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Chester-le-Street & District Area Action Partnership (AAP) Board Meeting – Minutes 

Monday 15th July 2019 at 6.00pm at Cornerstones, Chester-le-Street. DH3 3TF 

Present: Elected Councillors 
   

Councillor Tracie Smith 
Councillor Alison Batey 
Councillor Danny Wood  
Councillor Allan Bainbridge 
Councillor Craig Martin 
Councillor Alan Bell 

  Elsie Forrester (Parish Council Representative) 
 
  Partner Organisations 
  Joyce Roberts (Business Association Representative) 
  Mick Clark (Durham & Darlington Fire and Rescue Service) 
  Katherine Glen (Karbon Homes) 
  Helen Morrell (Voluntary Sector) 
  Alan Patrickson (Durham County Council) 
   
  Public Representatives 
  Derek Briggs 
  Howell Davies 
  Khaled Malki 

Jake Rollings (Chair) 
Claire Todd 

 
Officer Attendance: Andrew Megginson (AAP, Principal AAP Coordinator), Fiona Kelly (Principal 
Community Development / Project Officer) Peter Garrod (Community Development / Project Officer)  
and Lesley Lines (Community Development / Support Officer). 

Apologies: Stephen Bramwell (North Durham Clinical Commissioning Group), Joanne Pugh, Inspector 
Dave Coxon (Durham Constabulary Representative) Janice Rokni. 

 
 Public Attendance: 14 members of the AAP Public Forum attended to observe proceedings. 

1. Housekeeping, Introduction and Apologies 

Joyce Roberts welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Andrew Megginson then ran through housekeeping and asked for any declarations of interest - None 
were noted. 

2. Agreement of minutes of the previous meeting, held 3rd June 2019 and matters arising 
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 Joyce Roberts (Chair) went through each page of the minutes for accuracy. The Board agreed the minutes 
were a true and accurate record.   

2.1 Matters Arising -  
3.1 – Confirmation of Cllr Grouping – Andrew advised that Board members had voted the Councillor Vice 
Chair as Allan Bainbridge. Board members congratulated Cllr Bainbridge.   

 Page 5 – Sub Group for P.B. – Andrew advised that the available venue and dates would be emailed out to 
Board Members next week.                

3.0       ‘County Durham Vision 2035’ 

3.1 Cllr Simon Henig Leader of the Council and Lorraine O’Donnell – Director of Transformation gave a 
presentation on the ‘County Durham Vision 2035’ 

The Altogether Better Durham vision for the county which is used by all partners on the County Durham 
Partnership has been in place since 2009/10. He highlighted that many of the long-term ambitions have 
been achieved – things like health targets around smoking, teenage pregnancies, waste going to landfill, 
and attracting visitors to the county.  

However much has changed in the world since 2009/10 

Employment has increased significantly since its lowest point in 2010 following the global financial crisis. 
The current rate as at the end of the 2018/19 financial year is 10 percentage points higher. Successes 
include the Hitachi plant at Newton Aycliffe, extension of NETPark, and our DurhamWorks programme for 
young people. 

There has been strong growth in the visitor economy. Attractions like the UNESCO world heritage site of 
the cathedral and castle in Durham, museums at Beamish, Shildon and Killhope, events like Lumiere, 
Kynren, food, brass and literary festivals, and the Durham big meeting have all helped to boost our 
tourism sector.  

Carbon emission estimates have been reduced by over 52% from a baseline in 2008/09 through 
decarbonising the electricity grid, street lighting LED replacement, energy efficiency measures in buildings 
and homes, installation of renewables, introduction of low and zero emission vehicles, tree planting, 
peatland restoration and reducing landfill.  

Through changes to our contracts we have reduced the amount of domestic refuse we collect that goes to 
landfill from 60% down to less than 5%. This has been achieved through increasing doorstep recycling and 
diverting more waste to be converted to electricity.  

