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Introduction

Councillor Elizabeth Scott

Portfolio Holder Statement
The local elections in May 2021 brought in some major changes to the leadership of Durham
County Council, a change that has given me the opportunity to get more involved in the work of
the AAPs through my role as the Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.
As our communities emerge from the massive changes the Covid pandemic imposed on us
all, the AAPs have been playing a key role in helping local people and organisations react to
what for many is a new environment. Many of the hundreds of projects supported by the AAPs
Area Budget this year have focused on supporting people’s well-being and numerous initiatives
providing youth work or older people’s activities have been helped with funding, along with those
that provide life-saving help to people living with mental health issues.

DASH boxing

This year the AAPs and local councillors have received some significant additional funding, linked
to the Council’s ‘Towns and Villages Programme’. This investment of nearly £4 million is helping
local communities improve their environment and revitalise areas that may have become rundown.
As I have been a County Councillor for several years, I was already aware of the work being done
by the AAPs to support local members in allocating their Neighbourhood Budgets. Over the past
12 months Councillors from all over County Durham have allocated over £840,000 that has in turn
benefitted over 400 different community based projects.
Moving into 2022/23 we will be taking the opportunity to review the council’s approach to
community engagement and this will include looking at how our area based services run. We
are seeking external support to undertake the review and will be looking at best practise and
the opportunities that exist to improve our services. We will want to involve staff, Board members,
residents, businesses and the community and voluntary sector in discussions over the coming
months.
Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who is involved in AAPs. The staff, fellow
councillors, partner organisations and members of the public. The AAPs would not be what they
are without your involvement and support!
Councillor Elizabeth Scott,
Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.
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Durham Area Action Partnership 2021/22 Key Information
COMMUNITY
SUPPORT

224

HEALTH

volunteers have been
supported

1,283
FUNDING

£192,219

people supported by schemes that
improve mental health

of AAP funding allocated to 19
projects, generating £169,195 of
match funding

£100,132
of councillor Neighbourhood Budget
allocated to 61 projects generating
£106,096 of match funding

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

74

voluntary and community
groups supported

£61,956

3,578

given to support 36 projects providing
children with holiday activities with
healthy food

individuals benefitted
from AAP supported
projects

COMMUNICATION

38,400

engagements with the
community through social media

Durham Area Action Partnership

Our People

Established in 2009 Durham Area Action Partnership (AAP) brings together local people and partners
to take action on local issues. Areas covered include the city centre and the outlying villages. Over the
last year the key focus has been on supporting local communities recover from the impact of the Covid
pandemic. Over 55 local organisations have been supported with AAP and Councillor funding to help them
take action on local issues.

Anyone who lives, works, studies or volunteers in the area can
get involved with the Area Action Partnership. We currently have
over 600 people who are part of our wider Forum who receive
regular updates and who are invited to get involved in the work
of the AAP.

As well as supporting local projects the AAP Board has also been involved in several local consultations
and has responded to any issues that people may have had.

Our Board is the decision-making body of the AAP. It is made
up of local people, elected councillors and representatives from
partner organisations. Our current board members are;

Welcome from the Chair
Ian Moore (Partner Representative)
We are drawing to the end of another year we can look back on all of the amazing
work done by Durham, AAP. Over 100 local projects have been supported by the
AAP and local County Councillors, including school holiday activities, village hall
improvements, youth work and mental health support. It has been a tremendous
effort from all involved to achieve this.
It has been great to see Board and forum members contributing to the many consultations we have had
to consider this year. It is a key role of the AAP to share our views to help shape decisions making that
impacts our area.
The recent spell of warm spring weather has been symbolic of the emergence from Covid restrictions,
and it has been heart-warming to see crowds returning to Durham City and young people making use
of the playing fields and parks in our surrounding villages. Your local councillors have contributed to the
upkeep of many of these and the support of numerous local organisations.
Our Towns and Villages sub-group is gathering momentum and there are a number of exciting projects
emerging that will make a difference to those local communities over the coming year. The AAP Board
looks forward to hearing more about these projects that are making a difference in local communities. If
you have an idea for a project let the AAP know.
Over the year we have welcomed new members to the board and said farewell to others. I would like to
thank all former Board members for their contributions, which for some was over many years.
Our coordinator Craig Morgan and the AAP team, Wendy, Marie, Lyndsey and Barbara have been an
invaluable support over the last 12 months, and I would like to say a personal thank you to them for their
continued hard work. I’d also like to take this opportunity to wish Barbara all the best in her retirement.
In the coming year, local board members will continue to represent the best interests of our community
through the allocation of funds to the most worthwhile local projects. If you want t get more involved,
then get in touch with the AAP Team.

