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Introduction
Councillor Elizabeth Scott

Portfolio Holder Statement

The local elections in May 2021 brought in some major changes to the leadership of  Durham 
County Council, a change that has given me the opportunity to get more involved in the work of  
the AAPs through my role as the Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.

As our communities emerge from the massive changes the Covid pandemic imposed on us 
all, the AAPs have been playing a key role in helping local people and organisations react to 
what for many is a new environment. Many of  the hundreds of  projects supported by the AAPs 
Area Budget this year have focused on supporting people’s well-being and numerous initiatives 
providing youth work or older people’s activities have been helped with funding, along with those 
that provide life-saving help to people living with mental health issues.

This year the AAPs and local councillors have received some significant additional funding, linked 
to the Council’s ‘Towns and Villages Programme’. This investment of  nearly £4 million is helping 
local communities improve their environment and revitalise areas that may have become run-
down.

As I have been a County Councillor for several years, I was already aware of  the work being done 
by the AAPs to support local members in allocating their Neighbourhood Budgets. Over the past 
12 months Councillors from all over County Durham have allocated over £840,000 that has in turn 
benefitted over 400 different community based projects.

Moving into 2022/23 we will be taking the opportunity to review the council’s approach to 
community engagement and this will include looking at how our area based services run. We 
are seeking external support to undertake the review and will be looking at best practise and 
the opportunities that exist to improve our services. We will want to involve staff, Board members, 
residents, businesses and the community and voluntary sector in discussions over the coming 
months.

Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who is involved in AAPs. The staff, fellow 
councillors, partner organisations and members of  the public. The AAPs would not be what they 
are without your involvement and support!

Councillor Elizabeth Scott, 
Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.

County Durham Federation of  Women’s Institutes – International Women’s Day

Dare to Dream – School Library Train Project – Kirk Merrington 
Primary School



Spennymoor Area Action Partnership 2021/22 Key Information 

FUNDING

£229,535
of  AAP Area budgets to address 
Community Recovery and Covid 
19 impact and issues on the 
Spennymoor AAP community and 
its effects, allocated to 16 projects

£810,430
of  match funding generated for 
Area Budget projects

£70,926
of  councillor Neighbourhood 
Budget allocated to 18 projects

£324,111 
match funding secured for 
Neighbourhood Budget projects

£36,774 
allocated to 20 Fun and Food 
projects.

£6,701 
match funding secured Fun and 
Food projects

LOCAL INFORMATION
Over 15,750
people are predicted to be 
supported through Area Budget, 
Neighbourhood Budget and Fun 
and Food projects 

COMMUNICATION

6,318
social media engagements  
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

56 
projects developed and supported 
through Spennymoor Area Action 
Partnership 



Spennymoor Area Action Partnership 
Established in 2009 Spennymoor Area Action Partnership (AAP) brings together local people and partners 
to take action on local issues. Areas covered include the city centre and the outlying villages.

Over the last year the key focus has been on Community Recovery. Over £244,00 has been allocated to 
local organisations to support them through the Covid pandemic. 

The partnership continued its work throughout the pandemic with the team and Board members adapting 
to the changing environment to support our local communities ensuring meetings took place virtually and 
project leads and community groups were informed of  relevant information. 

We also ensured communication to the Spennymoor AAP forum and community lines stayed open through 
the use of  social media and emails. 

Welcome from the Chair
De Hickson (Partner Representative) 
During my tenure as chair in this unusual year I have seen first-hand how our 
community has pulled together. The AAP has played no small part in this, we have 
funded a great many local schemes and initiatives that are making a huge difference 
to people in our local community, aided by match funding both from volunteers and 
organisations alike. Well done everyone.

The Spennymoor AAP Board and staff  team have responded well to this unusual situation and have 
worked hard to spread resources in areas where they are most needed and acting quickly to requests. 
Thank you all for your cooperation and achievements.