Life expectancy at birth in County Durham has been improving over time for both men and women. 
Compared to 2000-02, men in County Durham now live 3.4 years longer (to 78.1 years old) and women 
live 2.1 years longer (to 81.4)  

Smoking is the biggest single contributor to shorter life expectancy locally and contributes substantially to 
the burden on health and social care services. Smoking causes 90% of chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) and lung cancers (30% of all deaths from cancers), 90% of vascular diseases, 17% of 
coronary heart disease and 50% of sudden infant deaths. It is estimated that in 2017, just over 60,000 
adults smoked, around 32,000 fewer than in 2012. Smoking prevalence has now reduced to UK levels.  

Pregnancy in teenage years can prevent the woman achieving her potential in terms of educational 
attainment employment and lead to poverty. There is also an increased risk of health problems such as 
premature birth, low birth weight and other health conditions in the mother and/or child. There is also a 
greater risk of children being taken into care because the mother is assessed as being unable to look after 
the child. In 2012, the conception rate per 1,000 women at age under 16 was 8.9. This has reduced to 4.1 
per 1,000 in 2017. (Over the same period, the under 18 conception rate has fallen from 33.6 to 23.7) 
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Over the last 14 years the median age of service users at permanent admission to residential or nursing 
care has risen by three years in residential care, from 84 to 87, and by one year in nursing care, from 83 to 
84. This is indicative of the success of rehabilitation services, which aim to maximise independence by 
empowering people to be able to stay in their own homes for longer. 

Building on successes - Area Action Partnerships have contributed: 

• Over the last 10 years, over 6,000 community projects 
• Benefiting over 30,000 people 
• Securing over £100m funding  

Building on successes - Partners recognised: 

30,454 volunteers have been recruited across all sectors in County Durham over two-year period 

Durham Constabulary rated as Outstanding for the fourth year in a row. 

CDDFRS winners of Fire and Rescue Service of the year 

Both North Durham and DDES CCG rated as Good 

University of Durham ranked in top 10 UK universities and top 100 worldwide  

Each presentation to AAPs will feature an AAP specific slide celebrating some of the AAP funded projects 
that local people will recognise from their community 

Celebrating projects delivered by Chester-le-Street AAP that fit with the board themes of the new 
vision. 

The Wheels to Work scheme is a great practical example of removing barriers for people to access 
employment opportunities. 

The Police E-Bikes project has helped deploy police resources across the AAP area in a more responsive 
way  

As an AAP with a Town centre, supporting the local economy has been an important part of the AAPs 
work and projects that provide help for local businesses and new businesses to promote themselves play 
a vital role in developing Durham’s economy. 

Finally the AAPs ‘best project’ of the last 10 years – The Police led ‘Market Activity Week’ is a great 
example of partnership working with many different organisations delivering fun free activities during the 
summer holidays. 

But still a way to go 

Whilst our employment rate has increased, we trail behind both the North East and national rates and we 
would like to close the gap.  

We have ambitions to reduce tobacco smoking to 5% 

Whilst life expectancy is increasing, it is important that these additional years of life are being spent in 
good health and not in prolonged poor health and dependency. Male and female healthy life expectancy 
is 58 years old and is significantly less than the national figure of over 63 years old. Healthy life 
expectancy has seen little change over the last 4 years but has fallen by 6.6 years for women. There are 
some significant geographical variations to healthy life expectancy within the county with healthy life 
expectancy varying by 20 years between our most and least deprived communities. 

Carbon emissions have fallen significantly over the last 10 years in County Durham. However, we want to 
continue reducing our carbon emissions and increase activity that offsets carbon such as tree planting 
and peat restoration.  
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Online retail spend accounts for around 20% of total spend now and the rate of growth is sevenfold that 
of the growth in retail spend in stores. Most of our towns have expanded over post-war years as retail 
peaked. Now retail companies such as Toys R Us and Maplin have folded with the likes of Marks & 
Spencer and House of Fraser announcing widespread store closures throughout the UK. This national 
problem has been recognised by Parliament who have recently conducted a select committee inquiry into 
the issue. We need to work together to ensure the vitality of our town centres as social hubs in the 
future.  

