Local Transport Plan 3
Appendices

LTP3 Appendices Document

A LTP3 Policies & Daughter Strategies

4

B Performance Indicators

36

C Minor Schemes Review

42

D Settlements

50

E Community Transport Providers

54

F Regeneration Statement Summary

58

G Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) Summary

62

H County Durham Plan

66

I Durham City

68

J Durham Coast Line - New Station Outline Case

72

K East Durham Link Road - Remaining Stage Outline Case

76

L The Leamside Line

80

M The Weardale Line Concept

84

LTP3 Appendices Document

Durham County Council

LTP3 Appendices Document

A .0 LTP3 Policies & Daughter Strategies

Durham County Council

3

LTP3 Appendices Document

A.0.1 In seeking to provide a comprehensive transport policy base for the information
of the public and stakeholders, LTP3 also refers to other ancillary policies contained in
daughter strategies and action plans, etc. that continue to be applied. Table A.0.1 lists
the policies contained within LTP3 together with those of other associated plans and
strategies. The policies which form the policy base of this local transport plan, together
with their preambles, are laid out in numerical order within this Appendix.
Table A.0.1 Strategies and related Policies

Policy Number

Topic
Local Transport Plan 3

4

1

Corridor Improvements

2

Cross Boundary Connections

3

Electric Vehicles and Charging Points

4

Traffic Management

5

New Road Infrastructure

6

Climate Change & Carbon Emissions

7

Attitude Change

8

Freight

9

Road Charging and Workplace Parking

10

Demand Management

11

Road Safety

12

Speed Management

13

Traffic Calming

14

Powered Two Wheel Vehicles

15

Walking

16

Cycling

17

Active and Sustainable School Travel

18

Workplace Travel Plans

19

Air Quality

20

Young People and Children

21

Less Able, Disadvantaged and Older People
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Policy Number

Topic

22

Bus Travel

23

Public Transport Information

24

Bus Partnerships

25

Community Transport

26

Taxis

27

Transport Interchange

28

Passenger Rail

29

Public Parking

30

Noise

31

Security

32

Rural Areas

33

Natural and Historic Environment

34

Highway Maintenance

35

Bridge Maintenance

36

Street Lighting
Durham County Council Parking Strategy

1

General Application

2

Balance of Provision

3

Controlled Parking Zones (CPZ)

4

Residents' Parking

5

Charges

6

Requests for Enforcement

7

Enforcement Outside Schools

8

Bus Stops

9

Wheel Clamping and Vehicle Removals

10

Diplomatic Registered Vehicles

11

Crown and Visiting Forces

5
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Policy Number

Topic

12

Waivers

13

Loading

14

Disabled Parking

15

Inspection of blue badges

16

Limited Waiting

17

Heavy Commercial Vehicles

18

Driveway Protection/Keep Clear

19

Turning Heads in Residential Areas

20

Observation Times

21

Representations

22

Use of Surpluses
Network Management Strategy

1

Considering the needs of all road users

2

Co-ordinating and planning works and known events

3

Gathering information and providing information needs

4

Incident management and contingency planning

5

Dealing with traffic growth

6

Working with stakeholders - internal and external

7

Ensuring parity with others

8

Providing evidence to demonstrate network management
Traffic Signs & Pedestrian Crossing Policies

6

1

Provision of tourist signs

2

Provision of temporary event signs

3

Provision of ad hoc signs (churches, schools, community centre
etc) that do not qualify under tourism sign criteria

4

PV2 criteria for pedestrian crossings
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Policy Number

Topic

5

Performance indicator 165 for audio/visually impaired pedestrians
at traffic signals - assessment criteria based on beepers, knurled
knobs & tactile paving etc.

6

Safety cameras
Highways Maintenance Management Plan

1

Skidding Resistance Policies

2

Highway Safety Fence Inspection Strategy

3

Operational Flood Plan

4

Highway Safety Inspection Manual

Other transport related plans and strategies:
Table A.0.2

Street Lighting Policy
Bus Strategy
Bus Information Strategy
Speed Management Strategy (with Police)
County Durham & Darlington Road Casualty Reduction Strategy
Cycling Strategy
Carbon Reduction Strategy
Rights of Way Improvement Plan
Transport Asset Management Plan (TAMP)
Winter Service Plan
Operational Footway Clearance Plan
Surface Water Management Plan

A.1 Policy 1 Corridor Improvements
A.1.1 The Integrated Route Management (IRM) approach to improve corridors of travel
for all types of road user will not just be restricted to A class roads. Corridor improvements
will be delivered which will integrate the needs and issues of all modes of transport that
use the highway network and will:
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allow better access to public transport and local services by mobility impaired persons
provide new cycling infrastructure with primary emphasis on utility journeys
encourage walking
take into consideration road safety and traffic restraint management
take into consideration visual impact and affects on biodiversity
de-clutter by removing unnecessary street furniture and signage.
take climate change adaption needs into account
A.1.2 A framework for delivery will be established along corridors of travel based on
audits of the road network.

Policy 1
An integrated route management approach to improve corridors of travel will be taken
when other programmed transport projects can be combined to provide more
comprehensive benefits (e.g. economic, social and environmental) along routes with
particular emphasis on improving conditions for non-car users and those who are
mobility impaired.

A.2 Policy 2 Cross Boundary Connections
A.2.1 Long term travel patterns in the county will increasingly be influenced by regional
development and investment strategies. The "Northern Way" identified Tyne and Wear
and the Tees Valley as city regions i.e. conurbations whose towns and cities act as the
focus for jobs, services and facilities for extensive hinterlands. Much of the population of
County Durham is within either of the two city regions, but not all. The Regional Spatial
Strategy identified two Regional Transport Corridors linking up the two conurbations with
a further Regional Transport Corridor passes through the southwest of the county linking
Tees Valley up with Cumbria. Recently a number of strategic studies of the region were
commissioned under the "Delivering a Sustainable Transport System (DaSTS) agenda.
However these will not be developed further at the time of writing as the focus of
development is going to be driven through Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) in the
future.
A.2.2 This is the moving regional policy background against which the Local Transport
Plan has been developed. As well as being a focus for employment, services, leisure and
culture Newcastle to the north and Teeside to the south also contain the means to travel
further afield. National bus and rail services are accessed there along with two airports
and a passenger ferry port located in North Tyneside.
A.2.3 A consequence of national and regional strategies may result in the residents of
County Durham making more regular trips to either of the two city regions. As few as
possible of these trips should be undertaken by private car so a range of more sustainable
travel options must be available. The public should be encouraged, by whatever means
are available, to use public transport rather than depend upon driving into the city regions.

8

Durham County Council

LTP3 Appendices Document

It is therefore essential that public transport links into Tyne and Wear and the Tees Valley
from within the county are maintained and enhanced as part of the rejuvenation processes
for the two city regions.
A.2.4 In the rural west of the county the extent and provision of public transport is
unavoidably reduced and the private car has to be more relied upon for access. However
improvements to the heritage rail line between Darlington and Bishop Auckland and on to
Eastgate could help and links to Alston and Brough may be more important than links to
the east.

Policy 2
The County Council will work with neighbouring local authorities, transport authorities
and transport operators to maintain and enhance the efficiency, value and safety
sustain and improve the attractiveness of transport links to the two regional transport
corridors within the region and beyond as well as encouraging sustainable transport
options. Particular attention will be given to public transport links into the two major
urban areas of Tyne and Wear and Tees Valley as well as ensuring that important
transport links and services in the rural west of the county are not ignored.

A.3 Policy 3 Electric Vehicles and Charging Points
A.3.1 The Government has recently developed a range of policies to support the
development and commercialisation of lower carbon vehicles and their associated
technologies for recharging. Electric vehicles can offer significant environmental benefits
compared with existing internal combustion engine vehicles. Research suggests, using
the current UK power generation mix, that electric vehicles could realise up to a 40%
benefit in CO2 savings compared with a typical petrol family car over its full life cycle.
Larger emission reductions could be obtained over time if the UK moves to lower carbon
sources of power generation, for example wind or wave power. Demands on the UK
electricity grid can be managed in the long term through the use of smart meters and
dynamic tariffs which could allow the support of a relatively high number of vehicles without
the need to build extra power stations. In fact electric vehicles can potentially provide a
way to capture and store electricity at night from renewable sources like wind power.
A.3.2 To use their electric vehicles motorists will need to be able to recharge them.
Many will be able to do this at home by installing a low cost, weatherproof, external socket,
like those used for electric lawn mowers or using an existing socket in their garage. At
the same time, publicly accessible charging infrastructure in key destinations such as
offices or shopping centre car parks will help drivers recharge when away from home.
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A.3.3 An initial significant disincentive to adoption of the new technology will arise through
"range anxiety". Drivers' concerns about the potential range of vehicles (reported as 100
miles between charges for the Nissan Leaf) may suppress the market. The provision of
publicly accessible re-charge infrastructure is considered essential to allow the market to
develop.
A.3.4 Funding through the Office for Low Emission Vehicles is available through the
2010/11 "Plugged in Places" programme to support installation of charging infrastructure
in publicly accessible places in order to kick start the provision of charging points and
encourage the early adoption of electric vehicles.

Policy 3
The development of a market for electric vehicles in the county will be supported by:
Exemption from parking charges for at least 5 years from April 2011 at recharge
parking bays.
Programme of providing electric charging points in public areas in the main towns.
Developing planning guidelines for the provision of charging points in new
commercial and residential developments.

A.4 Policy 4 Traffic Management
A.4.1 Network Management is the term used for managing the transport network to
ensure that its capacity for getting people to their destination is as high as possible.
Disruption can cause traffic congestion in peak times, by poorly planned road works, traffic
accidents, entertainment events and even by poorly located builders skips.
A.4.2 The 2004 Traffic Management Act introduced a duty on the County Council
(Network Management Duty) to make the best use of the highway network for the benefit
of all its road users.

Policy 4
The Network Management Duty will be carried out in accordance with the priorities
identified by the County Council's Network Management Plan in order to maximise
the capacity and efficiency of the transport network.
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A.5 Policy 5 New Road Infrastructure
A.5.1 Road building can be disruptive and expensive and it is more preferable that all
new development is located to minimise the need for new road construction. In terms of
building roads to overcome problems relating to congestion and safety, then such projects
shall only be pursued after all other potential options have been considered.
A.5.2 The new road infrastructure programme has to change from facilitating the growth
of traffic to one of managing the growth of traffic, with a view to eventually reducing traffic,
in line with the Network Management Duty. To be consistent with this Plan’s goals, new
roads need to be designed so as not to encourage more or longer car journeys, nor detract
from any of the more sustainable forms of transport.
A.5.3 The County Council will continue its approach to integrating all modes of transport,
to build a sustainable transport system for the county and will ensure that all new highway
proposals complement the Plan goals. All highway schemes will be fully assessed to
ensure that they fully support the Plan’s goals and challenges.
A.5.4 Where funding is available, highway improvements identified on the Minor Schemes
list will be carried out according to their priority ranking together with any other influencing
factors which may impact on their implementation.

Policy 5
Proposals for improvements to the highway network will only be brought forward, in
the absence of suitable alternatives, capable of achieving the same objectives. Where
new roads are subject to environmental impact assessment, mitigation opportunities
that enhance aspects of the environment will be utilised where practicable.

A.6 Policy 6 Climate Change & Carbon Emissions
A.6.1 The impact of climate change is very likely to be one of the most significant issues
facing County Durham for the foreseeable future. The 2006 Stern Review makes it clear
that human activity is changing the world's climate and , as these changes intensify there
will be profound costs for global and local prosperity, people's health and the natural
environment. There is mounting evidence that the UK is now experiencing more unusual
and variable weather and the North East England Climate Change Adaption Study forecast:
Increased seasonality of rainfall (up 21% in winter, down 37% in summer)
Variability in extreme rainfall events of up to 20%
Average daily temperature increase of 2 degrees
Extreme hot temperatures increase by 3 degrees
Increase in heatwaves and reduction in winter snowfall
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A.6.2 We are facing challenging times in that the UK has to meet a 34% reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020. Locally, in County Durham, the County Council has
agreed an even more challenging 40% reduction by 2020 from their 1990 baseline. At
the same time we must support economic recovery, promote social inclusion and improve
health and quality of life. LTP3 provides a unique opportunity to influence individual travel
choices and embed sustainable travel throughout the county by means of carefully selected
packages of complementary measures which seek to influence the transport choices that
people make.
A.6.3 We all have a responsibility to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the easiest
and most straightforward thing any individual can do is reduce their amount of travelling
by car, especially alone. The County Council aims to help people choose to walk, cycle
and use public transport by providing the right conditions, working to improve services
and informing the public, but the responsibility of making travel decisions remains with the
individual. However it remains that each car journey harms the environment by emitting
CO2 and other greenhouse gases. Unfortunately the recent Copenhagen Climate
Conference did not produce any legally binding reductions however this does not alter the
urgency for individuals, organisations and countries to meet or exceed their targets for
carbon reduction.
A.6.4
is:

The amount of carbon dioxide produced in a typical 10 mile journey per person

Large car
Small car
Bus
Train

-

4.1Kg
2.1Kg
1.7Kg
0.9Kg

A.6.5 Measures will need to be taken to ensure mitigation of, and adaption to, the effects
of climate change such as increased likelihood of winter flooding and in the summer heat
affecting the performance of road surfaces and bridge structures. Risk assessments will
be needed at vulnerable locations on the travel network.

