
Buying a puppy checklist 
 
Before you arrange to visit a puppy, it’s a good idea to phone and ask some questions first. 
Here are some examples of questions to ask a puppy breeder: 
 

 Did they breed the puppy? 
 Are the puppies kept where they were bred? 
 How many puppies are/were in the litter? 
 Have the puppies or their mum had any health problems? 
 Have the puppies been treated for worms or other parasites? 
 Have, or will, the puppies be given their first vaccinations before they go to their new 

homes?  
 Have the parents been screened for any inherited problems known to be a problem 

in that breed? 
 Do the puppies have any form of identification, such as microchips? 
 Do they have a breeders or pet shop license if they are advertising more than one 

litter? 
 Has the puppy been wormed? 

 
If the seller cannot follow up what they tell you over the phone or their answers change 
when you meet, this is suspicious and you should not proceed. No matter how cute the 
puppy looks. 
 
Remember a rogue seller will tell you what you want to hear in order for you to visit the 
puppy to pull at your heart strings. 
 
When you meet the puppies, there are some important things to check: 
 

 Make sure you see the mum at the same location and be wary if excuses are made 

 Make sure the puppies mum is healthy 
 Look for clues that the puppy was actually born there. 
 Does it look like the seller actually lives at the property? 
 Ask to see certificates of screening for problem diseases, vaccination and 

microchipping records 
 Check for any signs of illness 
 Make sure you see the puppies living area 
 Ensure the seller knows what specific food the puppy is on 
 If you are not invited passed the doorway then it suggests there is something to hide 
 If in doubt walk away as buying the puppy will only fuel the trade of puppy farmers 
 If the seller seems vague and only interested in your money, they could be acting as 

a third party  
 Beware if the seller does not make you feel comfortable asking questions 
 Beware if the seller asks which puppy you have come to see as it indicates they 

have different breeds available 
 Beware if the sex of the dog is different to your previous enquiries  
 Beware if you see other people buying a puppy at the same time 

 

 


