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Introduction
Councillor Elizabeth Scott

Portfolio Holder Statement

The local elections in May 2021 brought in some major changes to the leadership of  Durham 
County Council, a change that has given me the opportunity to get more involved in the work of  
the AAPs through my role as the Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.

As our communities emerge from the massive changes the Covid pandemic imposed on us 
all, the AAPs have been playing a key role in helping local people and organisations react to 
what for many is a new environment. Many of  the hundreds of  projects supported by the AAPs 
Area Budget this year have focused on supporting people’s well-being and numerous initiatives 
providing youth work or older people’s activities have been helped with funding, along with those 
that provide life-saving help to people living with mental health issues.

This year the AAPs and local councillors have received some significant additional funding, linked 
to the Council’s ‘Towns and Villages Programme’. This investment of  nearly £4 million is helping 
local communities improve their environment and revitalise areas that may have become run-
down.

As I have been a County Councillor for several years, I was already aware of  the work being done 
by the AAPs to support local members in allocating their Neighbourhood Budgets. Over the past 
12 months Councillors from all over County Durham have allocated over £840,000 that has in turn 
benefitted over 400 different community based projects.

Moving into 2022/23 we will be taking the opportunity to review the council’s approach to 
community engagement and this will include looking at how our area based services run. We 
are seeking external support to undertake the review and will be looking at best practise and 
the opportunities that exist to improve our services. We will want to involve staff, Board members, 
residents, businesses and the community and voluntary sector in discussions over the coming 
months.

Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who is involved in AAPs. The staff, fellow 
councillors, partner organisations and members of  the public. The AAPs would not be what they 
are without your involvement and support!

Councillor Elizabeth Scott, 
Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.
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Weardale Action Partnership 2021/22 Key Information  

FUNDING

£100,000  
of  Covid Recovery funding allocated 
to 4 projects

£82,008
of  AAP Area Budget funding 
allocated to 10 projects

£44,517
of  Area Budget match funding 
generated 
 

£18,953
of  County Councillor Neighbourhood 
Budget funding allocated to 11 local 
groups

COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT

WAP Team assisted in the Emergency 
Response to Storms Arwen, Dudley, 
Eunice and Malik.

 
5 Neighbourhood Budget 
Small Grants awarded to local 
groups receiving a total of  

£1,450

Over 1 tonne of  fresh 
fruit, vegetables and storecupboard 
essentials delivered to 96 families 
(150 children) during the Summer 

COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT 

1,078 
local people as AAP Forum members

COMMUNICATION   
 

927 
local residents regularly 
receiving information via 
e-bulletins



Weardale Area Action Partnership 
Established in 2009, Weardale Action Partnership brings together local people and partners 
to take action on local issues. The area ranges from Edmundbyers at our most Northern point, 
over to Killhope in the west and follows the A689 through the Dale to Witton-le-Wear in the East 
covering a number of  small towns and villages which make up our rural AAP area in Weardale.

Over the last year the key focus has been on the continued recovery of  the area following 
the Covid pandemic.  Over £256,000 has been allocated to local organisations through WAP 
and County Councillor budgets to help organisations deliver local projects and address local 
priorities.

Welcome from the Chair
Councillor Anita Savory 
Here we are again at the end of  another year for the Weardale Area 
Action Partnership. It is fair to say there has been many challenges 
throughout the year due to the Pandemic. Many of  our residents have 
been affected in various ways financially, emotionally and physically. The restrictions that 
were imposed affected all residents especially the older members of  our communities, and 
our children of  school age with many having to cope with remote learning for months on end.

The Weardale Area Action Partnership has carried on the sterling work delivering projects 
both broad and diverse in difficult and constricted conditions in our rural areas. A large part 
of  these projects has involved working with families in Weardale. The Wellness Coordinator 
and The Rural Advice Worker continue to support and signpost residents to bring solutions 
to their problems. I must also mention the events of  Storm Arwen when the AAP stepped 
up to the plate and worked tirelessly in conjunction with partner agencies including our 
emergency services to ensure health and wellbeing to those requiring assistance. The AAP 
also welcomes several new members to the Board all bringing their own expertise. As the 
year ends and we move forward with new projects, I know we have a very strong Board, a 
fantastic team in Angelina, Fiona and Tracy. I would like to thank you all for your dedication 
and support over the last year. I hope the coming year is better for us all our families and the 
people of  Weardale.

Our People 
Anyone who lives, works, studies or volunteers in the area can 
get involved with the Area Action Partnership. We currently have 
1,078 people who are part of  our wider Forum who receive 
regular updates and E-bulletins who are invited to get involved in 
the work of  the AAP.