Policy 6
Reduction of carbon emissions will be addressed through the requirements of the
County Council's "Carbon Reduction Strategy". Risk assessments will be carried out
to assess the transport system’s vulnerability to the forecast changes to the north east
climate and actions taken to minimise any risks identified.
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A.7 Policy 7 Attitude Change
A.7.1 A significant shift to sustainable travel patterns within the county will only be
achieved by a change in attitudes. A fundamental change needs to be achieved in the
way people view the private car and its usage in order to bring about a change in current
travel patterns and the reduction of traffic within the county.
A.7.2 People need to be made more aware of the wider impacts of car travel, the
consequences of their travel choices and the benefits of choosing to travel less by car and
more by walking, cycling and using public transport. The County Council will undertake
public awareness campaigns to keep the issue alive and relevant to all groups in the
community. Awareness will include raising the profile of the benefits of car sharing and
car clubs.
A.7.3 All Travel Plans should be designed to educate and provide travellers with viable
alternatives to using the private car.
A.7.4 Everyone will be encouraged to walk, cycle and use public transport regularly
where practicable. The consequences of over reliance on the car, in terms of the costs to
the environment and personal health, will be highlighted, as will the adverse effects of
increasing road congestion.

Policy 7
The County Council will bring about attitude change through publicising the importance
of reducing dependence on the private car and encouraging the use of alternative
modes of transport, especially for journeys that are made on a regular basis and those
of a shorter distance. This will be done in parallel with appropriate infrastructure
improvements which will play their part in demonstrating that alternatives to the car
can be easy and attractive. Alternative modes will include car sharing and car clubs.

A.8 Policy 8 Freight
A.8.1 Economic growth will always drive an increasing demand for goods leading to
increased movement of goods and materials on the road network. The county’s strategic
highway network is a vital logistical tool serving the county’s industries and suppliers that
rely on the movement of freight by road. There is therefore a need to safeguard the strategic
highway network to serve this important element of business activity. Vehicles that transport
freight vary widely in shape and size; the freight being carried will often determine the type
of vehicle being used. Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) are, because of their size and weight,
the most intrusive vehicles using the highway network and reducing their impact is always
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a challenge. The County Council will, where required, exercise its highways and planning
powers to ensure freight movements by road cause the minimum of damage to the
environment and the highway network.
A.8.2 Regionally there is a lack of driver rest facilities at present although there are
proposals in Tyne and Wear to improve the supply.
A.8.3 The movement of freight by rail can provide a more sustainable alternative to
road transport and could be improved to ease the pressure upon the county’s roads by
reducing the amount of freight using the strategic road network. Rail is particularly well
suited to the bulk haulage of goods and materials long distances at high-speeds. The main
opportunity for increasing the use of rail for freight transport remains in the development
of new and improved facilities to serve the long distance and international freight sector.
A.8.4 The main opportunities for improving rail freight in County Durham could come
through the re-opening of the Leamside Line by providing an alternative route to the east
of the East Coast Main Line (ECML) between Tursdale south of Durham City and the Tyne
and Wear city region. Associated with this, but not dependant upon it would be the
development of a rail based freight facility at a site at the junction of the ECML and the
Leamside Line close to Junction 61 of the A1(M) at Tursdale.

Policy 8
The County Council will monitor issues with respect to freight on the county's road
network and assess and promote delivery solutions that are efficient, safe and
neighbourly. To maximise choice in the movement of freight on the rail network, the
exploration of opportunities to provide new facilities beside existing and former railway
lines will continue.

A.9 Policy 9 Road Charging and Workplace Parking
A.9.1

Durham County Council has the authority to impose charges for:

the use of roads in an area
workplace parking
A.9.2 The purpose of imposing such charges would be to reduce traffic and encourage
more use of alternative modes of transport. Locally, road charging has been successfully
introduced into the historic centre of Durham City and resulted in a very significant reduction
in traffic and improved environment and quality of life. However it is unlikely that this
scheme would be extended in the short term in the absence of a national initiative. It is
interesting that in July 2010 the RAC Foundation stated that "introduction of road user
charging in England is essential if the country is to avoid gridlock in the coming decades".
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The purpose of a workplace parking levy is to reduce traffic demand and encourage modal
shift, with revenue having to be directed to investment in local transport. It could have a
negative effect on economic growth and no schemes have yet been introduced in England.

Policy 9
Schemes for the introduction of road charging or workplace parking charges could be
considered where they can make a useful contribution to reducing car dependency/use
or congestion. At the time of writing there are no plans to introduce Road User Charging
or a Workplace Parking Levy in County Durham as part of LTP3.

A.10 Policy 10 Demand Management
A.10.1 A policy for Demand Management was suggested in the Strategic Environmental
Assessment to link both transport with land use strategy in the County Durham Plan and
carbon reduction.
A.10.2
Linking with the "attitude change" policy demand management measures,
including parking charges and controls, traffic management and road space prioritisation,
will be considered as ways to influence travel demand. Links with the County Durham
Plan will be maintained to ensure that the spatial approach to development helps to contain
increases in overall travel demand and that new developments are located where the
resulting extra demand for car travel can be accommodated.

Policy 10
Transport demand on the highway network will be managed by influencing attitudes
to the use of the private car and promoting more sustainable modes of transport in
order to curb traffic growth, traffic congestion and address carbon reduction.
Links with the County Durham Plan will be maintained to ensure that development
is only permitted where transport demand can be catered for.

A.11 Policy 11 Road Safety
A.11.1 The social, economic and environmental impacts of road traffic collisions are
well known. They affect all aspects of society and although Durham roads are some of
the safest in the country recent analysis shows that the rate of casualty reduction is slowing.
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A.11.2 The principle behind the County Council's Road Safety Partnership Strategy is
to work in partnership with Darlington Borough Council, Durham Constabulary, Fire and
Rescue, Primary Care Trust, Government Office and the Highways Agency to reduce road
traffic collisions, fatalities and injuries. This Partnership brings together professional groups
who will make a positive contribution to casualty reduction and deliver safer roads.

Policy 11
Measures to improve road safety and reduce casualties will be implemented in a
prioritised way and all new schemes will be designed and constructed with road safety
as a key consideration. The County Durham and Darlington Partnership approach to
improving road safety through the Casualty Reduction Strategy will be continued.

A.12 Policy 12 Speed Management
A.12.1 Balancing the need to travel with the need to improve the quality of life in our
communities helps address one of the 6 goals of LTP3. It also reflects our wider aspiration
to overcome social exclusion and strengthen rural communities. LTP3 is committed to
reducing road traffic collisions and developing a safer environment for all road users.
A.12.2 Speed limits should be evidence-led, self explanatory and seek to reinforce
peoples assessment of what is a safe speed to travel.
A.12.3 The promotion of safe and considerate driving and encouraging road uses to
adopt appropriate speeds is a central part of our Speed Management Strategy.

Policy 12
We will continue to introduce measures to reduce speed in local communities in order
to help reduce casualties and improve the quality of life for the residents.

A.13 Policy 13 Traffic Calming
A.13.1 Accidents and nuisance from traffic continues to occur on local roads where
people live, work and shop. The County Council will continue to undertake a wide range
of activities that better road safety and, reduce the nuisance of traffic. Traffic calming
measures will lower speeds and improve quality of life. Such measures should lessen the
attractiveness of ‘rat-running’ i.e. reducing the practise of deviating from main roads and
using minor roads including those that serve housing estates to cut corners or avoid traffic
build ups on the main highway network. Reducing fear of traffic will help remove a barrier
to more cycling and walking.
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Policy 13
We will continue to respond to requests for traffic calming from the community when
the improvements provide the community with improved quality of life and are value
for money.

A.14 Policy 14 Powered Two Wheel Vehicles
A.14.1 Powered two-wheel vehicles can be a viable alternative to car use, generally
considered for utility journeys as being more economical in terms of fuel consumption and
possibly contributing less to urban congestion. Although the main concern with this type
of vehicle is a higher casualty rate, they can provide accessibility (particularly in rural
areas) which might otherwise not be available.
A.14.2 Longer journey distances, which may deter people from walking or cycling, can
be covered by powered two-wheelers and being generally cheaper to buy than cars could
give young people more economical access to employment.
A.14.3 Powered two wheelers are not permitted to use bus lanes within County Durham,
however this policy may be reviewed on a location by location basis and if deemed suitable
will be clearly signed as such.

Policy 14
The County Council will work with local motorcycling representatives to address
motorcycle issues, particularly safety education issues, throughout the county.
These issues will include:
Engaging with local and national motorcycle user groups to identify hazards on
the existing highway network within County Durham in order to allow any hazards
to be prioritised and corrected
Introducing a motorcycling audit as part of the existing safety audit regime for all
new road developments to ensure the safety of motorcyclists has been addressed
Consideration of the provision of secure parking in town centres and at public
facilities
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A.15 Policy 15 Walking
A.15.1 Most people in good health should be able to walk up to two miles without exerting
themselves. The personal benefits to health of exercise through walking are
well-documented, well known and common sense. Yet this virtually free form of transport
is ignored by the bulk of those who are in the ‘walking category’ described above. Many
journeys, of under two miles which could easily be walked are being taken by car, which
is detrimental to the health of the individuals concerned and the environment.
A.15.2 There are reasons for the decline in walking including possibly safety/security
perceptions and the ambiance of the walking environment. These are issues that will only
affect a proportion of potential walking journeys. The biggest reason for not walking short
journeys seems to be that it is very easy to jump into a car and not consider an alternative.
The County Council wants to encourage people to make walking short journeys the
preferred option.
A.15.3 The County Council will also continue to improve the walking environment for
those who generally require some extra assistance in getting out and about, this includes
the elderly, people with disabilities or those whose health condition restricts mobility.
A.15.4 The County Council’s programme for the development of walking in the county
is presented in The Rights of Way Improvement Plan which also addresses issues by
looking at how we plan to manage the urban and rural paths network in the future.

Policy 15
The overall pedestrian network will continue to be developed and improved for the
benefit of all of its users and to encourage walking. The provision of light controlled
pedestrian crossings will be based on a priority needs assessment. Policies on the
development of walking and operation of the urban and rural path network are outlined
in the Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

A.16 Policy 16 Cycling
A.16.1 Cycling is an important mode of transport not only because it is very sustainable
but it is also a healthy and active means of travel.
A.16.2 In order to ensure cycling is a safe and practical means of transport, it is necessary
to ensure the correct infrastructure is in place and should be taken account of whenever
possible, especially in new designs or travel plans. Elements could include:
Junction priority and alternatives to busy routes
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Cycle lanes and paths
Cycle parking facilities
A.16.3 Although there are many cyclists who are happy to cycle on the main carriageway,
provision needs to be made for those who feel less secure close to live traffic and also at
major junctions where it can become unsafe for both cyclist and motorist when combined
in traffic flow.
A.16.4 The County Council’s programme for the development of cycling in the county
is presented in a supplementary document to this Plan - the County Durham Cycling
Strategy. The public bridleway network is legally available for cyclists to use, and the
Rights of Way Improvement Plan assesses the current and future needs of the network
with regard to cycling.
A.16.5 Cycling will be a feature of all Travel Plans. Developers and site operators will
be obliged to provide and maintain facilities for cyclists. Guidance on the provision of
cycling infrastructure for developers is given in the Durham County Council accessibility
and parking guidelines.
A.16.6 The County Council will continue to work at developing a good cycling environment
by developing the right infrastructure and providing sufficient training opportunities to
enable people to cycle with confidence.

Policy 16
The cycle network will continue to be developed for the benefit of its users and to
attract new users. Policies on the development and operation of the network are
contained in the County Durham Cycling Strategy.

