
properties in the BASH AAP area who were without power for a number of days. 
BASH AAP alongside local partners provided support and knowledge in 
identifying key areas where resources were required. A catering van to provide 
hot meals and refreshments for those affected was directed to Eldon in the first 
instance and then redirected to Coronation for the remaining evenings.   
 
APW thanked and congratulated the support of the local community groups and 
residents, partner organisations and elected members.  
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RE thanked all those involved in providing support to those affected by Storm 
Arwen.  

 

A7. Countywide Partner Issues  
 

➢ Police / PACT Update 

 
In the absence of Insp Peter Lonsdale there was no Police update.  

 

A8. Date / Time / Venue for next Board Meeting  
 

RE thanked Board and Forum members for attending the meeting.  
 
Thursday 20 January 2022, 4pm, Microsoft Teams 

 
 
 
 

 