Our Board is the decision-making body of  the AAP. It is made 
up of  local people, elected councillors and representatives from 
partner organisations. Our current board members are;

Cllr Anita Savory (Chair)
Cllr John Shuttleworth
Cllr Olive Wilson (Witton-le-Wear Parish Council) 
Cllr David Sugden (Wolsingham Parish Council)
Cllr Helen Barrass (Muggleswick Parish Council)
Cllr Alison Humble (Stanhope Parish Council)
Trish Chapman (Hunstanworth Representative)
Richard Lawrie (Public Representative)
Kevin Roddam (Public Representative)
Adrian Holden (Public Representative)
Ian Hirst (Public Representative)
Joan Warriner (Public Representative)
Will Wearmouth (Public Representative)
Lindsay Warren (Public Representative)
Damian Pearson (Believe Housing)
Dan Wootton (Fire and Rescue Service)
Insp. Ed Turner (Durham Constabulary)
Julian Haynes (Voluntary and Community Sector)
Geoff  Paul (Durham County Council) 
Vacancy (Business Representative)
Vacancy (Health)

We would also like to thank former Board members: 

Brian Thompson (Elected Representative) 
David Ellwood (Elected Representative) 
Tom Nattrass (Public Representative)
Chris Powell (Public Representative)
Tony Griffin (Public Representative)
Paul Smissen (Business Representative)
Catherine Findlay (North Durham CCG)
Stuart Timmiss (Durham County Council) 

who stepped down from the Board during the year.



2021/22 Funding Allocation 
Covid Recovery Funding
£21,580 – Weardale Adventure Centre - Opportunities for 
Enrichment

£61,179 - Durham County Council - Sports Apprentices

£10,800 – Durham Wildlife Trust - Low Barns Volunteers

£7,049 – Durham Dales Hockey - Walking Hockey and Walking 
Netball

Area Budget
£21,474 – Durham County Council - Eastgate Christmas Lights

£9,635 – Citizens Advice - Weardale Accessible Support 
Service 

£3,598 – Deaf  Hill Ward Regeneration Partnership – Witton-le-
Wear Youth Club

£5,963 – A Close Knit Community - A Close Knit Community

£8,150 – Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service - 
Stanhope Fire Cadets and Tri-Responder Community Training

£7,000 – NorthPens - Weardale WordFest  

£5,300 – Cowshill Village Hall - ‘HUB’ble Bubble Hopefully No 
Trouble

£4,086 – Blaize Music at the Heart of  Teesdale - Music in the 
Durham Dales

£5,384 – Empowerment Solutions NE - Empowering People 

£11,418 – Teesdale and Weardale Search and Mountain 
Rescue Team

Welfare Reform
£10,000 – Citizens Advice - Weardale Accessible Support 
Service 

Youth Fund
£9,902 – Deaf  Hill Ward Regeneration Partnership - Witton-le-
Wear Youth Club

Older Peoples Social Isolation Fund
£25,000 – Weardale Community Partnership - Community 
Wellness Coordinator

Neighbourhood Budget

Cllr Anita Savory
£1,000 – Running Costs and Referee provision - Wolsingham 
Football Club 

£1,453 – Wolsingham Wayfarers Seating - Durham County 
Council

£5,800 – Rights of  Way Improvements - Wolsingham Wayfarers

£6,750 – Flower Festival - WRECASS - Celebrating Wolsingham 
and Weardale Through Flowers 

Small Grants Fund
£300 – Transport to RHS Flower Show - Weardale Flower and 
Garden Club

£750 – Senior Citizens Christmas Meal - Wolsingham School 

£100 – Keeping Fit and Active - Blind Life

Towns and Villages
£10,000 – ANPR Cameras – Durham Constabulary

Cllr John Shuttleworth
£1,500 – Wolsingham Football Academy

£1,000 – Frosterley Village Hall - Frosterley Newsletter

Small Grants Fund
£150 – Barrington Bites - Jubilee Celebration

£150 – A Close Knit Community - Wool

Neighbourhood Budget is an allocation of  £19,400 that each 
County Councillor gets each year to spend on Community 
Projects. The process is supported by the AAP team.  

Spring Surprise - Food bags and activities

Hamsterley Forest Trails  

Bug-hunting Summer Sensation 



The Difference We Have Made 

Opportunities for 
Enrichment –  
Weardale Adventure Centre
Thanks to Covid Recovery funding of  £21,580, all 
Weardale primary school pupils (500 pupils from 7 
schools) attended Weardale Adventure Centre at the 
beginning of  the autumn school term for a day of  
outdoor activities - including river adventures, crate 
stacking, high ropes and trust falls. The activities were 
chosen to help encourage teamwork after missing so 
many months of  normal schooling. 

Children were supported by members of  the Adventure 
Centre Team which includes some staff  who completed 
apprenticeships funded by the Weardale Action 
Partnership a few years ago. 