A.17 Policy 17 Active and Sustainable School Travel
A.17.1 Single occupancy, or single child occupancy car use on the home-school journey
has been increasing year on year. This inexorably leads to increased local congestion
around schools; congestion or delays on the wider network at the start and end of the
school day; increased emissions from vehicles leading to poorer air quality and increased
CO2 emissions; less physical activity increasing the risk for students from obesity, heart
disease, strokes, diabetes and osteoporosis in later life; reduced opportunities for students
to develop road safety skills and social awareness skills; and, for students, is likely to lead
to less active travel being first choice throughout later life.
A.17.2 The development of a School Travel Plan for each school has gone some way
to slowing this increase in car use or, in some cases, started to reverse it. This initial
success must be built on, not only with further work to address non-sustainable student
home-school travel, but also with more emphasis on staff travel, travel during the school
day, deliveries and indeed all travel associated with schools.
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A.17.3 The County Council will continue to encourage and assist schools to reduce all
non-sustainable travel associated with schools. The County Council will also secure new
Travel Plans or major revisions of existing Plans whenever possible through the Planning
process.
A.17.4 The County Council will continue to develop resources, and other means of
supporting schools, to further address non-sustainable practices and encourage a change
to active travel modes. These will, wherever practicable, be designed as 'arms-length'
resources to maximise the potential impact that can be achieved across as many schools
as possible.

Policy 17
The County Council will continue with its programme to support all schools to implement
the measures in their Travel Plans. We will also encourage schools to regularly update
and revise their Travel Plans and, where appropriate, secure this through the planning
process.

A.18 Policy 18 Workplace Travel Plans
A.18.1 Any development, new or existing, can have significant implications upon transport
patterns well beyond the locality in which it is situated. The county’s rural setting and
dispersed pattern of settlements means people most likely do not live, work, shop and
spend recreational time all in one place. Commuting to work by car makes up a large
proportion of all traffic, particularly during the morning and evening peak periods.
Consequently responsible employers, retailers or operators of leisure facilities should seek
to address the transport problems their activities contribute towards. With sufficient will,
this can be readily achieved by adapting their organisations to embrace modern ways of
working to support and facilitate sustainable travel behaviour by their employees, customers
and visitors. Adapting an organisation to facilitate sustainable travel patterns not only
brings benefits to the wider society and environment in terms of reducing traffic and
emissions but it is usually cost effective, beneficial to business and beneficial to staff
wellbeing and welfare.

Policy 18
The County Council, as a major employer in the county, will seek to lead the way in
workplace travel planning by developing, and implementing, its own Travel Plan. The
County Council will seek to secure Travel Plans for new development wherever
possible through the planning Process and advice and support will be offered to
existing developments who wish to voluntarily develop a Travel Plan.
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A.19 Policy 19 Air Quality
A.19.1 Road traffic is a major source of air pollution. Air quality relates to the levels of
harmful gases and particulates in the atmosphere and which are breathed in or absorbed
by humans, animals and plant-life. Polluted air has a direct impact on people's health in
particular causing respiratory and heart disease. High levels of pollution increase hospital
admissions and contribute towards illness, reduced life expectancy and increased deaths.
A.19.2 Five of the most prevalent air pollutants that are emitted from transport sources
are: carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulphur dioxide (SO2), volatile organic
compounds (VOC) and particulates (PM10). All motorised vehicles (cars, buses, planes,
lorries, trains) whose power originates from burning oil, coal or gas, pollute the air. The
assessment of air quality against national and European objectives is the responsibility of
the County Council (previously, before the introduction of the unitary authority responsibility
rested with the Districts) Where air quality falls below standard Action Plans need to be
prepared for designated Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs). In fact AQMAs are
about to be declared for those parts of Durham City where traffic is particularly heavy and
recently found to be exceeding Defra limits. and therefore will need to be urgently
addressed.
A.19.3 Notwithstanding the previously relatively good record on air quality in the county,
growth in traffic has meant that in any declared AQMAs the County Council must develop
action plans for significant improvements in air quality. In other parts of the county measures
to reduce traffic and thus reduce emissions will be continued and the county will develop
travel plans, partnership arrangements and local government procurements to bring about
improvements in air quality and also promote the use of cleaner fuels, low emission vehicles
and electric vehicles.

Policy 19
Improved air quality will be pursued through:
Implementing action plans for any Air Quality Management Area declared
Traffic reduction and encouraging alternatives to the private car where appropriate
Encouraging increased use of cleaner fuels / low emission vehicles in the county's
fleet and provision of charging points for electric vehicles.
Encouraging organisations that operate vehicle fleets, buses and taxis to use
only cleaner fuels and low emission vehicles.
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A.20 Policy 20 Young People and Children
A.20.1 Young people and children are wholly reliant upon public transport for independent
travel. In terms of car travel they must depend upon an adult driver with a car, so their
travel patterns may evolve around the priorities of other people. Young people have the
most to benefit from a reliable transport system to gain access to education and work
opportunities, as well as to facilities and events that will help them develop socially in their
early lives. In addition they can be increasingly walking and cycling independently, so
provision for these needs must be addressed.
A.20.2 Children and young people may feel they are let down by an inconsistent transport
system and experience safety concerns about the behaviour of other people around them.
A.20.3 A transport system with subsidised or reduced fares can cause difficulties when
young people reach a full fare age but who still have limited earning capacity and are
seeking employment or travel to access educational establishments. Transport facilities
provided specifically for children may fail to meet the expectations of the users. School
transport may not be able to take account of after hours school activities and youth ticketing
may not answer young peoples travel patterns and lifestyles.
A.20.4 From the point of view of many young people there is a generation gap between
those who provide transport services and young people who use the services. Many
young people are aware of good transport practises elsewhere both in this country and
abroad and their expectations of the transport system can be both ambitious and realistic.

Policy 20
Improvements to the transport system will always take into account that it should be
as attractive, safe and straightforward as possible for young people and children to
use.

A.21 Policy 21 Less able, disadvantaged and older people
A.21.1 The needs of less-able and older travellers are the focus of this area of transport
policy as provisions made for this section of the community generally benefit others whose
impairment is more to do with circumstance rather than physical disability, such as carrying
shopping or being in charge of children.
A.21.2 The needs and requirements of less-able travellers are reinforced by the statutory
requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act which requires that those who are involved
in providing goods, facilities and services to the public must make their services available
to the less-able members of the community. This Plan therefore seeks to provide a better
environment and transport system to cater for the needs of less-able people and allows
for ease of travel.

22

Durham County Council

LTP3 Appendices Document

A.21.3 The older generation is not easily characterised. A large proportion is heavily
reliant on public transport and a walking environment conducive to the needs of some
elderly people is essential to maintain a satisfactory quality of life. For this element of the
elderly population these two areas of transport provision need to be designed to cope with
people who may have to live life at a slower pace or are less agile that they once were.
Maintaining independence is a quality of life issue that the transport system can be
developed to help provide. Older people, who rely on a car, but are still fit and healthy
will also benefit from an accessible transport system which will help convince them that
public transportation is a viable alternative.

Policy 21
Public transport and the walking environment will be developed to allow less-able and
elderly people to travel independently with ease and follow an active lifestyle.
The impact of impairments that affect a person’s ability to travel may also be reduced
by supporting innovative solutions/schemes that aim to bring services and facilities
to the resident:
Continuing support of community transport services which help meet the needs
of disabled people and also elderly/less able people living in rural communities
Developing public transport and the walking environment to allow elderly and
disabled people the opportunity to travel independently with confidence and ease
and follow an active lifestyle.
Promote compliance with the Disability Discrimination Act on access requirements
in areas of commercial and leisure activities, health facilities and facilities offering
social opportunity.
The provision of transport information in accordance with the Disability
Discrimination Act

A.22 Policy 22 Bus Travel
A.22.1 Bus travel is an important part of the public transport network and although widely
used, has lots more potential for development as an alternative means of travel to the car.
A.22.2 It also has the potential to make the biggest impact on connecting communities
with jobs, services and social opportunities that contribute to the quality of life and economic
wellbeing of an area.
A.22.3 Focus needs to be directed to increasing the number of people travelling by bus
which will require buses to appeal more to the public and ensure a suitable service level
is maintained where appropriate.
A.22.4 The reliability and punctuality of bus services are also important to their success.
Measures to aid the free flow of buses include:
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Bus lanes
Bus gates
Junction layouts & traffic signalling systems favouring buses
Parking controls along bus routes and enforcement of these
Road layouts designed around facilitating bus movement

Policy 22
The public transport network and associated infrastructure will continue to be developed
for the benefit of all. A programme of measures along with general policies on the
development and operation of the network is outlined in the County Durham Bus
Strategy – a daughter document of this plan.
The reliability, accessibility, efficiency, and competitiveness of bus services will be
considered as a high priority when devising new traffic schemes, especially along the
main transport corridors and approaches into town centres.
The County Council will specifically:
Exploit all cost effective opportunities to provide bus priority measures.

A.23 Policy 23 Public Transport Information
A.23.1 Timetables, route information and real time are all important information sources
for users of public transport which will continue to be developed and updated through the
Plan period.
A.23.2 It is necessary that travel information at bus stops and rail stations allows people
who are not familiar with the area to be able to find out how to reach their destination
easily.
A.23.3 This policy builds upon the information contained in the County Durham Bus
Information Strategy.

Policy 23
The availability of public transport information will be made easier for all potential
public transport users to access. The special needs of people with sight impairments,
hearing difficulties, physical disabilities and learning disabilities will be taken into
consideration where information services are to be provided.
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A.24 Policy 24 Bus Partnerships
A.24.1 As bus travel plays an important part in people's daily travel and has a lot of
potential for future development, it is important that a good relationship is maintained
between the County Council and the bus operators.
A.24.2 In County Durham, buses are run by private bus operating companies with the
County Council providing the infrastructure such as bus stops and bus stations to facilitate
the services. The County Council also supports some bus services that are considered
socially necessary but commercially non-viable. Partnership working ensures the right
facilities are provided to support bus services that fit in with the aims and objectives of this
Plan.

Policy 24
Partnerships will be the main tool for ensuring the continual improvement of bus
services and supporting infrastructure. Arrangements will be formalised and
underpinned by memoranda of understanding between the County Council and the
bus operators.

A.25 Policy 25 Community Transport
A.25.1 In County Durham there are many residents whose transport needs are not
satisfied by conventional public transport services. This is often because of personal
circumstances or the absence of nearby bus routes. Greater use of community and
voluntary transport can help to enhance accessibility for these residents, allowing more
people, and particularly those with special needs, access to shops, services and social
facilities without having to rely on car-borne travel.
A.25.2 There have already been a number of schemes introduced through the periods
of LTP1 and LTP2 which assisted established community organisations with the purchase
cost of both minibus replacements and new mopeds for the Wheels to Work initiative.
Funding assistance will continue to be provided to those schemes with a sound business
case and that eventually can become self-sustaining.

Policy 25
Community transport organisations will continue to be supported for the benefit of
their users and to build their ability to be self-sustaining.
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A.26 Policy 26 Taxis
A.26.1 Taxi services are most usefully viewed as being complementary to public transport
services. They provide the alternative form of travel at times and places when bus or rail
services are not available or sufficiently convenient to use.
A.26.2 The very personalised ‘door-to-door’ form of transport has an important role in
improving accessibility, particularly in terms of accessing healthcare, leisure and social
venues or jobs that start or finish during unsociable hours. The availability of reliable
24-hour taxi services may reduce the need of any community to rely upon private cars.
A.26.3 Taxi services are provided by private operators but licensed by the County
Council who also provide and maintain taxi ranks and other taxi infrastructure. The County
Council aims to encourage consistently good taxi services being available around the
clock throughout County Durham.

Policy 26
Improvements to the accessibility, availability and quality of taxi services in the county
will be promoted by the establishment of Taxi Working Groups (TWG). TWGs will be
partnerships between taxi operators, elected Members and officers of the County
Council and will work towards the establishment of effective Quality Taxi Partnerships.

A.27 Policy 27 Transport Interchange
A.27.1 Transport Interchanges are bus stations, railway stations, or park and ride sites
where travellers swap one mode of transport with another to complete a single journey.
The layout of modal interchange facilities should be to make connecting between public
transport services easy, which will encourage greater use of public transport, walking and
cycling.
A.27.2 Interchanges have always tended to be developed around the dominant mode.
Railway stations are built around the movement of trains, bus stations cater for bus
movements; and cars are the dominant feature at park and ride sites. All interchanges
need to be designed around the needs and requirements of the people who use them,
particularly the requirements of those who will be accessing the facilities by means of more
sustainable transport such as walking or cycling.
A.27.3 Improvements to transport interchanges need to take the quality and character
of the historic environment, biodiversity ad town/landscape into consideration. With limited
funding, schemes should be prioritised to key hubs, where more sustainable modes of
transport can be incorporated.
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Policy 27
Improvement to transport interchanges will take account of the needs of all users.