Carbon emissions have fallen significantly over the last 10 years in County Durham. However, we want to 
continue reducing our carbon emissions and increase activity that offsets carbon such as tree planting 
and peat restoration.  

Consultation on emerging findings and draft ambitions 

A series of focus groups with members of the public, members, frontline staff, businesses, partners and 
special interest groups 

23 meetings in communities, 250 attendees 

21 partnership meetings and forums 

What you told us was important 

Economy  

You wanted to see a thriving economy with more and better jobs for everyone.  

Tourism 

People of County Durham were rightly proud of the history and heritage of the county and its beautiful 
countryside and coastline. They felt that the county could be further developed as a place for tourists and 
residents to visit, stay and come back to. 
 
Children and young people 

Everyone wanted County Durham to continue to be a great place to grow up. This involves making sure 
children are safe, healthy and have access to good education so that they are well placed to access jobs 

Health and wellbeing 

Local people have highlighted the importance of people helping themselves and adopting healthy 
behaviours to keep themselves fitter for longer. Residents were also concerned about mental health 
problems in some communities and certain groups of people such as children and young people and older 
or socially isolated people.  

Housing 

People wanted to see a range of good quality housing that meets our future needs. The need for more 
affordable housing, including good quality rented accommodation and more specialist housing to suit the 
requirements of older and vulnerable people, was also highlighted.  
 
Towns and villages 

There was a recognition amongst those consulted that the growth in online shopping in recent years is 
leading to store closures in our high streets and that this is a national problem. We need to think more 
innovatively around mixed uses for our high streets and centres and other initiatives such as public wifi to 
make them more vibrant and well used.  

Communities 
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There is a strong sense of community spirit in County Durham. People wanted to build on this and ensure 
that people support each other within their own communities.  

Transport 

Transport is a key issue across the county to help support a thriving economy and ensure that our towns 
and villages are vibrant and well used and that people have access to retail, leisure, education, 
employment and health facilities.  

Our Proposed Ambitions and objectives 

In order to make our vision easier to understand, remember and buy in to, what you said has all been 
built into three proposed ambitions which are crosscutting.   

More and Better Jobs 

• Accessible employment sites 
• A competitive lower carbon economy 
• Helping into work 
• Broadened offer to visitors and residents 
• Good education, training and employment 
• Deprovasion and Poverty  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Long and Independent Lives 

• Better start in life and good health 
• Best possible outcomes for those with SEND 
• Environment that is good for health and climate 
• Promote positive behaviours 
• Tackle mental health 
• Better integration of health and social care 
• Housing for older people 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connected Communities 

• Good quality new housing 
• Improved existing housing 
• Vibrant, attractive, safe 
• Support victims of crime 
• Good access 
• Safe childhood 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our vision for 2035 is that County Durham is a place where there are more and better jobs, people live 
long and independent lives and our communities are well connected and supportive. 

An evaluation sheet was circulated asking; 

1. Do you agree that our vision strikes the right balance of priorities and ambitions for the county?  
Tell us what you think 

2. We all need to work together to achieve our aspirations  
How can we work together to achieve this? 
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4. Update on Chester-le-Street Market 

4.1 Andrew gave an update regarding the future of CLS market, he informed the meeting that two providers 
will operate regular markets in the Town.  

Events2gogo, will be operating the market on the first Friday and Saturday of each month. They 
currently manage markets in areas such Sunderland City Centre, Hartlepool Town Centre and most 
recently work with Seaham Town Council to manage the weekly Friday market in Church Street. 

The Craft Fair Company will be operating the Friday and Saturday markets at the other times. This 
operator currently trades in St Cuthbert Walk in the Town and have also operated craft style markets at 
events across the region. 

Andrew advised both operators have met and are committed to working together to provide a successful 
market for the Town. The agreements are being finalised with a hopeful start date of 3rd August for 
Events2gogo. They both advertise heavily on social media. The agreement will only be for an initial one 
year but hopefully both will be successful in that time and a longer commitment can be agreed.  