Virtual meetings are not the same and I am looking forward to the return of  face to face meetings in the 
new financial year. To me it is always beneficial to be able to interact with members of  the Board and 
Forum before and after a meeting as I find the feedback very valuable. 

I feel that we have all learnt a great deal this year and going forward will continue to work together with our 
partners and providers to achieve the best for our community.

Our People 
Anyone who lives, works, studies or volunteers in the 
area can get involved with the Area Action Partnership. 
We currently have Over 2,000 people who are part of  our 
wider Forum who receive regular updates and who are 
invited to get involved in the work of  the AAP.

Our Board is the decision making body of  the AAP. It 
is made up of  local people, elected councillors and 
representatives from partner organisations. Our current 
board members are;

De Hickson (Chair) (Voluntary and Community Sector)

Agnes Armstrong (Vice Chair) (Public Representative)

Cllr Luke Holmes (Vice Chair)

Geoff  Darkes (Public Representative)

Pat Lawton (Public Representative)

Hugh Stephenson (Public Representative)

Lyndsey Johnson (Public Representative)

George Morgan-Watson (Public Representative)

Ron Heighley (Public Representative)

Cllr Liz Maddison 

Cllr Andy Anderson (Spennymoor Town Council)

Cllr Mark Abley 

Cllr Pete Molloy 

Cllr Ian Geldard (Spennymoor Town Council)

Cllr Billy McAloon (County Councillor)

Ian Walker (Livin)

Inspector Mike Sammut (Police) 

John Trowell (Fire and Rescue Service)

Barbara Harker (NHS)

Darren Knowd (Durham County Council)

Gary Thompson (Business Rep)

We’d also like to thank former Board Member Graeme 
Metcalf  for his service to the Area Action Partnership.



2021/22 Funding Allocation  

Area Budget 
(Which includes Social Isolation Funding, Welfare Reform 
funding and Young Peoples Fund)

Bishop Auckland College - Upskilling and Discretionary 
Fund, £25,000

Spennymoor Stage and Song - Seen and Heard Again 
£5,000

Women’s Institute - Renew Reuse Relove £5,000

North Park Primary School - Parent and Child Mental Health 
and Wellbeing Project £5,020

St Andrew’s Church - Kitchen and Toilet Facility £20,000

Trinity Church - Trinity Community Hub £7,700

Chi Taekwondo - Covid Recovery £6,213

Spennymoor Youth and Community Centre - Moving 
Forward £24,312

South Durham Gymnastics Club - Safe Gymnastics £18,584

Learning Library - Supporting Children with Additional 
Needs £17,000

Whitworth Park Academy – IPads Project for noncurricular 
activities £12,040

Spennymoor Town Band - Youth Band Recovery £5,000

Spennymoor Youth Football Club - Community Support and 
Business Initiative £28,400

St Paul’s Centre - Moving On £13,266

Tudhoe Cricket Club - Ladies and Gents Toilet Refurb 
£12,000

Whitworth Park Academy - 3G Pitch £25,000

Neighbourhood Budget
Spennymoor Town Council - Christmas Lights £3,500

DCC Highways - Kirk Merrington Car Park Repairs £13,108

St Pauls Centre - Café Connect Project Extension £4,180

Spennymoor Boxing Club - Equipment and Clothing £2,049

Spennymoor Stage and Song - Christmas pantomime venue 
hire costs £2,050

Spennymoor Settlement - CCTV £2,679

Spennymoor Youth Theatre - Replacing damaged sound 
equipment £3,322

Spennymoor Town Band - Equipment Upgrade £6,000

South Durham Enterprise Agency - Business recovery grant 
£13,100

South Durham Gymnastics Club Spring into gymnastics - 
new flooring £6,000

Livin - Middlestone parking Area Improvements £5,360

Whitworth Park Academy – IPads Project for noncurricular 
activities £7,000

Fun and Food 
The Fun and Food programme continued to provide 
access to a range of  Holiday Activities with Healthy 
Food to children, young people and families from across 
the Spennymoor AAP area. Projects were developed in 
partnership with the voluntary and community sector and 
Durham County Councils Children and Young Peoples 
Services. 