A.28 Policy 28 Passenger Rail
A.28.1 The railways provide a network of sustainable public transport to travellers in
County Durham. The system connects the centres of a number of settlements with major
centres in the two city regions of Tyne & Wear to the north and the Tees Valley to the
south. Two lines, the East Coast Main Line and the Durham Coast Line follow the two
regional transport corridors that connect the city regions, a third line connects Bishop
Auckland to the Tees Valley. Passengers are able to access the rail services at:
Durham
Chester-le-Street
Seaham
Bishop Auckland
Shildon
Heighington
Newton Aycliffe
A.28.2 The County Council recognises the potential the system presents in offering an
alternative to using the car, thereby reducing emissions and traffic congestion and its
Regeneration Statement supports all of the improvements mentioned in the following
paragraph. However the County Council does not control the rail system and the local
network is also part of the national rail system. Rail services are heavily influenced by
national priorities and the level of service provided in the county is determined against this
background. However the County Council does have a role in promoting the case for
improving rail services in the county, improving access to stations and location of new
stations and promoting sustainable rail travel.
A.28.3 For some years the County Council has supported the re-opening of the Leamside
Line as an alternative passenger/freight route to the East Coast Main Line for local services
in County Durham and Tyne & Wear with its resultant benefit to the congested A1 trunk
road. It has also advocated improvements to the Durham Coast Line including the building
of a new station at Easington Colliery or Horden and improvements to both the Darlington
to Bishop Auckland line (from the ECML) and the Weardale line on to Stanhope and
Eastgate. The County Council remains supportive of these proposals and will continue to
press for their development at the earliest opportunity.
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Policy 28
Opportunities will be taken to provide a new station on the Durham Coast line and an
improved station at Bishop Auckland on the Darlington to Bishop Auckland to Stanhope
line and moves to reopen the Leamside line will be supported.

A.29 Policy 29 Public Parking
A.29.1 The control and management of the supply of parking space for cars, cycles and
motorcycles is an effective tool in influencing the mode of travel. Without control over the
supply of parking, other measures to reduce car dependence are likely to be less
successful. Each centre in the county should have a predetermined limit on long-term and
short-term parking spaces. Measures should be introduced to mitigate a growth in the
demand for more spaces. On the other hand, an adequate supply of parking remains
important to sustaining the economic viability of town centres. In this respect, out-of-town
retail centres with free parking will always have an unfair advantage over town centre
shopping where short-term parking is charged for.

Policy 29
On-street and public parking in towns and other settlements will be managed in order
to:
Provide a sufficient (but not excessive) supply of short term visitor parking;
Discourage commuter parking in main towns and other residential areas
adequately served by public transport; and
Provide sufficient parking facilities for cycles and motorcycles.

A.30 Policy 30 Noise
A.30.1 Noise is a form of pollution that can seriously affect both the quality of life in
some communities and even individual health. There are two sources of transport noise
that the County Council can have a direct impact upon. The first source if from the
mechanics of vehicles produce noise through the turning and revving of engines, through
the exhausts when accelerating and through the braking system. The second is the noise
created through the friction between tyres and the road surface. Low noise surfacing has
been tested in the past but found to give a very poor service life. Reducing traffic or
reducing speeds are probably the most effective way of bringing down noise levels.
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A.30.2 In suitable locations measures such as bunding or structural barriers can be
provided adjacent to new roads to mitigate noise. Where possible these types of barriers
should be considered to reduce noise along new or improved roads where free flowing
traffic will be in close proximity to residential areas.

Policy 30
Noise pollution will be reduced through:
Traffic reduction and traffic management
Fleet vehicle selection and continued road surface maintenance
Purpose built noise barriers in new and improved roads near residential areas
where there is a both an unacceptable noise problem and it is practical.

A.31 Policy 31 Security
A.31.1 Very often people choose to travel by car simply because it is considered to be
the safest way to travel in terms of personal security. Sometimes people will choose not
to travel and thus miss out on social, cultural, work, health or other development or
well-being opportunities because of the real or perceived risk to personal security.
Footpaths, bus stops, bus and railway stations and bus travel can occasionally concern
travellers even though no real threat exists. Feelings of insecurity in such areas are of
course intensified during the hours of darkness.
A.31.2 The public domain needs to be reclaimed throughout the county to provide a
24-hour safe environment. Public transport should be safe to use and accessible. The
inside of buses should be an extension of a safe public environment. Travelling
environments should be clean, well maintained, landscaped/decorated and lit where
appropriate. The public would like to be confident and that they won't be involved with
anti-social behaviour spoiling their journeys.

Policy 31
Improvements to perceptions of, or actual, poor security will continue to be made to:
Walking and cycling routes.
Transport facilities including bus waiting areas by ensuring that maintenance is
regular and that lighting is used appropriately.
Design of new developments or upgrading of existing developments.
Particular attention will be given to the provision of lighting and the need to ensure
damage and graffiti is promptly repaired.
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A.32 Policy 32 Rural Areas
A.32.1 80% of the county is classified as rural. This is a very positive aspect of the
county making it attractive to residents and visitors alike. However, it also means that it
is crucial to consider whether actions that we take, might have a different impact in rural
areas because of particular rural circumstances or needs. The county’s rural environment
provides both opportunities and challenges for us. It provides opportunities for recreation,
education and employment, all critical to the wellbeing of residents. However the essentially
rural nature of County Durham poses additional challenges in ensuring fair access to
health and social care, education and training, employment, banking, shops and cultural
facilities.
A.32.2 In a rural county like Durham transport is a key issue in enabling access to
education, employment and services. Low car ownership makes accessible public transport
a priority and considerable improvements to the provision of community transport have
been achieved through LTP2. However any transport solution must take into account the
implications for air pollution, carbon emission and climate change and the primary objective
must be to reduce the need to travel in the first place.
A.32.3
Effective broadband connectivity and transport solutions involving bringing
services to the residents rather than having the residents making journeys to access those
services could help ensure that rural communities can prosper as places where residents
have access to employment, can start up a business and access high quality services.

Policy 32
Reducing the need to travel in rural areas will be addressed by providing support to:
Extending the Broadband Network.
Overcoming transport challenges in bringing services and goods to people instead
of people needing to travel to those services.

A.33 Policy 33 Natural and Historical Environment
A.33.1 Never before has the environment been under so much pressure (driven by
rising populations) and never before has it been subject to so much change (driven by
climate) as it is today. The natural environment is not a luxury for society – it critically
underpins and delivers a wide range of goods and services, from food and water, to flood
defence and carbon storage. Significant changes are happening now and more are on
the way.
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A.33.2 The 'historic environment' makes a particular contribution to the character and
value of all of our landscapes. The historic environment is all around us. It includes
archaeological sites, both designed and historic landscapes, and historic buildings/structures
from the earliest human activity through to recent times.

Policy 33
New transport developments and maintenance schemes will take into account the
need to preserve landscape character, wildlife habitats and species, air, water and
soil resources, and special characteristics of the historic environment as far as possible,
and take opportunities to enhance them where appropriate.
Project proposals emerging during the LTP period will be screened for the need for
Appropriate Assessment under the Habitat Regulations 2010

A.34 Policy 34 Highway Maintenance
A.34.1 The highway network is a significant asset in the infrastructure of the county. As
the highway authority, Durham County Council is responsible for ensuring the highway
network is managed and maintained to an appropriate standard for the safe and convenient
movement of people and goods.
A.34.2 In this regard, Durham County Council is responsible for all roads in the county,
with the exception of the A1(M) Motorway, A66 and A19 Trunk Roads (these are maintained
by contractors on behalf of the Highways Agency). The authority is responsible for the
principal and non-principal road network which include all A, B, C and Unclassified roads,
as well as footways and cycleways.
A.34.3 The Highways Act 1980 sets out the main duties of the highway authority in
respect of highways maintenance. In particular, Section 41 imposes a duty to maintain
highways at public expense. The Act does not specify the level of maintenance, although
a national Code of Practice for Highway Maintenance Management has been produced
to offer some guidance. The Code of Practice and our adherence to it has been presented
to and approved by the Council’s cabinet members.
A.34.4 The Strategic Highways Group within the Neighbourhoods Service of Durham
County Council manages the highway maintenance service operating under the County
Council’s Corporate Plan. It sets out the service strategy in the DCC Transport Asset
Management Plan supported by it’s annually reviewed “Highway Maintenance Management
Plan” . This plan is designed to meet the general requirements of the current Code of
Practice, including where local demands require local solutions.
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A.34.5 As outlined in these documents, the main purpose of highway maintenance is
to maintain the highway network for the safe and convenient movement of people and
goods. The core objectives are to deliver a safe, serviceable and sustainable network,
taking into account the need to contribute to the wider objectives of asset management,
integrated transport, corporate policy and continuous improvement as summarised below:Network Safety
Complying with statutory obligations
Meeting users needs for safety
Network Serviceability
Ensuring availability
Achieving integrity
Maintaining reliability
Enhancing condition
Network Sustainability
Minimising cost over time
Maximising value to the community
Maximising environmental contribution

Policy 34
Maintenance of the highway network for the safe and convenient movement of people
and goods will be in accordance with the priorities identified by the Transport Asset
Management Plan and supported by the annual Highway Maintenance Management
Plan. Maintenance of the highways network will also be required to maximise value
to the community and to the environment.

A.35 Policy 35 Bridge Maintenance
A.35.1 Durham County Council is the Highway Authority for the county and is responsible
for all bridges, culverts, subways and footbridges (including footbridges on Public Rights
of Way Network), which accommodate movement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The
proper maintenance of these assets requires significant investment to maintain them in
the best serviceable condition possible.
A.35.2 The overall strategy adopted by the County Council is to continue, as far as
resources will allow, with an ongoing programme of strengthening, steady state
maintenance and upgrading to render its bridge stock in an acceptable condition so as to
afford safe and ready access to all vehicles.
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A.35.3

The works programme affords priority in accordance with routes involving:-

The primary and strategic network and links to it;
A high proportion of heavy goods vehicles;
Strategic local links (eg. docks, freight depots, industrial estates, etc..);
Important routes to local communities;
Cross boundary routes;
Risk assessment.
A.35.4 The Bridge Stock is managed and inspected in accordance with the “Code of
Practice for Management of Highway Structures” and “Inspection Manual for Highway
Structures”. Data collected from bridge assessment and inspection is used to determine
strengthening and maintenance requirements.

Policy 35
The programme for strengthening and maintaining structures will be needs based to
deliver a safe, serviceable and sustainable highway network. Consideration will be
given to the preservation of historic structures and enhancement of the natural and
historic environment. The measures to be taken on the maintenance of structures are
outlined in the Structures Life Cycle Plan incorporated in the Transport Asset
Management Plan.

A.36 Policy 36 Street Lighting
A.36.1 There are more than 80,000 highway lighting units within the county and 5,500
lit signs and bollards, all needing regular maintenance and inspection. Lighting improves
night-time visibility, safety and security of the county’s roads, pavements and footpaths.
However street lights also contribute to light pollution and decisions regarding the type of
lighting to have in an area or whether to have any lighting at all should be based upon
both safety and environmental considerations. New developments in lighting control allow
the level of lighting to be centrally controlled, allowing reductions of light level in times of
low traffic volumes thereby saving energy without compromising safety.

Policy 36
Provision of highway lighting, its improvement, lighting levels, column specification
and maintenance regime will be in accordance with the priorities of the council's current
"Street Lighting Policy" document.
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B .0 Performance Indicators

Durham County Council
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B.0.1 In 2007, the Government introduced a National Set of 198 indicators (since reduced
to 188) which were to be used to monitor performance in various aspects of local authority
activity. These replaced existing indicators at the time such as the Best Value Performance
Indicators (BVPIs).
B.0.2 The Coalition Government has now proposed that all National Indicators will stop
on 31 March 2011 and remaining NI associated data collections will also stop on the 31
March 2011 although some data collections will continue as part of the Single Data List
for Local Government. The final list is due to be published on the 1st April 2011.
B.0.3 The list of local Performance Indicators for LTP3, colour coded to represent the
'goal' under which indicator exists, is shown in Table B.0.1
Table B.0.1 Performance Indicators
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No.