Cllr Lesley Mavin (Durham County Council)
Cllr Christine Fletcher (Durham County Council)
Cllr Eric Mavin (Durham County Council)
Cllr Lucy Hovvels (Durham County Council)
Cllr Richard Ormerod (Durham County Council)
Cllr Liz Brown (Durham County Council)
Cllr Maureen Boettcher (Parish Council Rep)
Gary Tidbury (Public Representative)
Veronica Freitas (Public Representative)
Alice Wilkes (Public Representative)
Victoria Ashfield (Public Representative)
Rebecca Ashby (Public Representative)
Chris Tindale (Public Representative)
Jen Straughn-Hawley (Public Representative)
Paul Howard (Business Representative / Durham BID)
Ian Moore (Fire and Rescue Service)
Dave Clark (Police)
Colin Stephenson (Health)
Sarah Burns / Lee Alexander (Durham County Council)
Rebecca Eves (Durham University)
Simon Bartlett (Housing)
Rev Joanne Thorns (Voluntary and Community Sector)
Matthew Mills (Durham Cathedral)
Seun Twins (Durham Students’ Union)
We’d also like to thank former Board members Joe Knight,
Bill Moir, Eileen Findlay, Ryan Briggs, Inspector Dave Turner,
Christine Scollen, Cllr Amanda Hopgood, Cllr Arnie Simpson,
Cllr Marion Wilson, and former Parish Councillor Paul Findley,
who stepped down from the Board this year.

