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Introduction

Councillor Elizabeth Scott

Portfolio Holder Statement
The local elections in May 2021 brought in some major changes to the leadership of Durham
County Council, a change that has given me the opportunity to get more involved in the work of
the AAPs through my role as the Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.
As our communities emerge from the massive changes the Covid pandemic imposed on us
all, the AAPs have been playing a key role in helping local people and organisations react to
what for many is a new environment. Many of the hundreds of projects supported by the AAPs
Area Budget this year have focused on supporting people’s well-being and numerous initiatives
providing youth work or older people’s activities have been helped with funding, along with those
that provide life-saving help to people living with mental health issues.
This year the AAPs and local councillors have received some significant additional funding, linked
to the Council’s ‘Towns and Villages Programme’. This investment of nearly £4 million is helping
local communities improve their environment and revitalise areas that may have become rundown.
As I have been a County Councillor for several years, I was already aware of the work being done
by the AAPs to support local members in allocating their Neighbourhood Budgets. Over the past
12 months Councillors from all over County Durham have allocated over £840,000 that has in turn
benefitted over 400 different community based projects.
Moving into 2022/23 we will be taking the opportunity to review the council’s approach to
community engagement and this will include looking at how our area based services run. We
are seeking external support to undertake the review and will be looking at best practise and
the opportunities that exist to improve our services. We will want to involve staff, Board members,
residents, businesses and the community and voluntary sector in discussions over the coming
months.
Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who is involved in AAPs. The staff, fellow
councillors, partner organisations and members of the public. The AAPs would not be what they
are without your involvement and support!
Councillor Elizabeth Scott,
Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.

The AAP Area
The AAP covers the south western corner of County Durham
incorporating the electoral divisions of Barnard Castle East,
Barnard Castle West and Evenwood. Population figures are
in the region of 25,000. If you want to know if your town or
village sits within the Area Action Partnership area please
contact the AAP Team.

The Teesdale Action Partnership area takes in a number of
local communities, towns, villages and parishes.
Barnard Castle
Barningham
Bedburn
Bolam
Boldron
Bowes
Brignall
Burnt Houses
Butterknowle
Cleatlam
Cockfield
Copley
Cotherstone
Eggleston
Etherley
Forest-in-Teesdale
Evenwood
Gainford

Gilmonby
Greta Bridge
Hamsterley
Harwood
Headlam
Hilton
Holwick
Hunderthwaite
Hutton Magna
Ingleton
Kinninvie
Lands
Langton
Langdon Beck
Lartington
Little Newsham
Lunedale
Marwood

Mickleton
Middleton-in-Teesdale
Morley
Newbiggin
Ovington
Rokeby
Romaldkirk
Staindrop
Stainton Grove
Stainton Village
Startforth
Toft Hill
Wackerfield
Westwick
Whorlton
Winston
Woodland

Teesdale Area Action Partnership 2021/22 Key Information

FUNDING

£246,852
of AAP Area Budget Funding allocated to
20 local projects

£77,122

COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

COMMUNITY
SUPPORT

46,754

44

engagements with the community through
social media

organisations have benefitted from funding

of County Councillor Neighbourhood
Budget allocated to 34 local projects

1,042

£519,397

Forum Members regularly receiving
information

of Area Budget match
funding generated

£999,439
total investment including match funding
for all programmes (Area Budget, Towns
and Villages, Neighbourhood Budget)

10
Countywide Consultations supported

12
Holiday Activity with Healthy Food
initiatives supported

521
people were involved in setting the TAP
priorities

Teesdale Area Action Partnership

Our People

Established in 2009 Teesdale Action Partnership (TAP) brings together local people and partners to act on
local issues. TAP covers the south western corner of County Durham incorporating the electoral divisions of
Barnard Castle East, Barnard Castle West and Evenwood.

Anyone who lives, works, studies or volunteers in the area
can get involved with the Area Action Partnership.

If you want to know if your town or village sits within the Area Action Partnership area, please contact the
AAP Team: Email – tap@durham.gov.uk

Our Board is the decision-making body of the AAP. It
is made up of local people, elected councillors and
representatives from partner organisations. Our current
Board members are:

Welcome from the Chair

Cllr George Richardson

Councillor Richard Bell

Cllr James Rowlandson

Cllr Robert Potts

I have thoroughly enjoyed my term as the Chairman of Teesdale Area Action
Partnership (TAP).

