
1 | P a g e  
 

 
  

Minutes of the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Area Action Partnership Board 
Meeting 

Thursday 15 July 2021 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 

Partner Representative  
Andy Palmer (AP) – Durham County Council 
Bee Davidson (BD) – Business Representative  
David McCreedy (DM) – Voluntary Sector Representative  
Insp Peter Lonsdale (PL) - Durham Constabulary 
Lee Brown (LB) - County Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service 
Rachel Edmunds (RE) – Believe Housing - Chair 
 

Public Representative 
Andrew Coxon (AC) 
Fred Langley (FL) 
Peter Quinn (PQ) 
Tony Bird (TB) – Vice Chair  
 

Elected Members 
Cllr Cathy Hunt (CH) – Elected Member  
Cllr Joanne Howey (JH) – Elected Member  
Cllr Shirley Quinn (SQ) – Elected Member – Vice Chair 
Cllr Samantha Townsend (ST) – Elected Member 
 

Officers 
Andrew Walker - (APW) AAP Co-ordinator  
Sheilah Metcalfe - (SM) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Claire Craft - (CC) AAP Community Development Project Officer  
Emma Walton - (EW) AAP Support Officer  

 

Apologies  
Tommy Taylor (TT) 
Tracey Bellas (TBellas)  
Philippa May (PM) 
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David Campbell (DC) 
Cllr Charlie Kay (CK) – Elected Member  
 
Cllr Andrew Jackson (AJ) – Elected Member 
Robert Milner – (RM) NHS County Durham CCG 
 

Public / Other Attendees - 2 
 

A1. Introductions and apologies 
 

Introductions and apologies were made.  
 
Please see page 1 & 2 for attendees and apologies. 

 
APW explained the protocol for Microsoft Teams Meetings this included: 
 

• Attendees will be invited to speak by the Chair. 

• All participants should mute their microphone if they are not speaking.   

• Forum members were asked to turn their cameras off unless invited to speak 

by the Chair.  

• If attendees would like to speak this should be done by using the raise hand 
function or alternatively the chat function. Board members will be invited to 
speak first followed by members of the forum, where appropriate.  

• When finished speaking lower your hand and remute your microphone  
 
RE also welcomed and introduced Jane Crawford Manging Director, Daisy Arts.  
 

A2. Agreement of minutes and matters arising from previous meeting held 24 June 
2021 

 
The Board agreed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 

A3. Declaring an Interest  
 
Cllr Shirley Quinn and Samantha Townsend declared an interest in the Bishop 
Auckland Food Festival Outreach project.  
 

A4. Local Neighbourhood Issues 
 

There were no local neighbourhood issues raised.  
 
The Police / PACT update is covered later in the agenda.  
 

A5. Priorities and Action Plans  
 

➢ Holiday Activities with Healthy Food  

 

Board members received a presentation from Sheilah Metcalfe (SM) and Claire 
Craft (CC) on Holiday Activities with Healthy Food (HAHF). The aim of HAHF is 
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to support local community groups and organisations to deliver enriching 
holiday activities during the school holidays that includes healthy food. 

 

The Board were reminded of the funding available and the projects that have 
previously received funding.  

 

CC updated on the funding for activities for children, young people and families 
during the Summer Holidays. Applicants could apply for amounts over £500. 
Following a call for projects 10 applications were received. Each application 
was assessed and considered by the funding panel who agreed to support the 
following 9 projects: 

 

o Shildon AFC  - Shildon Healthy Holidays 
o ATOMS Education CIC - Activities with ATOMS 
o Shildon Alive - Too Cool to Cook 
o Daisy Arts - Summer School Journey  
o Shildon Early Years - Summer spectacular 
o Shildon Town Council - Fun, Film and Food 
o The Auckland Project - TAP into Summer  
o AYCC - AYCC Summer Holiday Project 
o Woodhouse Close Church Community Centre - Summer Holiday Day 

Trip to the seaside 

 

To date BASH AAP has allocated £9,999.16 in the Easter Holidays and a further 
£35,153.32 for the Summer Holidays 2021. This leaves a remaining balance of 
£14,792 for the Christmas Holiday period.  

 

In addition to the DFE funding BASH AAP also received funding for the May and 
October half term holidays 2021 from DCC. To date BASH AAP has allocated 
£4,528.92 in the May Half term. The remaining £6,549.08 will be available for the 
October Half term.  