2021/22 Funding Allocation
Area Budget

Neighbourhood Budget

£500, Neville’s Cross Quarterly Newsletter

£5,347, Waddington Street Centre Peer Support Project

£1,998, Repair of St. Nicholas Church Clock

£950, Durham Pointers

£5,000, Durham Action on Single Housing Wellbeing
Programme

£2,500, Ludworth Memorial Mining Tub

£220, Durham Baptist Church Community Christmas

£6,000, Dragon Park Gilesgate

£308, Durham Access for All Website

£15,000, County Durham Community Foundation Durham
AAP Small Grants

£1,975, DERIC Youth Project Building Improvements

£990, Durham FC Juniors

£6,638, Framwellgate Moor Youth and Community Centre
Wellbeing Work

£2,000, High Pittington, Manor View Play Area Improvement

£575 Durham Palatinates Netball Back to Netball

£1,998, Belmont Allotments Fencing and Composting

£999, Durham Remembrance Day Parade

£13,877, DERIC Project (Bearpark) Youth and Older
People’s Work

£10,500, Waddington Street Centre Mini Bus

£200, Sherburn Police Christmas Tree

£2,985, Abbey Leisure Centre Fence and Seat Refurbishment

£598, Sherburn FC Defibrillator Box

£6,303, Laurel Avenue Community Centre Children’s and
Youth Work

£2,000, St. Marys Church Hall Shincliffe Chair Replacement

£400, Witton Gilbert Parish Council Christmas

£2,000, DERIC Youth Project Youth Work

£300, Bede Lodge FC

£2,400, Lumiere Community Project

£416, St Aidan’s Badminton Equipment

£1,920, Sherburn Hill Hub Website

£450, All Saints Christmas Tree

£11,400 Durham Learning Library, Equipment for Children
with Disabilities

£8,250, Durham City Youth Project

£300, Durham Action on Single Housing

£2,500, Alington House Refurbishment Project

£198, St Giles Salt Bins

£5,436, Wider World Project, Transitions Project

£8,000, Sherburn Community Centre Heating

£200, Finchale View Seating

£5,508, Studio Burn Community Fitness Sessions

£3,070, Newton Hall Salt Bins

£400, St Giles Jubilee Event

£17,000, Durham Area Youth Healthy Hearts, Health Minds
Project

£3,000, Durham Area Youth

£300, Friends of St Margaret’s

£4,000, Sherburn Area Defibrillators

£800, St John’s Community Choir

£1,458, Shadforth Village Hall Safety Curtains

£360, St John’s Churchyard

£1,500, Neville’s Cross Area CCTV

£500, Breathing Space

£10,000, Waddington Street Centre Digital Inclusion Worker

£5,656, South Terrace Framwellgate Moor Resurfacing

£385, Framwellgate Moor Orchard

£8,000, Go the Distance Job Club

£5,454, Diamond Terrace Durham Handrail

£500, Carville and Belmont Jubilee event

£7,142, Belmont Community Association Carer and Toddler
Groups

£5,000, Bearpark Play Area (Towns and Villages Funding)

£999, New Durham Club Defibrillator

£1,800 Neville’s Cross Flower Towers

£400, Pittington Defibrillator Pads

£7,717, OASES Nature for Wellbeing (Children’s Project)

Neighbourhood Budget Small Grants

£9,122, Durham City Youth Project Youth Clubs
£6,884, Sherburn Community Centre Heating/Air
Conditioning

£1,333, Durham Students’ Union, Community Music Project
£12,733, Durham Action on Single Housing Volunteer
Management and Support

£16,430, Pittington Village Hall Wellbeing Project
£18,555, The Singing Elf Community Wellbeing

Towns and Villages Funding

£180, Durham Palatinates Netball Half Term
£999, Bearpark School Arts
£998, Durham Markets Book Festival 2021

£10,108 Bearpark Play Area

£300, Framwellgate Moor Scouts

Towns and Villages Funding can be used to support initiatives
to improve local communities. The AAP has £210,000 to
allocate over a three year period.

£999, Durham Fringe Festival
£990, Ludworth Summer Events
£999, Hawthorn House
£624, Durham Palatinates Netball Summer

Neighbourhood Budget is an allocation of £19,400 that each County Councillor
gets each year to spend on Community Projects. This year Councillors received
an additional £10,000 to allocate to ‘Towns and Villages’ Projects. The process is
supported by the AAP team.
The projects listed above have been supported by County Councillors; Christine
Fletcher, Eric Mavin, Lesley Mavin, David Hall, Bill Kellett, Amanda Hopgood,
Mark Wilkes, Mamie Simmons, David Freeman, Richard Ormerod, Marion Wilson,
David Stoker, Liz Brown, Elizabeth Scott, Lucy Hovvels, Arnold Simpson, Bev
Coult.
For further Information on what projects individual Councillors have supported
contact your local AAP.

The Difference We Have Made

Durham Action on Single
Housing

Studio Burn Community
Fitness

DASH are an independent charity based in Gilesgate
who provide supported housing for people who are
homeless or are about to become homeless. Part of
the project is specifically for vulnerable women with
complex needs and issues such as physical and mental
health, child welfare, family and relationship breakdown,
offending behaviour, historic abuse, bereavement,
substance misuse, sexual exploitation, domestic
violence, childhood trauma and/or self-harm.

Covid meant that for most people being able to get
out and exercise with others was not possible. As we
emerge from the pandemic, for many, taking the step
is not always easy. People’s mental health has suffered
and for a lot of people having the confidence to socialise
once again is not there.