Indicator

Baseline

1

Gross Value added per
head (£)

12,636
(2008)

Indicator only

2

Current unemployment rates
(%)

3.8%
(October
2010)

Indicator only

3

Current ratio of job
vacancies to unemployed
claimants

1 job : 5
claimants
(October
2010)

Indicator only

4a

Accessibility of Durham City
as an employment centre*

74.9%
(2010/11)

Maintain or improve

4b

Accessibility of Bishop
Auckland as an employment
centre*

43.0%
(2010/11)

Maintain or improve

4c

Accessibility of Newton
Aycliffe as an employment
centre*

30.3%
(2010/11)

Maintain or improve

4d

Accessibility of Peterlee as
an employment centre*

27.6%
(2010/11)

Maintain or improve

4e

Accessibility of Consett as
an employment centre*

21.7%
(2010/11)

Maintain or improve

5

CO2 reduction from local
authority fleet operations
(tonnes)*

12,068
tonnes
(2009/10)

Durham County Council

Year 1

10,890

Year 2

10,345

Year 3

9,830
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No.

Indicator

Baseline

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

6

CO2 emissions from
transport (tonnes)**

835,000
tonnes
(2005)

788,000

780,000

773,000

7

CO2 emissions from street
lighting equipment (tonnes)

18,000
(2010/11)

17,100

15,120

13,680

8

Number of people killed or
seriously injured in road
traffic accidents*

Trend line

205

202

199

9

Number of children killed or
seriously injured in road
traffic accidents*

Trend line

20

18

17

10

Number of people slightly
injured in road traffic
accidents per vehicle
kilometre*

Trend line

1,670

1,633

1,596

11

Number of at-risk
motorcyclists participating in
Bikewise**

100

100

100

12

Number of at-risk young
drivers participating in
EXCELerate**

150

200

200

13

Number of cyclists
participating in Bikeability**

4,700

4,700

4,700

14

Number of children receiving
roadside safety training**

2,000

2,000

2,000

15

AQMA - Reduction in
Nitrogen Dioxide

16a

AADT - Traffic Flow through
AQMA area - Sunderland
Road

11,200
(2009)

Indicator only

16b

AADT - Traffic Flow through
AQMA area - Gilesgate
Bank

18,500
(2009)

Indicator only

16c

AADT - Traffic Flow through
AQMA area - Leazes Road

40,250
(2009)

Indicator only

Target to be set during development
of the action plan
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No.

Indicator

Baseline

16d

AADT - Traffic Flow through
AQMA area - Leazes Bowl

47,300
(2009)

Indicator only

16e

AADT - Traffic Flow through
AQMA area - Milburngate
Bridge

45,600
(2009)

Indicator only

16f

AADT - Traffic Flow through
AQMA area - A691 Highgate

26,000
(2009)

Indicator only

17a

Total number of local
passenger journeys on the
bus network

25,880,600
in 2009/10

Maintain or improve

17b

Of which Park & Ride

1,028,000 in
2010

Maintain or improve

17c

Of which Concessionary
Fares

11,032,451
(2009/10)

Maintain or improve

17d

Of which those carried on
subsidised services

18

Bus service punctuality at
origin - service no more than
5 min late or 1 min

95.3% in
2009/10

Indicator only

19

Bus service punctuality at
destination - service no
more than 5 min late or 1
min early

Not
previously
measured

Target to be set during first year of
LTP3

20

Annual number of single
trips on community transport

230,000
(2011)

Maintain or improve

21

Percentage of buses fitted
with real time equipment
and tracked on the real time
system

22

Percentage of residents
feeling very or fairly safe in
their local neighbourhood 81% in 2010
during the evening and
night*.

Indicator only

23

Percentage of respondents
feeling very or fairly satisfied 75% in 2010
with public transport*.

Indicator only

Durham County Council

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Target to be set during first year of
LTP3

Target to be set during first year of
LTP3
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No.

Indicator

Baseline

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

24

Percentage of 'A' road
network where structural
maintenance should be
considered

4.9% in
2008/09

4.40%

4.30%

4.20%

25

Percentage of 'B' and 'C'
road network where
structural maintenance
should be considered

12.60 in
2008/09

9.50%

9.00%

8.50%

26

Percentage of unclassified
network where structural
maintenance should be
considered

16.00 in
2008/09

16.00%

15.50%

15.00%

27

Number of reported
category 1 defects to
footways

1,252 in
2009/10

Indicator only

28

Number of reported
category 1 defects to
carriageways

3,565 in
2009/10

Indicator only

29

Average number of days
taken to repair a street
lighting fault (that is under
the control of Durham
County Council)

5 days

Maintain or improve

30

Percentage of street lighting
stock controlled via Central
Management Systems

1.25% in
2010/11

5.00%

7.50%

10.00%

31

Condition of structures on
the principal road network
(percentage)

94.71

95.06

95.26

95.26

32

Condition of structures on
the non-principal road
network (percentage)

87.89

88.14

88.39

88.64

* access to main centre within one hour using public transport and arriving by 8:30am
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C .0 Minor Schemes Review
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C.0.1 As part of the strategy of this Plan, it is intended to improve the highway network
through a programme of minor schemes, funded from either LTP3's Integrated Transport
block under Economic / Transport Corridors, or the DCC Corporate Capital Programme.
In this context, minor schemes are those costing between £100,000 and £5,000,000.
C.0.2 A methodology based upon the current DfT appraisal system, New Approach to
Appraisal (NATA) Refresh: Appraisal for a Sustainable Transport System , has been used
to appraise and prioritise the top ten schemes from a long-list of minor scheme proposals
considered important to the efficient movement of goods and people across the highway
network.
C.0.3 The top ten ranked schemes, in priority order, from the appraisal exercise are
shown in the table below:
Table C.0.1 Minor Schemes Priority List

Location

Nature of scheme

Points
score

Priority

A693/C11 Oxhill Junction

Traffic Signals Improvement

23

1

A167/B6300 Sunderland Bridge
Junction

Junction improvement

13

2

A692/A693 Broom Lane Junction Roundabout

13

3

B1404/B1285 Junction - Seaham Traffic signals improvement

13

4

A693/C5 Pelton/Ouston Junction Junction signalisation

12

5

Coxhoe

Northern relief road

9

6

A690 Rainton Gate

Junction signalisation

8

7

A688 Bowburn Services

Roundabout

7

8

C10a Villa Real

Realignment

6

9

B6532/Unc 19.12 Junction

Junction improvement

5

10

In terms related to forward planning it is essential to co-ordinate the prioritisation of the
above minor schemes with that of the Economic/Transport corridors as identified in 5.3 of
the Delivery Plan. Funding for the above top 5 schemes will be drawn from the spending
sectors identified under the LTP3 Capital Programme, Durham County Council's Corporate
Capital Programme, or S106/S278 - private developer funded schemes (section 4.0
Delivery Programmes of the LTP3 Delivery Plan). The scheme at A693/C11 Oxhill (1) will
be potentially funded by S106 contribution, the schemes at A167/B6300 junction Sunderland Bridge (2), A692/A693 Broom Lane Junction – Leadgate (3) and A693/C5
Pelton (5) will seek funding from the DCC Corporate Capital Programme, whilst the
B1404/B1285 Junction – Seaham (4) will seek funding from LTP3's Capital Programme
under the ‘Whole Town Approach’ spending sector for Seaham.
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Methodology
C.0.4

The NATA appraisal methodology has five main objectives or criteria:

Environment
Safety
Economy
Accessibility
Integration
C.0.5 The appraisal process also works within the framework provided by the five goals
within DfT’s "Delivering a Sustainable Transport System (DaSTS)" which are:
Support Economic Growth
Tackle Climate Change
Better Safety, Security and Health
Promote Equality of Opportunity
Improve Quality of Life
C.0.6 A further six contributing factors, devised to meet multiple objectives of the above
criteria were used to provide an additional means of assessment:
Congestion
Timescale
Cost
Deliverability
Accident Cost Benefit
Congestion Cost Benefit
C.0.7 These factors were used in conjunction with NATA to create a quantitative total
for each scheme, which was used to rank the candidate proposals.
Scoring
C.0.8 In determining a score for a candidate scheme, a series of flowcharts and/or
matrices are used. To ensure that the scoring regime is robust and that no one factor
receives a disproportionate weighting at this level, a five point scoring system was created
and enforced through each of the 22 sub-objectives (described below). The most effective
scoring system came from a range of -2 to +2, relating to the level of improvement or
detrimental effect that the proposed scheme would have on the existing road and
environment. A similar scoring range was adopted for a cost benefit assessment of each
scheme based upon a matrix of the number and severity of accidents at each location
over the last 5 years and also the level of congestion at each location, against the estimated
cost of implementing the scheme.
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NATA Objectives and DaSTS Goals
C.0.9 NATA gives an in-depth appraisal method for assessing major road schemes. As
the level of input required to compile a full NATA appraisal would not be feasible or
warranted for minor improvements, a more basic assessment as to how a scheme would
score against NATA is required. As stated previously, NATA breaks down into 5 main
objectives. Under the latest transport assessment guidance, however, these objectives
and associated sub-objectives are re-grouped into each of the DaSTS goals. Given below
is a breakdown of the DaSTS goals, indicating within which goal each of the NATA
objectives and sub-objectives fall, together with a brief description and explanation as to
how they will be assessed.
Tackle Climate Change
C.0.10 The Government recognises that averting climate change presents one of our
biggest challenges. This relates to what impact a scheme will have in addressing climate
change, and for the purpose of this assessment is covered by NATA’s Environment
objective under the following sub-objective :
i.

Greenhouse Gases is addressed by an assessment of whether the implementation
a scheme would result in the reduction of carbon emissions. This could be as a result
of reducing reliance on the private car by promoting or encouraging a more sustainable
means of travel such as public transport or walking and cycling.

Support Economic Growth
C.0.11 This element of the assessment, which considers the impacts of the scheme
which directly affects the economy, is covered by NATA’s Economy and Integration
objectives under the following sub-objectives:
Economy
i.

ii.

iii.

Reliability relates to an improved journey time for all road users. NATA predominantly
favours public transport including bus priority on roads, improved rail links and Park
and Ride schemes but also how travel times are affected for all other road users.
Transport user benefits (Business) relates to the improvements a scheme might
make to links to places of work and journey times. In terms of assessment, it has
been linked directly with the number of HGV’s operating on the local road network
and likely to be affected by the scheme.
Transport user benefits (Consumer) is calculated in a similar way to business users,
relating to the improvement of links and the reduction in travel times for consumers
getting to and from shops.

Integration
i.
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Land Use relates to how a scheme fits into local, regional and national land policies.
This could include development land for housing or set aside for green space.
Integration with this could entail, in the case of housing development; provisions within
the scheme to incorporate all routes into the housing estate, whereas a poor scheme
will isolate and not incorporate. In the case of say Ministry of Defense (MOD) land,
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however, it could prove beneficial if the scheme will bypass or not incorporate this
land designation with any development.
Promote Equality of Opportunity
C.0.12 The Equality of Opportunity goal is ‘to promote greater equality of transport
opportunity for all citizens, with the desired outcome of achieving a fairer society’. This is
covered by NATA’s Accessibility objective under the following sub-objective:
i.

Access to the Transport System is addressed by an assessment of how a scheme
may affect the ease of non-car users gaining access to access to public transport.
This could involve creating better footpaths close to bus stops etc. A target that every
resident should be located within four hundred metres of the transport system provides
a good indicator as to how a scheme will rate.

Improve Quality of Life
C.0.13 The Quality of Life goal is ‘to improve quality of life for transport users and
non-transport users, including through a healthy natural environment, with the desired
outcome of improved well-being for all’. This is covered by NATA’s Environment,
Integration and Accessibility objectives under the following sub-objectives (shown in
bold):
Environment
i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

Noise pollution is calculated within NATA as the level of nuisance through noise
pollution received by residents. As the level of noise is increased by the proximity of
vehicles, the speed, and volume of traffic, assessment of the effect noise plays on
local residents can be measured.
Biodiversity and earth heritage (geological) relates to whether or not a scheme affects
the geological and plant life surrounding the scheme. As a contributing factor of
biodiversity and a key indicator of this, the presence of any local conservation sites
was given high importance in assessing the merits of a scheme and how it will impact
on the local wildlife and plant life.
Landscape takes into account not only the aesthetic quality of the landscape but also
the cultural and physical aspects of the landscape. This therefore relates to whether
or not a proposed scheme will require additional land, as result of widening or
realigning an existing carriageway, re-routing lengths of road, or constructing bypasses
and relief roads. Consideration is also given to the aesthetic quality of the landscape
and whether the scheme would impact on any nationally or locally designated
landscape areas.
Heritage and historic resources considers the man-made features deemed important
to the surrounding area. The presence of such features could provide a major stumbling
block to the implementation of a scheme as a result of objections and protection of
these features by law. How a scheme will affect heritage sites is addressed by whether
such a site exists within 200m of the scheme and what impact on the site would a
proposed scheme likely to have.
Journey Ambience is a measure of traveller’s views and traveller stress (resulting
from delays or increased journey time). As we are dealing with only minor schemes
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in this assessment, the effect on journey ambience will be minimal as neither views
nor journey times are affected considerably for the most part. Most of the schemes
in this category simply alter a junction layout or require the realignment of a relatively
small length of road. Only larger bypass or relief road schemes will have any real
impact on views or levels of driver stress resulting from journey times.
vi. Townscape relates to the physical and social characteristics of the built and un-built
urban environment and the way in which we perceive those characteristics. This leads
to assessment of townscape in terms of how the scheme will affect these
characteristics and whether or not a scheme will impact on townscape at all.
Integration
i.

