
New Elvet Bridge Reopening Transcript 
 

[Audio: Cllr Amanda Hopgood, Alan Patrickson and Cllr John Shuttleworth are standing on New Elvet 

Bridge, the sounds of traffic and the wind is audible in the background while they are presenting.] 

[Soundtrack: Ambient music plays in the background for the duration of the clip.] 

[Video Clip: An ariel shot of the work taking place on New Elvert Bridge. The bridge is covered in 

scaffolding.] 

[Text: New Elvert Bridge Reconstruction Project] 

[Text: Funded by Department of Transport (logo) Durham County Council (logo). In partnership with 

Jacobs, Balfour Beatty (logos).] 

[Text: Cllr Amanda Hopgood, Leader of Durham County Council] 

[Cllr Amanda Hopgood] I'm delighted to be here today to mark the reopening of New Elvert Bridge. 

The city is one of the most beautiful cities in the world, and the views from this bridge is second to 

none. The bridge is a vital part of the city's infrastructure, and we need to make sure that it's 

maintained properly so that can serve us for years to come.  

[Video Clips: A clip looking along the river toward New Elvert Bridge. Durham Cathedral and Castle 

are visible in the background of the shot. A camera shot looking down the river, there are two 

people rowing canoes on the water. A shot of the underside of the bridge looking over the river.] 

[Cllr Amanda Hopgood] Despite the world coming to a standstill for a time last year, this hasn't 

stopped project team from delivering this large scale project. Faced with the risks associated with 

COVID 19 and the technical challenges the project brought with it, the project team have really 

stepped up and adapted to make sure that the work on the bridge has been complete. To make sure 

with traffic kept moving across the city, it was necessary to introduce a number of temporary 

restrictions. I'm pleased to say that these have also been removed today following the reopening of 

the bridge. 

[Text: Alan Patrickson, Corporate Director Neighbourhoods and Climate Change] 

[Alan Patrickson] The bridge is a really important bridge in the city, as everyone will know, so it's 

fabulous to see it open again. This project, as you will all know here, has been incredibly complex.  

[Image: Photograph of scaffolding on and around New Elvet Bridge.] 

[Alan Patrickson] As a result of meticulous planning and fantastic delivery, the fact that this bridge 

has been done during the COVID period and a COVID safe way is a testament to everyone here who's 

been involved in the project. Incredibly complicated piece of civil engineering.  

[Video Clip: Computer simulated animation of the work being undertaken on the bridge.] 

[Text: Suspend central deck section and break out of defective concrete joints. Lift central deck 

section by 300mm to allow reconstruction. Reconstruct north half joint. Lower deck section. Cast 

south joint continuous.] 

 



[Alan Patrickson]  It baffles me to be stood here to think that this bridge deck behind me was, was 

lifted in the air at work done underneath it and then put back in place. Incredible piece of work. 

Incredible tight, confined conditions. Amazing technical skills on display here to see this finished 

product.  

[Text: Cllr John Shuttleworth, Portfolio Holder Highways and Rural Communities] 

[Cllr John Shuttleworth] It's been a privilege to come in and mark the end of such a significant 

project. The project is a testament to the dedicated and hard work that the teams put into the 

highway’s projects. 

[Video Clip: A road leading to a set of traffic lights which are on green. Behind the traffic lights there 

is fencing where construction workers and their vehicles are visible. During the course of the clip the 

traffic lights turn to amber.] 

[Cllr John Shuttleworth] It's months of preparation that many people don't see.  

[Video Clip: A shot of a piece of road with the directions “A690 C’PATH” and “A690E, A1M” painted 

on it. Traffic, travelling in both directions, is visible in the top of the shot along with construction 

workers and their vehicles.] 

[Cllr John Shuttleworth] We have more than twelve hundred bridges across the county and 3,700 

kilometres of road to maintain and look after you in order to keep the country moving and 

everybody else. 

[Video Clip: A shot looking across an empty New Elvert Bride toward a large white building.] 

[Video Clip: A shot of the underside of the bridge looking over the river.] 

[Cllr John Shuttleworth] We do appreciate it might of caused, a lot of inconvenience for a number of 

time, fourteen, fifteen months. But I'd like to again thank the project team and Balfour Beatty, 

who've been able to deliver the project on behalf of the council. 

[Video Clip: An ariel shot of the work taking place on New Elvert Bridge. The bridge is covered in 

scaffolding. As the shot progresses the camera scans up to take in Durham Cathedral in the 

background.] 

[Text: Durham County Council logo] 

[Text: Like, Comment, Share, www.duhram.gov.uk/newelvet, Find out more.] 

http://www.duhram.gov.uk/newelvet