Spennymoor Youth and Community Centre - Cooking 
Together 2021 £750

Steps to the Occasion - Easter Holiday Club £2,282

St Paul’s Centre Easter Holiday Activity with Food £1,830

Groundwork NE Easter - Holiday Provision £4,740

St Paul’s Centre Healthy Activities with Food - May 2021 
£825

Steps to the Occasion - May Half  Term Holiday Club £1,046

ATOMS Education - Activities with ATOMS £2,470

Byers Green Village Hall - Summer Activities £530

St Paul’s Centre - Summer Fun £1,970

Steps to the Occasion - Summer Holiday Club £3,400

Trinity Church - Summer Dot Dot Along £2,460

Spennymoor Youth and Community Centre - Summer Camp 
21 £3036

ATOMS Education - Halloween Fun £635

Steps to the Occasion - Half  term holiday Club £670

Byers Green Village Hall - Healthy Sport and Eating £555

ATOMS Education - Get Creative £700

Spennymoor Youth and Community Centre - Christmas 
Together £5,950

Byers Green Village Hall - Christmas Party Fun and Games 
Together £825

ATOMS Education - Play to Learn £1,100

Trinity Church - Love Spenny A lot £1,000

Moving Forward Project – Spennymoor Youth and Community Centre

Neighbourhood Budget is an allocation of  £19,400 that each County Councillor 
receives each year to spend on community projects. This process is supported 
by the AAP team. The projects above have been supported by County 
Councillors Liz Maddison, Mark Abley, Luke Holmes, Peter Malloy, Billy McAloon 
and Brian Avery (recently deceased)  



The Difference We Have Made 

South Durham Enterprise Agency 

Pandemic Business Recovery 
Grant
Spennymoor AAP provided Neighbourhood Budget 
funding to South Durham Enterprise Agency to develop 
a Pandemic Recovery/Restart Business Grant. The grant 
will support businesses to recover, grow or sustain their 
operations and will be eligible for capital and revenue 
purchases. Small Medium Enterprises will be located in 
(or locating in) the Spennymoor AAP area and be able 
to demonstrate a clear adverse effect on their business 
caused by the pandemic or changes in market behaviour 
or a clear opportunity to grow, change or pivot as a result 
of  the same.

Individuals seeking to start a small business will be 
supported with the availability of  a capital and revenue 
grant. Programmes funded elsewhere will support the 
individual with a business plan and appropriate start 
up support, leaving the grant fund to help the individual 
raise the necessary start up capital for their venture. 

The grant will be delivered by trained, experienced and 
qualified advisors.

The project, which also operates in the Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon AAP area, has also secured additional 
financial resources from South Durham C L L D E R D F fund 
and Bishop Auckland and Shildon AAP.  

Durham County Federation of Women’s 
Institutes 

Renew, Reuse, Relove  
The project has highlighted ways in which local 
residents in Spennymoor can do something to help the 
environment, and at the same time learn how to recycle 
items instead of  buying new through sharing the skills, 
which Durham County Federation of  Women’s Institutes 
have been using since 1917.

The main part of  the project was showcased at the 
Spennymmor Gala. A large marquee was hired and 
several demonstrations were undertaken which included 
covering cookery (how to manage on a budget, using 
local produce), furniture upcycling, sewing (how to re-
use old clothes and furnishings), artwork from recycled 
items, alternatives to single use plastics, spinning and 
weaving.

Information was also provided on campaigns that the 
WI has championed, and displays will show the work 
that they do to combat ‘Plastic Soup’, litter picking, and 
crafting to combat loneliness and mental health issues.

Following the event ‘Back to Basics’ demonstrations will 
also be undertaken at WI House in Spennymoor. 