Cllr Richard Bell

Being chairman of TAP during the Covid-19 pandemic has been a challenging
experience. Nevertheless, we have continued to support new initiatives, addressed
local issues, and represented the views of our community. In 2020/21 the TAP
Board and staff team have supported 20 local projects. TAP also continues to support the local County
Councillors in allocating their budgets, a further 34 Neighbourhood and Small Grants projects have also
been delivered over the year. In addition, TAP also supported a number of holiday activity projects during
the school holidays and continues to work on new schemes as part of the AAPs Towns and Villages
programme.

Cllr Ted Henderson

TAP is not just about funding and as a Board we have represented the views of the local community
on key issues such as the Council’s Mid-Term Financial Plan, Durham County Council Econ-versation
Consultation and the Northeast Transport Plan, to mention just a few. The TAP team also played a vital role
during Storm Arwen in assisting Durham County Council colleagues in providing support to some of our
most vulnerable residents. This year we have asked the public for their views on our priorities, the results
of the survey will guide our funding investment in 2022/23.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Board who give up their time to attend meetings and
become involved in TAP. All of this has been achieved virtually this year and it has been a testament to
the dedication and patience of Board and staff that we have achieved so much. This year we have said
goodbye to a number of our Board Members and my thanks go to; former County Councillor Heather
Smith, Ros Evans, Dave Glendenning, Kelly Blissett, Dave Anderson, and Claire Jones. It was also a time
of great sadness as the Board lost a great supporter and County Councillor in Stephen Hugill. All our
thoughts are still with his family.
We welcomed new Cllrs Robert Potts and James Cosslett from Evenwood Division and public
representatives Elaine Laurie, Christine Watters, Robin Brooks and Tracey Willams.
Finally, I would also like to give my personal thanks to the TAP staff team: Annalisa, Emma, and Adam.

Cllr James Cosslett
Wendy Greenfield - Town and Parish Council Representative
Linda Bird
Rachel Tweddle
Tracy Williams
Elaine Laurie
Robin Brooks
Roger Peat
Christine Watters
Bob Danby (Voluntary and Community Sector)
Jeff Garfoot / Alison Clarke (Durham County Council)
Peter Locke (Housing)
Tim Viggars (Business Representative)
David Hand (NHS - Durham Dales, Easington, and
Sedgefield Clinical Commissioning Group)
Insp Ed Turner (Durham Constabulary)
Allan Hobson (County Durham and Darlington Fire and
Rescue Service)

2021/22 Funding Allocation
Area Budget
The Area Budget is used to support projects that address local
AAP priorities. During 2021/22 all AAPs focused on ‘Community
Recovery’ as a Priority. The following projects were funded:
£8,000, Barnard Castle Rugby Club - Teesdale Rugby
Development Officer - Barnard Castle Rugby Club have
employed a rugby development officer to work in the 15
schools, both primary and secondary. The officer will promote
rugby, health and fitness as well as introducing them to the local
club.
£19,745, Association of Teesdale Day Clubs – Access and
Engage – The day clubs will deliver weekly social gatherings,
with lunch, in 10 community venues. The project will reduce
social isolation for some 281 Teesdale residents.
£12,292, Barnard Castle Christmas Lights C I C – Shine On This project will support the volunteer group, Barnard Castle
Christmas Lights, to make major technical changes to the
annual lighting scheme allowing it to attract local people and
visitors to shop in the town.
£12,835, Gainford C of E Primary School and Pre-school –
Community Computing - The school will purchase additional
equipment and develop a programme of school activities
providing computing sessions for children and adults helping
them to gain new skills and confidence with IT.
£27,317, T C R HUB - The TCR Hub - Supporting the recovery of
the organisation from the Covid pandemic and enabling them to
deliver a wide range of services to the local community.
£9,944, Bright Woods Forest School CIC - Woodland Wellbeing
- Mental health and wellbeing sessions for adults in a woodland
setting learning new skills and gaining knowledge to develop
their confidence and resilience.
£13,656, Middleton in Teesdale Silver Band - Youth Development
Programme - A youth development programme visiting 5 local
primary schools and purchasing instruments for the Middleton
Silver Band to encourage young people to try playing an
instrument and to join the band.
£13,098, Teesdale Sailing Club and Water sports Club Enhancing the Sailing Club facilities with green energy that
will supply the clubhouse with power for heating, lighting, and
cooking.
£9,000, Durham Wildlife Trust - Teesdale Natural Communities
- Durham Wildlife Trust will encourage more people to get
involved with caring for local woodlands. This project builds on
the work done by the Teesdale Woodland Volunteers and will
expand into Winston and potentially sites in the Evenwood Ward.