The funding of £5000 from Durham AAP is being used to
run wellbeing sessions for the vulnerable women’s group
involving them in activities such as cooking, gardening
and Tai Chi. The project has given new opportunities that
are helping people to improve their own wellbeing. This
can mean visiting different places and experiencing new
things.
County Durham Volunteering and Durham Action on
Single Housing have developed a new programme
of volunteering activity to be managed by a Volunteer
Coordinator working with a number of Durham
organisations and engaging service users from those
organisations to volunteer across the partnership. This is
also being supported with funding from Durham AAP.

Studio Burn have stepped in and are running regular
women’s community fitness sessions out of Jubilee Hall
in West Rainton. Those attending can take part in fitness
activities such as Zumba, Fitsteps and dance. People
can access the sessions in person or online if they feel
more comfortable doing it in their own homes.
The sessions are proving to be very popular. One of
the women attending said, “These sessions have really
started to benefit my mental health. At first, I was very
shy as I am shy in general and unsure about mixing with
people I didn’t know. The sessions are supportive, and
I feel really comfortable. Regular exercise has given me
a distraction to concentrate on something else other
than my poor family situation and feel I am now doing
something for me. I am no longer feeling isolated from
others!”

Fun and Food
The AAP has supported over 35 schemes that have
provided children and young people ‘fun and food’ over
school holidays. Part funded by the Department for
Education projects had to target children on free school
means or who had other issues in their lives. Nearly
£62,000 has been allocated to these projects over the
last year.
One organisation that has been supported is Harbour,
who provide a refuge and support for women and
children fleeing domestic violence. The funding meant
that extra staff could be drafted in over the holidays to
provide a full programme of activities. The children and
their mothers benefitted so much from the activities and
trips which meant some children visited the seaside for
the first time.
Other organisations to benefit included Laurel Avenue
Community Centre who provided cooking, arts, sports
activities and trips away. The Cheesy Waffles Project,
who work with children and young people with additional
needs also got a grant to cover their holiday activities.
Durham City youth Project, Go the Distance, Pelaw View
Community Group, Finchale College and Durham Area
Youth have received grants as well.

The Difference We Have Made

Wider World Project
Waddington Street Centre
The centre provides vital support to young people living
with mental health issues. Support that has been sorely
needed during the pandemic. The AAP has been able
to help fund a couple of their projects that have been
keeping young people safe.
Working with Investing in Children, Waddington Street
offer an online support session for young people aged
21-25 who have moved from children’s mental health
services to adult mental health services, a process
that can be stressful for many. The sessions offer
support from peers and is a service that is not available
elsewhere. Many centre users are still uncertain about
meeting face to face and this activity means everyone
can participate, no matter where they are. One group
member said, “It helps me to stay connected to the
outside world, because I am in hospital and have been
for a year. YASC has helped me with my health problems
and makes me feel I can help others from my lived
experience. I am not alone.”

Additional Photographs by Kevin Edworthy and Gary Tidbury

Framwellgate Moor
Wellbeing Project
Organised and run by Framwellgate Moor Youth and
Community Centre this project is offering weekly
wellbeing sessions for older residents of the area. Many
people are still nervous about leaving the house, but the
project offers them a safe supportive space where they
can get a meal and take part in social activities.
Anyone with transport issues is picked up as the project
wanted to make sure that the opportunity was open
to anyone who wanted it. The weekly sessions are
supported by dedicated members of staff who provide
the meals and deliver a wide range of craft activities.
Tackling loneliness is a key aspect of this project as
many attendees live by themselves and the pandemic
has meant that overt the past two years they have not
always been able to see others.

The project provides activities and support for young
adults with additional needs. This year the funding from
the AAP is being used to support young people who are
leaving full time education and are taking the next steps
into the wider world, whether that be further education or
other training opportunities.
For some young people one to one support is needed
to help them develop their skills and confidence and
give them new experiences all of which help them
develop their independence. Participants do achieve
an accredited qualification in life skills as part of this
initiative.
This work really benefits the young people’s mental
health as many have been isolated during the pandemic.

Contact Details
Durham Area Action Partnership
Durham Town Hall
Market Place
Durham
DH1 3NJ
Tel: 03000 264991
Email: dcaap@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/durhamaap