Transport Interchange considers whether the scheme could include or improve
access to such initiatives as Park and Ride or to bus and railway stations.

Accessibilty
i.

Severance relates to non-car users and the affect a road scheme will have on
pedestrians, horse riders, cyclists etc. Under NATA, pedestrians are given a higher
priority due to the ‘relatively’ higher speed of travel of cyclists and equestrians.
Severance is assessed by considering what impact a scheme would have on any
existing pedestrian, equestrian and cycle routes.

Better Safety, Security and Health
C.0.14 The Better Safety, Security and Health goal is ‘to contribute to better health and
longer life-expectancy through reduced risk of death, injury or illness arising from transport,
and promoting travel modes that are beneficial to health’. These aspects are covered
under NATA’s Environment and Safety objectives under the following sub-objectives:
Environment
i.

Local Air Quality or air pollution is defined within NATA as how a scheme will contribute
to the levels of pollutants i.e. carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide and other harmful
by-products produced by traffic. Potential schemes are therefore judged on their
impact on local residents with regards to whether a scheme is likely to increase or
decrease their exposure to the above pollutants.

Safety
i.
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Accidents is an assessment of risk of death or injury along a particular stretch of road
or at a particular location on the road network which will be affected by a scheme.
Accident information covering the last 5 years together with the volume of traffic using
the road in the location where the scheme is proposed has been used in the
assessment. A formula used to aid the assessment of the rating of a scheme in terms
of accident numbers has been derived from the cost to society depending upon the
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ii.

severity of each accident, as indicated in DfT’s Highways Economics Note No. 1 –
2005 Valuation of the Benefits of Prevention of Road Accidents and Casualties.
Security reflects the level of security for all road users; this could be the perceived
security risk due to a lack of street lighting or CCTV. The NATA method will assess
the impact a proposed scheme would have.

Additional Factors
C.0.15

To complement NATA, a further 6 factors of assessment were defined:

Congestion - There is currently no recognised means of measuring the level of
congestion affecting a scheme. In order to carry out an assessment, the total volume
of traffic each day (AADT) is considered for the length of road or location under
consideration for a proposed scheme, with additional emphasis on the number of
HGV’s to reflect the higher impact HGV’s have on congestion. Once the level of
congestion has been established, an assessment on how a scheme is likely to impact
on levels of congestion is considered.
Timescale – relates to the estimated time a scheme will take from start of the scheme
to completion. This represents not only the time of construction, but also time required
for statutory orders and/or for detailed plans to be drawn up. In terms of assessment,
an anticipated short timescale would rate more highly than a longer timescale.
Cost – this is not a direct measure of the cost but rather a rating of a scheme cost
within 5 bands between £100,000 and £5,000,000. In terms of cost assessment, a
less expensive scheme would rate more highly than a costly scheme.
Deliverability – relates to the relative ease in which the scheme could be implemented.
This could include such things as whether or not land is required or the requirement
for any statutory procedures. In terms of assessment, an anticipated easy delivery
would rate more highly than one which is more complicated or difficult.
Accident Cost Benefit – A simplified cost/benefit assessment is used to see how
effective a scheme is, i.e. value for money. The assessment is made by considering
the accident score for the scheme against the cost. In terms of assessment, a low
cost scheme having a high accident score would rate more highly than a high cost
scheme with a low accident score.
Congestion Cost Benefit – A similar assessment to that of Accident Cost Benefit is
used. In terms of assessment, a low cost scheme having a high congestion score
would rate more highly than a high cost scheme with a low congestion score.
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D .0 Settlements
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Main Towns
Barnard Castle

Crook

Seaham

Bishop Auckland

Durham City

Shildon

Chester-le-Street

Newton Aycliffe

Spennymoor

Consett

Peterlee

Stanley

Secondary Settlements
Annfield Plain

Great Lumley

Sherburn

Blackhall Colliery

Horden

Shotton Colliery

Blackhall Rocks

Langley Moor

Stanhope

Bowburn

Langley Park

Tanfield Lea

Brandon

Middleton-in-Teesdale

Ushaw Moor

Chilton

Murton

Willington

Coxhoe

Pelton

Wingate

Easington Colliery

Sacriston

Wolsingham

Ferryhill

Sedgefield
Local Service Centres

50

Bearpark

Fencehouses

Staindrop

Bloemfontein

Fishburn

The Middles

Burnopfield

Gainford

Tow Law

Chilton Lane

Lanchester

Trimdon

Cockfield

Leeholme

Trimdon Colliery

Coundon

Meadowfield

Trimdon Station

Deaf Hill

Ouston

Urpeth

Dipton

Pelton Fell

West Cornforth

Easington Village

Rainton Gate

West Rainton

Esh Winning

Ramshaw

Wheatley Hill

Evenwood

South Hetton
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Larger Villages
Billy Row

Frosterley

New Brancepeth

Bishop Middleham

Hamsterley Colliery

Newfield

Bournmoor

Haswell

Roddymoor

Burnhope

Hesleden

St John's Chapel

Butterknowle

High Etherley

Stanley Crook

Close House

High Handenhold

Sunnybrow

Coronation

Howden-le-Wear

Tantobie

Cotherstone

Hunwick

Thornley

Craghead

Kelloe

Trimdon Grange

Ebchester

Kirk Merrington

Wellfield

Edmondsley

Low Etherley

West Pelton

Eldon

Low Westwood

Witton Gilbert

Escomb

Medomsley
Small Villages

Beamish

Haswell Plough

Quarrington Hill

Blackhouse

Hawthorn

Romaldkirk

Bowes

Helmington Row

Rookhope

Brasside

High Pittington

Seaton

Broompark

High Shincliffe

Shadforth

Byers Green

Hutton Henry

Sherburn Hill

Cassop

Ingleton

Shincliffe

Chester Moor

Kimblesworth

Stainton

Clough Dene

Leamside

Stainton Grove

Cold Hesledon

Ludworth

Sunderland Bridge

Coundon Grange

Mickleton

Sunnyside

Croxdale

Middlestone Village

Tanfield
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Small Villages
Eldon Lane

Nettlesworth

Toft Hill

Esh

No Place

Toronto

Fir Tree

North Close

Westgate

Flinthill

Pickering Nook/Hobson

Witton-le-Wear

Grange Villa

Plawsworth

Hamsterley Forest

Quaking Houses

In addition to the above settlements there are a large number of hamlets dispersed across
the county.
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E .0 Community Transport Providers
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E.0.1 In attempting to bring greater accessibility to people, it is necessary to operate
specialised ‘niche’ services which serve a comparatively low demand but are desirable
from a social inclusion/accessibility perspective. This is particularly applicable to rural
areas. Such services may link remote areas, outside of any public transport network, with
education and health facilities, either directly or connecting with the conventional public
transport network. Community transport (CT) organisations play an important role in
meeting this demand, being a public transport resource, normally owned and managed
by a not-for-profit community organisation, on behalf of the community. A list of the current
schemes operating in County Durham in April 2011 is given in the table below, cross
referenced to the location map.
E.0.2 A guide will be made available in spring/summer 2011, which is solely dedicated
to the promotion of Community Transport Services in County Durham. It is aimed at raising
awareness and providing information on alternative transport solutions for those people
who have difficulty accessing mainstream public transport services e.g. those people living
with mobility or disability problems, those excluded due to geographical location, young
people needing to access activities etc. A summary of this document can be made available
in other languages and formats on request by telephoning the Passenger Transport Section
on (0191) 372 5386.
Table E.0.1 Community Transport Operators

Community Transport Minibus Schemes
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1

Communicare

2

East Durham Community Transport

3

Red Cross

4

Durham & Chester-le-Street Carers Support

5

Chester-le-Street & District Voluntary Welfare Committee

6

Stanley Green Corridor

7

Consett Churches Detached youth Project

8

Langley Park Community Transport

9

Durham Shop Mobility

10

Weardale Community Transport

11

Willington SLAM

12

Cornforth Partnership

13

Ferryhill Comprehensive

14

Coundon & Leeholme Community Transport
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Community Transport Minibus Schemes
15

Dene Valley Community Transport

16

Shildon Minibus Centre

17

Princes Royal Trust - Sedgefield Locality Carers

18

Teesdale Community Resources

Volunteer Car Schemes
19

Barnard Castle GP Car Scheme

20

Middleton-in-Teesdale GP Car Scheme

21

Weardale Volunteer Car Scheme

22

Tow Law GP Car Scheme

23

Deerness Valley GP Car Scheme

24

Social Resource Centre GP Car Scheme
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Introduction
F.0.1
The Statement's ambition is to create sustainable places where people want to
live, work, invest and visit. This ambition requires a vision and commitment to the
fundamental transformation of a place, shared across public and private stakeholders and
supported by residents. Successful place shaping will capitalise on untapped potential
and regenerate our areas of need. These processes are intrinsically connected and will
result in narrowing the productivity gap between the county, the region and the UK.
F.0.2 The vision for the regeneration of County Durham is underpinned by a core
economic narrative that draws upon, and challenges all of the necessary building blocks
that support and develop, Places, Businesses and People, to create a better County
Durham. The theme cutting across our key ambitions and actions, is narrowing the gap
within communities and between communities, the region and the rest of the UK. Equality
of choice, access and opportunity are paramount to helping our residents and businesses
realise their potential and achieve their goals. In pursuing the ambitions must involve long
term thinking, valuing the natural environment and commit to quality, flexibility and
innovation in our regeneration programmes.
F.0.3 The world has changed, making it more important than ever to instil and build
self-confidence in the county as a place that can respond to challenge, think beyond the
present and prepare for the economic upturn by laying the foundations for a prosperous
future.
F.0.4 The County needs to develop a powerful voice and work with our partners in the
region to use existing resources to make maximum impact.
F.0.5 Strong and consistent leadership and direction is needed, enabling the public,
private, voluntary and community sector to come together and move the county forwards.
F.0.6 This Statement offers an overview of the current situation and what is needed to
make County Durham a better place to live, work, invest and visit and outlines the spatial,
social and economic priorities over the coming years. It underpins the Sustainable
Community Strategy for County Durham, informs the Local Development Framework Core
Strategy and Local Transport 3, all of which express the opportunities available.
F.0.7 County Durham has a dispersed settlement pattern of a large number of distinct
towns and villages serving hinterlands of differing sizes, needs and opportunities.
F.0.8 Therefore, to maximise the impact required to transform County Durham, places
must be given the right levels of available resources to encourage development or maintain
their sustainability. This will require a phased approach to regeneration, re-prioritising
investment to where there are opportunities.
F.0.9 A ‘Whole-Town’ approach to regeneration will be taken, creating places that are
attractive, well-designed, and well-managed, with a range of shops, arts and cultural uses,
entertainment, good amenities and transport connections, providing a focal point for
business and social interactions. Vibrant towns are good for business: they create jobs,
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attract investment and generate income; they are engines for economic growth. At their
best, they create a discernible local buzz and define the wider area, attracting people from
near and far.
F.0.10 This “Whole-Town” approach will focus on tailored solutions to market failure,
shaping the places people live, work and socialise. It will take into account investment in
education, business, housing, public realm and the wider built environment, investing
sufficiently to tackle poor quality of place with a strong commitment to excellence. The
ambition for County Durham requires vision, leadership and commitment to the economic
transformation of a place, shared across public sector partners.
Key Ambitions and Objectives
Thriving Durham City
Exploit the City’s potential as a major retail, business and residential centre, academic
hub and visitor destination
Expand Durham City Vision principles to the immediate locality
Deliver city of culture ambitions
Vibrant and Successful Towns
Embed a “Whole-Town” approach
Unlock the potential of our network of major centres including Bishop Auckland,
Consett, Peterlee, Seaham, Spennymoor and Stanley
Deliver Transit 15 and major transport infrastructure improvements
Competitive and Successful People
Raise the aspirations, participation and attainment of young people
Re-engage adults with work
Develop workforce skills and support lifelong learning
Sustainable Neighbourhoods and Rural Communities
Tackle deprivation and narrow the gap
Deliver quality, affordable and choice of housing
Maximise the benefit of the Building Schools for the Future programme
A Top Location for Business
Nurture business development and growth, aligned with key growth sectors
Support an enterprise surge and increase economic activity
Create the right environment for business development
Promote County Durham as an attractive economic location for investment