This has not been a straight forward exercise but we have tried to listen to the feedback via the AAP 
Thriving Task Group and the AAP Board for a more diverse market offer to what has been provided and I 
believe this will be the case. 

Both operators have given an assurance to try and incorporate existing traders within their market and 
they are starting the process of meeting with existing traders to brief them on their plans.  

This proposal will see no operator for the Tuesday which has traditionally been a Market day in the Town. 

5 Graham Soult, Retail Consultant – AAP Business Support Project Update 

5.1 Graham gave a presentation highlighting achievements in the town centre. He highlighted that since an 
audit in 2014 Chester-le-Street now has; 

• 91% Occupancy 
• Strong independent retail offer (65%) 
• Key big-named retailers 
• Relatively lively high street 
• Car parks busy 

 
 
 
 
 

He advised that the new market operators would commence from Friday 2nd August & Saturday 3rd 
August with local produce and locally hand crafted gifts. 

He highlighted how the town is more visible online than ever before, with ‘Shop Chester-le-Street 
Facebook’ posts seen by over 30,000 people within the last month. 

Cllr Smith asked if there was a shift in the retail offer within the town. Graham advised a lot of cafes were 
coming into the town which was very positive. 

Cllr Batey highlighted that the Economy & Enterprise Group had done a focused piece of work around the 
retail offer, findings included the car parking initiative introduced by DCC and transferable tickets. Cllr 
Batey asked that this piece of work be continued by dovetailing with the Economy & Enterprise Group in 
working with other car parking companies to come on board.  
Graham advised this was a major positive theme. Parking is a positive. 

Graham added that his AAP funding was only for 1 year, he however hoped this would be continued, as a 
lot of positive work had come out of his time working with the retailers. His aim is to continue to work 
with retailers both existing and new to make Chester-le-Street a town that retailers can invest in. 
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Joanne Pugh highlighted the positive work already done and asked what Grahams vision was in moving 
forward. Graham advised that he would like to create a town that isn’t competing with the Arnison 
Centre and Metro Centre, A USP is the support available from himself which is available to new retailers 
coming into the town.  

Cllr. Allan Bell asked what Graham would like to see from DCC in moving forward. 

Graham advised that the street is a long street, people can find it hard to navigate. He added he would 
like to see is more investment within the town to widen pavements and have more seating up and down 
the street so people can move easily from one end to the other. 

Mike asked what the council can do about the public toilets as not everyone knows there are toilets in 
Tescos. 

The Board thanked Graham for his very positive presentation. 

6. ChesterFest Community Festival held 22nd/23rd June 

Jose Pointon attended the meeting to give an update on the ChesterFest Festival which was held on 22nd 
and 23rd June in the run up to The World Cricket Cup.  
Jose highlighted that Durham Cricket Foundation is a charitable arm of the Cricket Club set up to promote 
leisure & tourism.  

She highlighted that this was a community festival and children activities engaging with local businesses. 
Held at the Riverside Park engaging with 50 local businesses.  The event had seen 7000 people over the 
two days. A lot of feedback re toilets and car parking have been taken on board. 

She advised the event had been a huge success and she would be happy to run the event again in future. 
An impact report will be presented to the Board in due cause.  

Clare Todd highlighted it was a great success and great for the town. 

Cllr Smith extended her thanks for the event and hoped it would be brought back in future years. 

 Andrew observed that the quality of the businesses present were good and the feel of the event was 
welcoming.               

Cllr Allan Bell observed how beneficial the World Cup had been for Chester-le-Street hosting 3 games.   
He highlighted how successful ChesterFest had been the weekend previous and looked forward to 
working with the Cricket Club again in the future. 
 
Joanne asked that the local businesses in town could be involved in future years. She highlighted not 
everyone could close shop and go to the event. Could the event come to them one day out of the two if 
future. 