Love Spenny along  
Trinity Methodist Church - 
Love Spenny Along 
The project provided a face to face holiday club at 
Trinity Methodist Church during the school holidays in 
February. Families were invited to attend and take part in 
fun, enriching activities with the theme of  caring for our 
community.

Activities undertaken included storytelling which 
focussed on kindness and caring for each other, 
active games and dance, craft activities with families 
completing a range of  heart themed crafts, including a 
making a heart that is intended to be left somewhere in 
the community for another person to find. 

Families were also provided with a recipe box and step 
by step instructions allowing them to make a tasty and 
healthy meal for the whole family. As a little treat they 
will also receive a special low sugar Love Spenny Along 
cupcake for each family member. 

Families who did not wish to attend the face to face event 
perhaps due to a child being extremely vulnerable or for 
those experiencing social anxiety the project provided 
a Love Spenny themed activity pack included the same 
crafts and recipe pack as the face-to-face participants 
received along with items to encourage activity, such as 
a skipping rope and ball.

The overall feedback from the project was very positive 
and has enabled families to have fun, eat together and 
learn new skills focussing on caring for the community. 



The Difference We Have Made 

Saint Paul’s Centre  

Moving On Project 
This project supports people to Move on following the 
Covid 19 pandemic by inviting people to meet within 
the Saint Paul’s Centre and undertake activities which 
are focussed on wellbeing and verbalising fears and 
problems. Many of  the users of  Saint Paul’s Centre 
have been affected by social isolation during the Covid 
pandemic and the project has enabled people to 
increase their confidence by providing a yearly program 
of  monthly events. A range of  activities are being 
undertaken which include film afternoons, supper clubs, 
games mornings and wellbeing sessions.

The project is also organising an exhibition of  art work 
and photography and the group have been involved in 
every aspect of  the planning process for this event.

A regular supper club is also undertaken to bring people 
together over a meal and quizzes and guest speakers 
are also invited to these sessions. 

North Park School   
Parent and Child Mental 
Health and Wellbeing Project
This project helps to improve the mental health, 
wellbeing and bonds of  children and families, by helping 
to improve wellbeing and nutrition. A chef  and yoga 
teacher will deliver a series of  sessions to a group of  
targeted families. 

The chef  will support families to cook healthy meals on 
a budget, to support families to improve nutrition and 
understand balanced meals suitable for the whole family. 

The yoga instructor will deliver sessions where families 
can learn the importance of  relaxation in order to help 
manage challenging behaviours as well as improve rest 
and sleep. The project will provide an opportunity for 
parents and children to spend quality time together and 
improve relationships, which are often impacted upon 
by everyday stress, resulting from high depravation in 
school and the recent pandemic. 

Families will be selected for the project by North Park 
School who have knowledge of  those families who 
may have struggled with behaviour, sleep and also 
may suffer from the impact of  deprivation as a result of  
unemployment.

Through supporting adults and children to do activities 
together the school will be more successful in engaging 
with parents therefore strengthening the school 
community, building parental confidence and capacity 
which will benefit the children at the school as a result. 

Learning Library  
Supporting people with 
additional needs in 
Spennymoor
Spennymoor AAP provided funding to the Learning Library 
to continue to provide an outreach loan service to children/
young people and adults with additional needs. The 
Learning Library provides specialist equipment/toys that 
will assist in helping members reach their full potential.

A key component of  the service is that equipment is 
provided to beneficiaries in their own homes. Many of  the 
Learning Library users can experience feelings of  isolation 
and the opportunity to regularly change equipment keeps 
members engaged and this can often have a positive 
effect on the whole family. The AAP has provided funding 
to help sustain this organisation following the Covid 19 
pandemic, the funding has been used to support with 
running, premises, vehicle costs and the purchase of  
new sensory equipment and costs to support vulnerable 
people within the Spennymoor AAP area.

Contact Details
Spennymoor Area Action Partnership
Green Lane
Spennymoor
County Durham
DL16 6JQ

Tel: 03000 262 062
Email: spennyaap@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/spennymooraap
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