 

APW highlighted the HAHF panel raised concerns with regards to the projects 
linking together to ensure consistent delivery across the BASH AAP geographical 
area. It was suggested that a networking meeting take place for all successful 
projects that have received funding for the Summer Holidays. This meeting took 
place on Wednesday 14 July, 10.30am. The meeting provided project leads a 
networking opportunity to share information, to understand what else is been 
offered across the area and to avoid duplication.  

 

BD commented positively on the networking meeting and the opportunity this 
provided to share information amongst local organisations.  

 

APW thanked SM and CC for the presentation.  

 

Further details in relation to Holiday Activities with Healthy Food are available by 
contacting a member of the BASH AAP Team on 
bishopshildonaap@durham.gov.uk or 03000 268663. 

 

 

mailto:bishopshildonaap@durham.gov.uk
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➢ Project update – B U / Summer School Journey, Daisy Arts  

 
APW highlighted that Daisy Arts has received 3 grants (COVID emergency, Area 
Budget and Holiday Activities with Healthy Food) through the AAP to deliver 
artistic and creative activities in the BASH AAP area.  
 
Board members received a presentation from Jane Crawford (JC) – Managing 
Director, Daisy Arts. JC provided an overview and background to the work of 
Daisy Arts. Daisy Arts provides opportunities for all ages through workshops, 
youth theatre provision and the work that has taken place in schools. JC 
discussed the collaborative work with local organisations that has taken place in 
the community and highlighted the work that has been delivered during the 
pandemic.  
 
JC gave an overview of the ‘B U’ project that has recently received Area Budget 
funding.  
 
JC thanked the AAP for their continued support.  
 
RE thanked JC for the presentation.  

 

➢ Community / COVID 19 Recovery 

 
APW stated that as agreed by the Board a task group will be set up, in the next 

few weeks, to discuss the agreed priority of Community / COVID 19 Recovery 

and to develop a brief for a call for projects.  

APW thanked those Board members that volunteered to be part of the task group 

and asked if any other Board members would like to be involved. TB volunteered 

to be part of the task group.  

APW suggested that due to timescales that delegated authority be given to the 

task group to agree the brief in preparation for launching a call for projects in 

early Summer. Once developed the brief will be circulated to Board members.  

The Board AGREED that the task group be given delegated authority to agree 

the brief for the call for projects.  

 

➢ Towns and Villages Revitalisation  

 
Board members were provided with the Towns and Villages Revitalisation update 

report. The report provided an overview of the Towns and Village funding that 

AAPs will receive to allocate from 2021.The report highlighted the scheme 

criteria, overriding principles, engagement and consultation, the resources 

available to support scheme development and the future engagement from the 

Council’s Regeneration Economy and Growth (REG) service at an AAP level.  
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APW reported that there is additional staff to support this new funding 

opportunity. A team of 6 Community Development Project Officers will start from 

12th July 2021 and work with existing AAP staff to provide specialist technical 

knowledge and support in the development, consultation and implementation of 

project ideas. Peter Henderson who has previously worked as a CDPO with 

Spennymoor AAP, has been aligned to support the BASH AAP.  

APW stated that it was reported at the last Board meeting that officers from the 
REG service were due to attend the September Board Meeting however they are 
unable to attend until October.  With this in mind, APW suggested establishing a 
task group in early September, to discuss initial ideas for how BASH would 
consider the allocation of this funding and to highlight any immediate 
initiatives/projects that BASH, alongside the Towns and Villages Team, might 
wish to work on. APW suggested inviting additional partner organisations to the 
task group including the REG team, Town and Parish Councils and Housing 
providers etc.   
 
APW asked that any members of the Board interested in being part of the task 
group to contact a member of the AAP team. 
 

The Board AGREED to set up a Towns and Villages Revitalisation task group.  

 

The Board AGREED the content of the report.  

 

➢ Neighbourhood Budget 

 
APW highlighted the Neighbourhood Budget and declaration of interest process 
for New Board members.  
 
The Board received the following Neighbourhood Budget application for 
information, approval and comment. The project is subject to a full application 
and satisfactory project appraisal. 