£11,800, North Pennines AONB Partnership – Paths for All
Teesdale - The North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty Partnership working with local partners and volunteers
will improve the local public rights of way and access network
in Middleton-in-Teesdale and its hinterland.
£12,000, Phoenix Day Care - Phoenix Future Sustainability Helping the organisation deliver their adult day care services
and to recover from the lack of income during the pandemic.
The organisation will seek volunteers and provide students with
work placements.
£5,000, Teesdale Tiger Sharks Amateur Swimming Club Enjoy, Excel, Compete - The Tiger Sharks swimming club will
purchase 4 new starting blocks to help their members improve
their starts and enable the club to host more open days and
inter-club meets.
£17,600, UTASS – Together - This project will bring people
together from rural communities across Teesdale for a series
of events and activities, addressing the lack of social activities
and opportunities for social contact that they have faced
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic.
£25,000, Bishop Auckland College - Employability, Upskilling
& Discretionary Project - The Project builds on previous
successful funding, providing opportunities for unemployed
clients, along with an upskilling element for employed clients,
aged 16 plus, residing in TAP area, to receive effective
information, advice, and guidance as well as access funds to
attend specific ‘non-mainstream funded’ training.
£10,000, Etherley Parish Council - Toft Hill Play Area Improvements will be made to the Toft Hill play facilities. This
will include the installation of a range of pre-school play
equipment as this age group is not provided for at present. The
project will also include the replacement of an existing trim trail
for use by older age groups.
£15,980, Durham Constabulary – Operation Lyric - Rural
crime in Teesdale is an area of concern for communities. This
project will enhance and renew existing Automatic Number
Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras with modern updated static
devices along with the purchase of 10 quad bike trackers.
£3,585, M@HoT – Music in Durham Dales, jointly with Weardale
AAP - Funds will support delivery of M@HoT’s weekly music
workshops in both dales. They will include workshop events in
primary and secondary schools to raise awareness and recruit
new members.

£10,000, Woodland Village Hall - Woodland Village Hall
Refurbishment - Woodland Village Hall is a thriving hub of
the community and the aim of this project is to improve the
facilities including installation of a new heating system, building
insulation, and LED lighting. The project will also reduce their
carbon footprint.
£8,000, Cornerstone Christian Centre - Cornerstone Community
Hall Refurbishment - This project will see the current facilities
modernised and significantly improved. Work includes
modernising the toilets to meet current standards including full
disability access with baby changing facilities.
£2,000, Durham County Council Community Arts – Veterans
Legacy Programme – This project provides a programme of
activities for all ex-uniformed services personnel and their
families. Including digital skills, woodwork, fishing, gardening
and other creative activities.

Holiday Activities with Healthy Food Fund 2021 (HAHF)
The scheme aims to support local community groups and
organisations, based in the Teesdale AAP area, to deliver
enriching holiday activities with healthy food. To date the
following projects has been supported:
May Half Term 2021
£609, UTASS – May Madness Fun and Food
Easter Holidays 2021
£1,823.45, UTASS - Easter Holiday Fun for Families
£3,792, YMCA - Easter Activities with Healthy Food
Summer Holidays 2021
£3,462, UTASS - UTASS Summer Spectacular
£6,360.32, Gainford and Langton Parish Council - Summer
Holiday Sports
October 2021
£850, TCR Hub –TCR Hub October Fun
£872, UTASS - UTASS October Adventures
£500, YMCA – Halloween in Cockfield and Evenwood
Christmas Holidays 2021
£1,738, YMCA - Christmas in Cockfield and Evenwood
£930, TCR Hub - A Community Christmas at TCR Hub
£1,987, UTASS - UTASS Christmas Fun
February Half Term 2022
£505, YMCA - Holi Half Term in Cockfield and Evenwood
£760, TCR Hub – February Half Term activities
£797, St Cuthbert’s Church - Visit to Bright Woods Forest School
and to Hamsterley Forest.

