
Hundreds of fake items found in house 
raid 
[Mobile phone footage of boxes, bags, piles and shelves full of counterfeit designer goods] 

[Text on screen] A woman who was caught with hundreds of items of counterfeit clothing and 
footwear which she was selling on Facebook has been ordered to pay more than £2,500. 

Claire Hubert, 40, from Leadgate, has been successfully prosecuted by Durham County Council after 
our trading standards team executed a search warrant at her West Street home in October last year. 

Over 720 items of clothing and accessories from 59 brands were found in nearly every room of the 
house. 

The loft was entirely filled with counterfeit goods, which were “displayed as you would expect to see 
in a shop,” with shoes on top of boxes and many items carrying price tags.

Officers seized t-shirts, bags, scarves, gloves, belts, towels, footwear, jewellery and sportswear 
claiming to be brands including Hugo Boss, Ugg, Ted Baker, Adidas, Chanel, Louis Vuitton and 
Mulberry.  

Hubert appeared at Newton Aycliffe Magistrates Court where she pleaded guilty to ten charges 
under the Trade Marks Act 1994. 

In Hubert’s defence, magistrates heard that her customers knew the products were not genuine and 
that she had not made a lot of money from selling them. 

The court was also told that Hubert is unsure whether she will lose her job as a result of the case. 

Magistrates imposed a fine of £488 and ordered her to pay the council costs of £2,142 and a victim 
surcharge of £48 - a total of £2,678.

The council applied for any seized items that is was possible to take the fake branding off to be given 
to a charity which provides sports kit to disadvantaged young people. 

Owen Cleugh, our consumer protection manager, said: “Ms Hubert was gaining financially from 
selling the items on Facebook and her actions were potentially damaging to consumers who were at 
risk of buying low quality goods. 

“We hope the financial penalty in this case will deter anyone from dealing in counterfeit goods and 
we are also pleased that some of the items our officers seized will be able to be reused for the 
benefit of disadvantaged young people.” 

Find out more about the work of our Trading Standards team at 
www.durham.gov.uk/tradingstandards 
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