Children from Wolsingham School sent in letters of  
thanks to the Weardale Action Partnership Board, one 
said “Thank you for being considerate enough to give us 
this amazing experience at Weardale Adventure Centre. 
It was one of  my best days in my life. It was also our first 
full day trip for two years.” 

 

Walking Hockey and 
Walking Netball
Durham Dales Hockey Club extended their sports offer 
to include walking hockey and walking netball which 
takes place at Wolsingham Sport Hall (netball) and 
Wolsingham 3G (hockey). 

The club had been approached by adults from the 
community who have physical and mental health needs 
and asked for a less intense version of  the activities on 
offer.  The group has a number of  coaches who have 
the training and skills to meet the needs of  those with 
disabilities.

Covid Recovery Funding was obtained to provided 60 
sessions of  one hour - 30 hours for walking hockey and 
30 for walking netball - to cover pitch hire and coaching 
costs. Additional equipment was also required as 
existing equipment is in use at the same time.

Durham Wildlife Trust – 
Volunteers at Low Barns
The volunteers at Durham Wildlife Trust’s Low Barns 
Nature Reserve make a significant contribution to the 
running of  the site by carrying out essential nature 
conservation activities and improving the visitor 
experience. 

During the pandemic, volunteering was either suspended 
or opportunities limited to small numbers. Some 
volunteers have been reluctant to return - others have 
lost their confidence. Volunteer numbers reduced and 
morale was impacted.

Covid Recovery Funding from WAP will support a 
programme to raise awareness across Weardale. DWT 
will work with local partners to speak to residents, attend 
local events and promote opportunities. They will also 
run short taster tasks during the week and at weekends 
to introduce people to Low Barns, meet existing 
volunteers and talk about different roles or opportunities.  

For existing volunteers, funding will pay for additional 
training to upskill and build confidence encouraging 
them to take greater ownership, develop some 
leadership skills and support new volunteers. Courses 
could include specialised practical skills like scything 
or hedgelaying or other skills such as first aid, mini-bus 
driving or use of  power tools.



The Difference We Have Made 

A Close Knit Community
A Close Knit Community is a newly established group 
which has come together to coordinate local events and 
activities intended to include the whole community – 
young and old alike. The project builds upon previous 
local projects such as the knitting projects which began 
during Covid lockdown, the knitted Remembrance poppy 
display and a knitted Christmas tree. 

The funding will be used on resources, room hire and 
insurance. Throughout 2022, regular themed craft 
activities will be held for all ages to help increase 
the community spirit. New residents to the village, 
can meet local community members in a relaxed, 
informal environment. The craft sessions also create an 
opportunity to listen to the ‘voices of  the community’ 
and to explore what old and young would like to develop 
within their community. 

As part of  the project, woollen knitted squares are 
created to make blankets for distribution by Weardale 
food bank and other organisations. Those who knit the 
squares feel a sense of  achievement and contentment 
when a blanket has been made thereby increasing their 
sense of  belonging and of  wellbeing. 

Holiday Activities for 
Children
Fun & Food funding alongside remaining Area Budget 
funding from 2020-21 helped to deliver a variety of  
activity sessions for school age children through each of  
the school holidays.  Each activity was accompanied by 
a healthy meal and catered to a variety of  interests.  

Children were able to participate in outdoor activities 
such as rock climbing and canoeing at Weardale 
Adventure Centre; Gruffalo and Superworm trails at 
Hamsterley Forest; Fossil hunting and outdoor arts 
and crafts at Harehope Quarry; Forest Schools and 
pond dipping at Low Barns; craft and sports sessions 
at Witton-le-Wear Community Centre; Multi sports at 
Wolsingham Sports Hall and board games at St Johns 
Chapel.  

Concerns around Covid meant that face to face activities 
were still not possible during the summer months.  
Instead, activity bags were delivered to households 
and these deliveries were enhanced with a bag of  
storecupboard essentials and fresh fruit and vegetables 
for each child.  The bags also included ideas for healthy 
meals and snacks.  

Eastgate Christmas Lights - 
Durham County Council
Each Christmastime, the village of  Eastgate lights up with 
their Christmas Lights display.  The Eastgate Village Lights 
Committee have worked each year to improve the display 
which has become an important part of  local traditions.

This project was developed to safeguard the future of  
these displays by providing the infrastructure required 
for festive lighting in as well as the Christmas tree with 
all appropriate street lighting and necessary licenses/
permissions. 

In order to ensure the infrastructure was supplied to the 
right specification, Durham County Council carried out the 
work. 

Contact Details
Weardale Action Partnership
Unit B10, Durham Dales Centre
Castle Gardens, Stanhope
County Durham 
DL13 2FJ

Tel: 03000 268666
Email: weardaleaap@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/weardaleapp
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