2021/22 Funding Allocation
Towns and Villages
The aim to support local regeneration through a range of
targeted local investments that will further support the overall
Council Towns and Village Investment Plan. TAP has been
awarded £210,000 to invest in local initiatives over the next 3
years. To date the following project has been supported:
£65,000, Durham County Council - Teesdale Business
Improvement Grants - The Teesdale Business Improvement
Grant Scheme will provide grants to local businesses to carry
out capital works to vacant premises or to improve/develop
existing business premises. The overriding aim of the scheme
is to support new or existing businesses to improve premises
or bring vacant premises back into use for retail/office or
overnight accommodation uses creating and safeguarding
jobs.

Councillors Towns and Villages
In addition, each of the 6 elected members have been
allocated a one off additional £10,000 to their Neighbourhood
Budget to focus on ‘Towns and Villages’ projects. Funding
needs to be committed over the next 3 years. To date the
following project has been supported:
£10,000, Woodland Village Hall - Building Refurbishment installation of new heating and ventilation system, new lighting,
and broadband connection.

Neighbourhood Budget
Neighbourhood Budget is an allocation of £19,400 that each
County Councillor receives each year to spend on community
projects. The process is supported by the AAP team.
The projects listed have been supported by County Councillors
Richard Bell, George Richardson, James Rowlandson, Ted
Henderson, James Cosslett, and Roberts Potts.
£7,000, Montalbo School - Roundhouse - Installation of a
“Roundhouse” structure for outdoor activities and events for the
whole school community.
£10,000, Cotherstone Primary - Community Garden - External
improvements to enhance the community garden and facilities
for out of school club, toddlers, and pre-school.
£2,500, Gainford Parish Church - Historic Time - Repairs to the
church clock and a sharing of the village’s local history with
primary school pupils and the local community.
£3,000, Bowes Football Club - Car Park - Creation of car
parking at the club’s Tens Field site reducing their impact on
the local environment.

£8,000, Barnard Castle Christmas Lights - Shine On - Lighting up
the streets of Barnard Castle in Christmas 2022, with new festoon
lights, a multi-coloured tree wrap and new power supplies.

£970, Blaize – Online Folk Festival - Cream Teas Youth Folk
group produced a video recording for inclusion in online Folk
Festivals.

£3,495, Barningham Net Zero - Greener Barningham - Village
environmental improvements including tree planting, hedge
laying and a householder LED bulb replacement scheme.

£100, Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway – Etherley
Incline Friends group produced posters and flyers for a heritage
event.

£400, Lumiere, County Durham – Support for festival
workshops in the Teesdale area.

£950, Gainford Art Society - Workshops - Photographic
workshops for young people and adults.

£1,200, Barnard Castle Town Council - Defibrillator – installation
of a defibrillator at Woodleigh, Scar Top, Barnard Castle.
£2,200, St Mary’s Primary School - Community Garden Creating a garden area to bring together pupils and the local
community.

£900, Cockfield Christmas Lights - Lighting additional trees on
Cockfield Village Green.
£500, YMCA Cockfield - Christmas Lunch - Providing Christmas
Lunch for residents who are facing social isolation

£2,200, Whorlton Parish Council - Phone box - Installation
of a vintage phone box to be used as a book and produce
exchange.

£525, Evenwood and Ramshaw Community Association –
Christmas activities for young people aged 5-16 years including
crafts and games, healthy lunch, and snacks.

£2,160, Evenwood, Ramshaw and District History Society Equipment – Computer and multi-media equipment to improve
the groups’ ability to record and present information.

£500, Gainford Montalbo Village Hall and Recreation Committee
- Village Fun Day -portable toilet and first aid support.

£4,300, Barningham Village Hall - Refurbishment - Replacing
old windows and purchasing a new water boiler and cooker
improving the halls energy efficiency.
£6,000, Woodland Village Hall - Refurbishment – Installation
of new heating and ventilation system, new lighting, and
broadband connection.
£3,000, Cornerstone Community Church Hall – Toilet
improvements and purchase of equipment for toddler and
youth groups.
£1,800, Barnard Castle Scouts - Building repairs – Replacing
window frames and repair to garage door.
£4,967, Hamsterley School - Forest School – Redevelopment of
outside areas and purchase of equipment.
£5,000 – Etherley Parish Council – Toft Hill Play Area –
Additional equipment for the play area.

Neighbourhood Budget (Small Grants)
The Small Grants Fund is a fast track, light touch funding
scheme which is part of the Neighbourhood Budget.
Each County Councillor can spend up to £2,000 of their
Neighbourhood Budget in any financial year on initiatives that
will enhance the wellbeing of their local area.
£825, Evenwood in Bloom - Additional tiered planters to
improve the village environment.