59

LTP3 Appendices Document

60

Durham County Council

LTP3 Appendices Document

G .0 Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) Summary
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Altogether Better Durham – A Summary
The Overarching Plan for County Durham
G.0.1 The Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) is the overarching plan for County
Durham. It takes account of all other local and sub-regional plans. It will inform the County
Durham Plan and all other strategies developed for the area.
G.0.2 All local authorities have a duty to work with partners to produce a Sustainable
Community Strategy to show how they will work together to improve the economic, social
and environmental well-being of the area.
G.0.3 The SCS sets out the shared long-term vision for County Durham and ambitions
for the area. It will contribute to the delivery of national and regional priorities and targets,
as well as to the priorities that partners and communities believe are important to County
Durham. It does not provide a comprehensive list of everything happening to improve the
county. Instead it sets out the key priorities for change over the next 20 years and how
delivery of them is planned.
Vision
G.0.4 The SCS aims to achieve our vision for an Altogether Better Durham by 2030.
This vision leads to an Altogether Better Durham by 2030, sets the direction and provides
the context for all partners working to improve quality of life in County Durham. At its
simplest, it is about an altogether better place for people.
Altogether better place
G.0.5 An altogether better place is one where people of all ages and circumstances can
meet their needs, whether material, social or otherwise. As a result, it will be a place where
people choose to live, work and relax. But it will also be a place where social, economic
and environmental resources are managed in ways that do not compromise the quality of
life for future generations or people in the wider world.
G.0.6 An altogether better place is concerned with the physical structure of our towns
and villages, the location of housing, jobs, shopping and leisure facilities, the design of
buildings and the transport links between them.
G.0.7 The ambition is to create sustainable places where people want to live, work, visit
and invest.
Altogether better for people
G.0.8 Altogether better for people carries forward the vision as it relates to people and
therefore has many strands, including tackling deprivation wherever it exists, narrowing
the gap in life chances across the county and reducing inequalities for the most vulnerable
and disadvantaged. This is about making sure individual and community well-being results
from the programmes and actions we develop.
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G.0.9 The aim is to reduce inequalities between different sections of the community as
well as between County Durham and the rest of the region and the country. Equality of
opportunity for all will be promoted and strived for , ensuring that our residents and
communities have the skills and support they need to achieve their goals and improve
their life chances.
G.0.10 All individuals and communities will be equally valued, feel included and are
treated fairly with services that are accessible and relevant to their needs.
G.0.11 In achieving the vision, the aim is to raise aspirations and excel in certain fields,
setting challenging but realistic goals, so that County Durham is known for its outstanding
successes.
G.0.12 Partners in County Durham have long recognised that the development of strong,
sustainable communities depends on residents’ active participation in decision-making
and making a positive contribution to improving the place where they live (County Durham
Strategic Vision, February 2004).
Priority Themes
G.0.13 Delivery of the vision for an Altogether Better Durham will focus on these five
key priority themes:
Altogether wealthier – focused on creating a vibrant economy and putting regeneration
and economic development at the heart of the SCS;
Altogether better for children & young people – enabling children and young people
to develop and achieve their aspirations, and to maximise their potential in line with
Every Child Matters;
Altogether healthier – improving health and wellbeing;
Altogether safer – creating a safer and more socially cohesive county;
Altogether greener – ensuring an attractive and ‘liveable’ local environment, and
contributing to tackling global environmental challenges.
G.0.14 Of these, partners have agreed that improving the economy is the top priority
for County Durham.
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Strategy at a glance
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H .0 County Durham Plan
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H.0.1 The County Durham Plan (CDP) is the statutory development plan, providing the
new planning framework for the county up to 2030. It is being prepared in phases and
will progressively replace the "saved" policies and local plans of the former county and
district councils.
H.0.2
The Core Strategy is the principal document of the CDP, guiding future
development and growth in the county. It identifies what is needed and highlights areas
that would attract new and long-lasting investment, at the same time pointing to the needs
of different settlements to ensure services, opportunity and choice are maintained for
people. CDP-associated documents to be produced include a Development Plan Document
(DPD) on Land Allocations, primarily identifying new employment, housing and retail sites
for development and one for Development Management that sets out the policies in relation
to the types of development that will be encouraged and permitted.
H.0.3 The Core Strategy is supported by an Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP), which
sets out the requirements for existing and new infrastructure, building in the relationship
with Community Infrastructure Levy and Section 106 Agreements, to generate the
necessary funding.
H.0.4 The CDP reflects the top priority of both the SCS and RS, which is improvement
of the County Durham economy, in recognition of the gap in Gross Value Added (GVA)
between the county, the region and nationally, which influences every other aspect of daily
life from educational attainment to health. Tackling this requires a commitment to the
fundamental transformation of place, shared across public and private stakeholders and
supported by residents. Successful place-shaping releases untapped potential and
regenerates areas of need because both processes are intrinsically linked and will result
in narrowing the productivity gap.
H.0.5

The timescale for remaining development of the CDP is as follows:

May 2011
Sept/Oct 2011
Jan/Feb 2012
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I.1 North Road
I.1.1 North Road is one of the major commercial streets in Durham City. Although there
have been improvements to the area in recent years, notably to the bus station and
paving/street furniture below Neville Street, it still suffers from issues such as intrusive
traffic and poor environmental quality in places.
I.1.2 North Road has been the subject of consideration in the past, notably in the Durham
City Centre Masterplan of March 2007, which proposed major improvements. The County
Council is now revisiting the task of dealing with what is an essential element of the city's
fabric and has recently consulted interested parties on issues affecting the street, to gauge
opinion on what future changes or re-development should be considered.
I.1.3 To this end an extensive public consultation exercise - "Helping Us to Shape its
Future" - was carried out over the months of July, August and September 2010. The results
of and feedback from this consultation exercise are now being assessed and it is intended
to bring forward a Brief (which would also be subject to public consultation), setting out
which changes could be considered. At the time of writing, no timescale for emergence
of the Brief into the public domain can be confirmed.

I.2 Expansion of Park & Ride
Background

Park & Ride site locations

I.2.1
There are currently
three Park & Ride sites located
around the periphery of
Durham City, providing a
service facility open six days a
week, Monday to Saturday,
7am to 7pm. The locations,
adjacent to a number of the
key routes into Durham, allow
people to easily access and
take advantage of the service
offered including inward travel
on some bus priority routes.
The sites were opened in
December 2005 and the Park
& Ride service has already seen the replacement of the bus fleet with new vehicles in
2009. In total, over 1,000 car parking spaces are available for customers of the Park &
Ride service.
I.2.2 The service has been successfully operating for the past number of years with
patronage steadily increasing each year. In 2009, passenger numbers topped 1million,
continuing the steady rise that has been evident since its opening date (see graph below).
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The Future
I.2.3 The biggest of the three sites, located next to the A1(M) junction at Belmont, is
also adjacent to the former but now defunct Leamside Railway Line. If this line were to be
brought back into passenger use at some point in the future, there are associated proposals
for the creation of a new rail station at this location, thereby substantially increasing the
potential for the Park & Ride site, not only serving Durham City but addressing travel
demand to further afield. It was always envisaged from conception that this may be the
case and there is space available to provide additional parking capacity should it be
required.
I.2.4 Following the success of the service, two of the three sites - Belmont and Sniperley
- could be extended to provide extra capacity for more customers. The western approach
to Durham City along the A690 and the southeast approach along the A177, could be
considered for the location of additional sites should they prove to be viable. This would
allow inbound traffic to the city (not through traffic), using these corridors, to instead access
a convenient Park & Ride site, thereby reducing congestion around and within the city.
Park & Ride Passenger Numbers

I.3 Durham Northern and Western Relief Roads
I.3.1 The LTP3 Consultation Draft issued in October 2010 included an outline of the
background and route corridors for a possible Northern and a Western Relief Road. This
was included to provide the public with a fullest possible information available at the time
of consultation, as the two possible solutions to address impacts on the existing network
from more housing in Durham City were already included within the County Durham Plan
consultation documentation.
I.3.2 In the interests of brevity the information has been omitted from this Appendices
document as it is available elsewhere on the DCC website. Use the following link for
details of how to get access: www.durham.gov.uk/localtransportplan
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J .0 Durham Coast Line - New Station Outline Case
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J.0.1 Feasibility work began in May
2010 to progress the introduction of a
new railway station on the Durham
Coast Railway Line on the stretch
between Seaham and Hartlepool
following suggestions from the council's
Regeneration Statement that a station
in this area would create an
economically sustainable solution to
some of the access restraints in the
area. The proposal is considered to be
essential in order to raise the area's
profile in relation to business and leisure
as well as offering residents wider travel
opportunities to jobs and services in
Sunderland , Newcastle, Hartlepool and
Middlesbrough - destinations identified
in 6.2.7 of LTP3's Strategy Document
as having strong economical/commuting
links with East Durham.

Durham Coast Line

J.0.2 Studies have shown that people
living closer to a station tend to make
more trips by train than those living
further away because of ease of walking
to the facility and therefore good
pedestrian access and footpath links are
an essential requirement to the chosen
location. Equally, access by public transport is important to deliver a sustainable transport
solution.
J.0.3 Seven locations have been investigated between Easington Colliery in the north
and Blackhall Rocks in the south, and considered against land availability, size of catchment
area and anticipated potential trips generated, and ease of access both vehicular and
pedestrian. Consideration was given to land ownership, as land not owned by Durham
County Council or Network Rail would significantly increase the cost of the project.
Consultation has taken place with Network Rail, Northern Rail and the Department for
Transport during these initial investigations and proposals for a site at Sea View south
have received good support across the rail industry, being the preferred option of both
Network Rail and Northern Rail.
J.0.4 The Sea View South site has good land availability, principally in the ownership
of Durham County Council and has good pedestrian access and a current public transport
access with potential for improvement. It also has the additional advantage of adjacent
land with the potential for further development which could attract prospective businesses
to the area. The estimated population, in excess of 54,000 within 5Km of the site, is the
greatest of all the suggested sites and has the potential to generate in excess of 90,000
trips per year. This compares favourably with the existing station located at Seaham with
a catchment population of 46,000 generating more than 110,000 trips per year.
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J.0.5 The cost of building a new station depends upon the extent of facilities provided
and the manner in which the scheme is procured, but initial estimates would suggest costs
of around £4m to £5m.
J.0.6 In addition to the benefits an additional station would provide to the local population
in terms of accessibility to places of employment in Sunderland, Newcastle, Hartlepool
and Middlesbrough, the location could also provide potential for tourism as a point of
access to the Heritage Coast, generating income and increasing use of the station by
incorporating facilities such as a shop or visitor centre.
J.0.7 Consultations through the East Durham Area Action Partnership (EDAAP), Town
and Parish Councils and the business sector of East Durham is planned to take place to
determine the way forward for the scheme. Further feasibility studies and demand
forecasting work are also to be commissioned.
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K .0 East Durham Link Road - Remaining Stage Outline Case
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K.0.1 The gaps in the existing east-west transport links across the county have long
been acknowledged and the need for significant improvements between the A1(M) and
the coast at Seaham formed the basis of the former East Durham Task Force’s Programme
for Action in 1991. This Task Force was set up to address the serious economic and
environmental problems resulting from the closure of the coal mining industry in the area.
Although the situation has moved on over the past two decades, some of the intrinsic
barriers to full regeneration remain today.
K.0.2 At the time, there was a clear economic need to construct an East-West link across
the northern half of the county from Seaham to the A690 and on to the A1(M), serving
proposed industrial estates along the way. A staged approach has been pursued with
regard to the development of infrastructure and the associated redevelopment of the former
coalfield area. Priority was given to providing access to two designated Enterprise Zone
sites east of the A19 (T) at Dawdon and at Fox Cover and the East Durham Link Road
(EDLR) was constructed as the first phase west from the A19 serving the Hawthorn
Development Zone location.
K.0.3 Completion of the remaining stage of the EDLR will achieve two of the former
East Durham Task Force’s key strategic objectives in securing the availability of industrial
land and upgrading east-west road links which fulfils long held aspirations for East Durham.
It will also improve accessibility for potential new housing development needed to support
economic growth, identified in the Local Development Framework (LDF) in the Murton
and Seaham areas.
K.0.4 The alignment and environmental context of the existing roads, particularly the
B1285 through Murton and the A182 through Easington Lane and South Hetton, are not
appropriate to provide for the East /West strategic transport movements, which the EDLR
is designed to address.
K.0.5 West of the Hawthorn roundabout (completed under Phase 1), the route for Phase
2 would curve in a north-western direction across the former Hawthorn Colliery and Coking
works south of the electricity sub-station and north of Hesledon Moor West SSSI, passing
to the north of South Hetton.
K.0.6 A new roundabout (the Sandygate Roundabout) would be constructed just south
of the existing B1285 to intersect with the B1285 and Murton Lane. The approach to the
roundabout from Murton Lane and the B1285 would be upgraded to reflect the higher
standard of the EDLR.
K.0.7 However, although Phase 2 would complete the link through to the B1285 west
of Murton, commitment would be required by the neighbouring authority to complete the
route on to the A690. Without this commitment it would not be prudent to construct this
final phase due to the potential for increased traffic flow being imposed on the existing
road network.
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K.0.8 The entire EDLR (Stages 1 and 2) would be a rural single 2-lane, 7.3 metre wide
carriageway with 0.5 metre wide hard strips on open roads and 7.3metre kerbed with no
hard strips at junctions and 2.0 metre wide footways. The horizontal and vertical alignment
of the road would comply with standards applicable to a 60 mph speed limit (100kph design
speed) with only roundabouts and their approaches being illuminated.
K.0.9 The highway drainage system for the EDLR would be designed to meet the latest
Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SUDS) requirements. Native woodland planting
would be provided throughout the scheme. This would assist in screening the road from
some properties in South Hetton and from properties on the East Moor Estate.
K.0.10 Several at-grade crossings would be provided to retain the connectivity to the
local Rights of Way Network and an underpass would be provided where the road intersects
with Footpath No. 16, Bridleway No.15 and National Cycle Route No. 1. The design of the
highway would include a 4 metre wide equestrian link between the Hawthorn roundabout
and Bridleway No.15, north of South Hetton. A combined 2 metre wide bitumen-surfaced
footway/cycleway would also be incorporated along the highway verge.
K.0.11