 
- Bishop Auckland Food Festival Outreach Programme – Activity Boxes 

for Schools - Culture, Sport and Tourism, Durham County Council 
NB Contribution – £3,000 (Cllr Shirley Quinn £500, Cllr Samantha 

Townsend £500, Cllr Joanne Howey £375, Cllr Cathy Hunt £375, Cllr 

Andrew Jackson £625, Cllr Sam Zair £625) 

Match Funding - £5,000 

Total Cost - £8,000 

 

SM stated that as there are declarations of interest this project requires 
Board approval.  
 
FL asked if parents/ carers will be involved in the programme. SM stated 

that the involvement of parent and carers will be at the discretion of each 
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school. Once a full application has been received further information on 

the delivery can be provided. 

 

ACTION – BASH Team to feedback the comments from the Board 
meeting to the applicant via the appraisal process.  
 

There were no further comments from the Board.  

The Board received the application and APPROVED a recommendation 

of approval for the Neighbourhood Budget allocation of £3,000.  

A6. Coordinators Update 
 

➢ Future Board Meetings  

 
After the last Board meeting APW circulated an email to Board members with a 
range of options for the timings of future Board meetings. APW thanked Board 
members for their feedback on their preferences and highlighted that the 
consensus was that meetings will continue to take place at 4pm on Microsoft 
Teams. Upon the return to face-to-face meetings the Board will revert to the 
traditional meeting times of 6-8pm. The Board AGREED to the timings above.  

 

➢ Future Board Presentations 

 
At the last Board meeting the Board were provided with an update on the 
presentations that will be delivered at upcoming Board meetings, however a 
number of these have had to be rescheduled. APW provided the revised update: 

 

• The Library review consultation will be presented at the September Board 
meeting. 

• The Towns and Villages Fund will be discussed at the October Board 
meeting. 

• The Police and Crime Commissioner will be providing an update at the 
October meeting 

 

➢ Town and Parish Rep Vacancy  

 
The Board currently has a town and parish rep vacancy. APW is currently 
working with the Town and Parish Councils to appoint a representative. 

 

➢ F & P Scotto Trust  

 
APW reported that work continues to take place with the F & P Scotto Charitable 
Trust and further applications will submitted in the coming weeks.  
 
APW reported that some local organisations have been making their own 
approaches to the Trust however this causes issues for the AAP when 
developing a coherent package of projects to present to the Trust. APW asked, 
where possible, organisations inform the AAP if an approach to the Trust for 
funding has been made.  
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Project ideas were welcomed however APW suggested an initial conversation 
with a member of the BASH AAP team before submitting a project proposal.  

 

➢ BASH AAP Team  

 
APW reported that in accordance with corporate guidance and policy, AAP 
teams are planning to return to their locality bases from July 2021. In line with this 
guidance, it is planned that the team will implement a hybrid form of 
office/homeworking. The Board will be kept up to date with progress.  

 

A7. Countywide Partner Issues  
 

➢ Police / PACT Update 

 
Insp Peter Lonsdale gave an update on the main priority issues for the BASH 
area. 

 

• ASB continues to take place at Cockton Hill, West Auckland and 
Tindale Retail Park. A partnership approach is taking place with AYCC 
to resolve this issue.  

• There have been several commercial burglaries that have taken place 
across the BASH AAP area. 

• The issue and concerns regarding off road biking in the area remains. 

• The gathering of intelligence on local drug activity continues.  

• COVID has had and continues to have massive impact on the service 
and its delivery.  

 
FL raised concerns with the 101 service and questioned if the service was fit for 

purpose. PL highlighted there has been a huge increase in demand in the levels 

of calls received through the 101 service. Several 101 callers have been recruited 

in preparation for the busy Summer period. The concerns raised regarding the 

101 service is a national issue across the County and is currently been looked at 

a national level. PL suggested the following: 

• Reporting incidents on www.durham.police.uk 

• Avoid peak periods of 10am-12noon and 3pm -8pm. The 101 service is 

a non-emergency service meaning that a lot of people could avoid the 

busiest times.  

 

A8. Date / Time / Venue for next Board Meeting  
 

RE thanked Board and Forum members for attending the meeting.  
 
Thursday 23 September 2021, 4pm – 5.30pm, Microsoft Teams 

 
 
 

 

http://www.durham.police.uk/