Further information on the projects that individual Councillors have supported can be found by contacting TAP.

£200, Pathway Church - Holiday Activities - A week of holiday
activities for young people in the Upper Dale.
£900, Teesdale Operatic Society - Equipment – Sound
equipment and organisational costs.
£200, Winston Millennium Green - Commemorative Tree –
Planting of an oak tree in commemoration of Prince Philip.
£479.94, Middleton Wanderers - Kit - Training and match kit for a
new walking football group.
£620, Barnard Castle Rotary Club – Computers for the
Community- Refurbishment of laptops and mini-computers for
donation to local schools and community groups.
£565, Brightwoods Forest Schools CIC - Door Decorating
Workshop - Two workshops to make a door decoration for
Barnard Castle’s Holi Festival 2022.
£950, St Mary’s Parish Church, Barnard Castle - Community
Music Festival - Pupils from Green Lane will work with musicians
to rehearse a musical about the life of King Richard III
culminating in two public performances.
£315, Ovington Parish Council - Jubilee Celebrations – Village
celebrations for the Platinum Jubilee.
£400, Marwood Parish Council – planters at the four entrances
to the Parish of Marwood.

The Difference We Have Made
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Bishop Auckland College Employability, Upskilling &
Discretionary Fund
The college and suppliers provide opportunities
for unemployed clients, along with a training
and upskilling element for employed clients,
aged 16 plus, to receive effective Information
Advice and Guidance as well as funds to attend
specific ‘non-mainstream funded’ training. Locally
industries such as road haulage, agricultural and
hospitality are all struggling to recruit employees
and this scheme can support them to take on new
employees. The project aims to support a minimum
of 21 people into employment opportunities.

Teesdale Tiger Sharks
Teesdale Tiger Sharks was formed in 2012 and
has always been based at Teesdale Leisure
Centre. It is a competitive swimming club and has
an all-inclusive ethos with swimmers aged 7–21
year-old who train and compete within the security
of a club environment. Funding will support the
club to purchase 4 new starting blocks. Races at
competition can be won and lost by excellent or
poor starts respectively. Using the race standard
starting blocks is essential for developing this
competency. The installation of new starting blocks
will allow the club to deliver small-scale swimming
galas, inviting other clubs to compete, and
therefore introducing a second revenue stream. 57
existing and new club members will benefit.

Middleton in Teesdale
Silver Band
Middleton and Teesdale Silver Band has been
in existence for nearly 200 years, providing
music and accompaniment to many community
events including Church services, the light switch
on, fetes, carnivals and shows in the Teesdale
area, as well as doing an annual programme
of concerts. This funding will enable the band
to run their Youth Development Programme in
2022. Five local primary schools will be given a
demonstration event and 20 interested pupils will
then be offered lessons with a qualified music
teacher over 30 weeks. The children will also come
together as part of a junior band, they will have
new instruments and music books. On completion
of the programme, they will have the opportunity
to continue playing bringing new life blood to the
group and ensuring the sustainability of the band.

The Difference We Have Made

Teesdale Business
Improvement Grants
Durham County Council Regeneration Team have
run a business improvement grant scheme for the
last 7 years mainly in Barnard Castle and latterly
also Middleton in Teesdale. The existing scheme
will be extended to cover the smaller retail centres
in Staindrop, Evenwood, Cockfield and Gainford.
The scheme will provide grants to local businesses
to carry out capital works to vacant premises or to
improve/develop existing business premises. The
scheme aims to support 13 business and create 10
new jobs.

Phoenix Day Care
Established in 2015 after the closure of day care services for adults in the town Phoenix provides a
bespoke adult day care service that is open for people aged 18 plus who have a learning disability,
physical or sensory impairment, have mental health issues or the elderly and for people that are
at risk of social isolation. The service has enabled people to maintain long-term friendships and
reduced the impact of social isolation and supported families and carers. This funding will enable
the business to rebuild strong foundations and maintain a good level of service. The 12 current
service users and their families will benefit but they aim to offer additional places and raise their
profile through marketing initiatives, networking and developing links to other referral organisations.
They will also offer voluntary opportunities and work placements to adult care students.

Contact Details
Teesdale Action Partnership
Durham County Council
2 Hall Street
Barnard Castle
County Durham DL12 8JB
Tel: 03000 260 818
Email: tap@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/teesdaleaap