In summary, the EDLR Phase 2 would provide the following benefits to the area:

Strategic east/west links between the A19 (T), A690 and the A1 (M) would be improved
(subject to the route being completed up to the A690);
It would provide a western access to and from the Hawthorn Development Zone
enabling this site to be developed fully for local job opportunities;
It would provide improved access for potential developments, including housing
requirements identified in the LDF, and is part of an integrated package of
improvements for this regeneration corridor; and
It would reassign traffic from the existing B1285 through Murton and South Hetton,
thus providing both safety, environmental and quality of life benefits for both local
villages.
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L .0 The Leamside Line
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L.0.1 The 21 mile Leamside Line, from Tursdale Junction south of Durham to Pelaw
Junction east of Gateshead passing Bowburn, Belmont, Fencehouses and Washington,
has been mothballed since electrification and resignalling of the East Coast Main Line
(ECML) in 1992. Mothballing means the line is considered to be operational railway in law,
on the grounds that it has never been formally closed and could be re-instated for
operational traffic at any time. Therefore any planning application for development alongside
the railway must be designed with that fact in mind. That part of the Leamside Line within
County Durham is shown in the map below.
L.0.2 Many of the structures and most of the track remains in situ which could significantly
reduce the scale of work and investment required to bring the line back into use.
L.0.3 Reinstatement of the line has been a
long term aspiration across previous local
transport plans and is seen as a significant
component in the longer term development of
transport links for County Durham being
referred to in the evolving the County Durham
Plan. Moreover, recently support for the
reopening has widened significantly with the
Highways Agency looking at it as one
component for mitigating the heavy congestion
experienced on the A1(M) and the A1 Western
Bypass. In early 2010 the then Director
General of Nexus suggested that at least part
of the line could be used to extend coverage of
the Tyne and Wear light railway (Metro).

Leamside Line

L.0.4
A reopened line could take freight
and/or passenger services off the ECML which
is approaching full capacity in the county and
could add resilience to the rail network by
providing an alternative route when blockades
are required for maintenance or due to
incidents. The line also runs past the Belmont
park and ride site beside the A1(M) offering
opportunities for enhanced park and ride opportunities into Durham and Newcastle.
L.0.5 In 2009 consultants commissioned by Nexus investigated the potential for reopening
the line and various business case scenarios were investigated including partial reopening
between Durham and Pelaw; reinstating throughout with upgrading of the Stillington Line
between Ferryhill and Stockton; and finally with additional fast to slow line crossovers at
Ferryhill to allow more flexibility in rail operations in the Ferryhill area.
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L.0.6 Significantly Network Rail’s East Coast Main Line 2016 Capacity Review published
December 2010 states that:
‘the section between Northallerton and Newcastle is already approaching full capacity ….
Any increase in freight or passenger services, or optimisation of passenger services to
provide a more even spread, is likely to make demand exceed capacity. Potential
capacity-enhancing solutions may include diversion of passenger or freight services via
Eaglescliffe and the Stillington Line … and the reopening of the Leamside line.’
L.0.7

Furthermore the review also states that:

‘A sensitivity test …. suggests that there would be a relatively small economic penalty
associated with diverting freight traffic to accommodate both freight and passenger growth
aspirations where suitable route are available.’
L.0.8 This is very positive news, and, as this review also informs the Northern Route
Utilisation currently under preparation that updates the East Coast Main Line Route
Utilisation Strategy embeds in key rail industry documents the benefits to be accrued from
reopening of the Leamside line.
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M .0 The Weardale Line Concept
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M.0.1 Any reference to the Weardale Line in this document means the branch railway
line between Darlington and Eastgate that provides an increasingly important sustainable
transport link for the connectivity of settlements in the south west of the county with
Darlington and Tees Valley.
Background
M.0.2 The Weardale Line was originally part of the Stockton and Darlington Railway,
which was the first public passenger steam railway in the world. The extent of the line
which remains today was once part of a much wider network in the Bishop Auckland area.
M.0.3 It had played an important role for many years, especially for people commuting
to and from work in the Darlington and Tees Valley areas as well as transporting bulk
materials from the cement works at Eastgate until its closure in the early 1990's.
M.0.4 Two railway museums have since been located adjacent to the line.....one at the
North Road station in Darlington and more recently, the National Railway Museum Annex,
Locomotion, at Shildon.
Current Situation (April 2011)

First train on newly connected
line

M.0.5 At present, there is no regular service along the full
length of the line; the section from Bishop Auckland to Eastgate
only being reconnected to the National Rail network in late 2009
with the first special service from London to Darlington and on
to Stanhope taking place in February 2010. For many years
there has been a train service operating between Bishop
Auckland and Darlington (and on to Saltburn) which is currently
provided by Northern Rail.
M.0.6 Under the current ownership of the Weardale Railway, British and American
Railways (BAR), a regular commuter service between Stanhope and Bishop Auckland is
now operating utilising a new temporary station to the west of the main Northern Rail
station serving the town. This provides a service to the major centre of Bishop Auckland
for rural settlements in Weardale, thereby improving accessibility for those without a car
and an alternative travel choice for those with a car.
M.0.7 Planning permission has been granted for BAR to transport coal by rail along the
line from a loading facility at their Wolsingham depot which brings freight use back on to
the line for the first time since the demise of the Eastgate cement works.
M.0.8 Timetabling for Northern Rail services is based on a 2-hour frequency throughout
the day. However, the departure/arrival times are not regular "clock-face" times, which,
for potential customers, can influence their choice of the train for certain journeys.
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Route Diagram

The Future
M.0.9 The importance of developing and exploiting the potential of the county's railway
assets is outlined in the Regeneration Statement and is a priority for South and West
Durham.
M.0.10 As well as being an important commuting route
out of the county to the Tees Valley, the route has a number
of existing or potential elements that would benefit from an
improved service and which could assist in growing
passenger numbers and usage of the asset:

A Northern Rail train at Newton
Aycliffe station.

Rail linkage between Stanhope, Wolsingham and
Bishop Auckland
Bishop Auckland as historic town and service centre
Housing Growth Point Site at Auckland Park
Locomotion National Railway Museum Annex at Shildon
Proximity to employment areas in Shildon, Newton Aycliffe and Heighington (including
proposed Hitachi works)
Head of Steam Railway Museum at Darlington
M.0.11 Although the Weardale Railway Company now operates a commuter service to
Bishop Auckland from Stanhope, due to the extent of Network Rail land at Bishop Auckland,
the Weardale service terminates at a temporary location, physically separated from the
Northern Rail service operating at Bishop Auckland station. This arrangement involves
passengers having to walk between the two alighting/boarding points which may be
reducing its attractiveness for potential users. The ideal situation would be to allow the
trains, operating both services, to arrive at the same station or alternatively, for passenger
services to operate over the the full length of the line between Darlington and Stanhope.
The use of the line for transporting coal could lead on to the opportunity for other bulk
freight/aggregates to be transported along the line to bring about a reduction in the volume
of heavy lorries using the A689.
M.0.12 Bishop Auckland is a key retail and service centre with a catchment area of over
150,000 residents living within 10 miles of the town centre. It is also an ancient and historic
market town, having been the seat of the Bishop of Durham since the 12th century and
boasting a number of visitor attractions including Auckland Castle set in 800 acres of
parkland open to the public. The existing railway station, although currently meeting daily
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traveller demands with fairly basic facilities, would benefit from new investment. In liaison
with other interested parties, improvements have already been planned during 2010/11
and, subject to funding, could start to materialise in the first year of this plan (2011/12).
M.0.13 Auckland Park is one of the potential sites included in the South & East Durham
Housing Growth Point, yielding in excess of some 800 houses if fully developed. If
considered viable, a new rail halt serving this location would clearly provide a good
"on-the-doorstep" alternative travel choice to using the car for people commuting to
Darlington, Tees Valley or even further afield by way of the connection with the East Coast
Main Line at Darlington station.
M.0.14 Locomotion, at Shildon, is the annex of the National Railway Museum and is the
first national museum in the North East of England, containing many exciting exhibits on
a 6 hectare site, a play area, picnic area, modern art monument, gift shop and cafe. It
was built in 2004 at a cost of £11.3 million, and is based on the former "Timothy Hackworth
Victorian Railway Museum". Locomotion has a short length of track used to operate some
of the operational resident locomotives and visiting trains, one of which was the newly
built A1 locomotive Tornado during a visit to the museum in May 2010. Visitor numbers
exceeded all expectations in its early life and it is important that sustained patronage and
return visitors is pursued.
M.0.15 Linking established places of employment by way of a frequent and reliable train
service is aimed at increasing people's accessibility. Although clearly subject to other
factors such as timetabling, affordability and proximity, the potential to grow usage needs
to be explored if more sustainable travel and better utilisation of this element of the transport
asset is to be realised.
M.0.16
Following a £1.7m refurbishment Darlington Railway Centre and Museum
re-launched on 5th April 2008 with a new name and a new look and re-branded as “Head
of Steam”. The newly refurbished museum offers a unique experience to visitors through
interactive displays and audio visual equipment, telling the story of the history of Darlington
and the impact of railways. New and improved cafe facilities extend to include an al fresco
seating on the platform outside during summer months. The attraction also caters for craft
activities in school holidays, school visits, talks and meetings, and a conference facility.
M.0.17 The future vision therefore for this part of the Transport Asset would see Northern
Rail services running from Darlington to Bishop Auckland at a half hourly frequency with
alternate services extended through to Eastgate. Complementing this, the Weardale
Railway would provide a service between Eastgate and Shildon to provide additional
capacity and frequency as well as seeking to realise the potential from visitors to
Locomotion. The wealth of history available in two museums located in the unique birthplace
of the railways would be marketed to increase passenger usage and accessibility for
visitors to the region. The Eastgate Eco Village is unlikely to proceed due to withdrawal
of base funding however other possible options for use of the site are being currently
explored.
M.0.18 With continued efforts to reduce CO2 and the rising price of fuel, railways are
becoming more popular as a means of travel for those undertaking longer journeys. To
make the train a more viable mode at local level competing with car travel, one of the first
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steps would be to establish a majority clock-face timetable for services operating on the
route and ideally an increase in frequency from the present two hours to every 30 minutes
on the Darlington to Bishop Auckland section.
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