Jose highlighted the T20 game was free to under 18’s 

7. Neighbourhood Issues 

7.1 Andrew advised that he had received no issues. 

7.2 Summary of schemes being developed by local councillors 

7.3 Councillors Colin Carr, Heather Liddle, Craig Martin, Paul Sexton, Tracie Smith & Danny Wood – If U Care 
Share – Contribution to laptop purchase                

The aim of the project is that the organisation is employing two further members of staff and they require 
laptops to synchronise with their current soft and hardware. This funding will provide a contribution 
toward the purchase of two new laptops. 
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Total Project Cost: £2,736 

 NB Allocation: £2,300 

Match: £436                           The Board supported the application 

7.4 Councillor Beaty Bainbridge – Chester-le-Street  Ropery Lane Cemetery Chapel - Painting 

The aim of this project is to paint the chapel at Ropery Lane Cemetery at Chester-le-Street. This work will 
be undertaken by Durham County Council and would not otherwise be undertaken without this 
contribution. 

 Total Project Cost: £1,000 

 NB Allocation: £1,000 

 Match Funding: £0             The Board supported the application 

7.5 Councillor Tracie Smith – Selby Cottage Nursery – Contribution towards a caravan and other equipment  

The aim of this project is to purchase a caravan and equipment for the nursery.  This will be utilised by all 
of the children using the nursery, but also on open days  and fun days by the community and for other 
events. This will be a fantastic edition to the nursery grounds and will help the children with role play and 
building relationships. 

 Total Project Cost: £5,264.76 

 NB Allocation: £2,264.76 

 Match Funding: £3,000 – Section 106 contribution – unconfirmed as yet  

       The Board supported the application 

7.6 Councillors Allan Bainbridge, Beaty Bainbridge, Simon Henig, Linda Marshall, Craig Martin, Paul Sexton 
and Tracie Smith – Chester-le-Street & District War Memorial Group – Remembrance 2019/20 

The aim of this project is to support the Chester-le-Street Remembrance Parade  for the next two years 
with a contribution to the setting up of the supporting equipment needed for the day. This will include 
provision of staging, microphones, sound equipment, and setting up and dismantling. 

 Total Project Cost:  £1,788 

 NB Allocation:  £1,788             The Board supported the application 

7.7 Councillors Alan Bell & Audrey Willis – Great Lumley CA – Gym Equipment, Summer Programme & Panto  

The aim of this project is to purchase new gym equipment for the ‘legacy’ gym, to purchase equipment 
for the gymnastics club to utilise, support a Summer programme of activity and also a contribution to the 
Christmas panto. 

 Total Project Cost:  £6,137.60 

 NB Allocation:  £6,137.60            The Board supported the application 

7.8 Councillors Beaty Bainbridge, Alison Batey, Linda Marshall, Craig Martin, Tracie Smith & Danny Wood – 
DCC Culture & Sport –  Defibrillator – Riverside Park 

The aim of this project is to purchase a defibrillator, cabinet and electrical works, so that this can be 
installed within the Riverside Park area. Concern was raised that there was no defibrillator available 
within easy access of the main park area, and this should alleviate any issues raised. Durham County 
Council will be the applicant, but are working in partnership with Friends of Riverside Park, who have 
agreed to undertake the necessary checks on a day-to-day basis. 
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 Total Project Cost:  £2,250.28 

 NB Allocation:  £2,100 

 Match Funding:  £150.28 – DCC contribution                       The Board supported the application 

7.9 Pelton CA – Continuation of Pelton Piglets, Owl and Owletts*

The aim of this project is to support the continuation the provision of this successful venture through to 
December 2020. Previous to this being introduced, provision for the 0.5 years was low. Since it’s 
introduction this has seen many more people from the Pelton area being able to access provision. 

 Total Project Cost:  £5,356.25 

 NB Allocation:  £2,255.25 

Match Funding:  £3,101.00 – Karbon Homes & Co-Operative            *The Board agreed the application
      

7.10 Councillors Alan Bell & Audrey Willis – Bournmoor Cricket Club – Event Support (marquee hire, face 
painter, bouncy castle, support for the fun day) 

The aim of this project is to support a weekend of fun and entertainment for the community. This will 
include a contribution towards the event costs to provide a marquee, face painter, bouncy castle etc. 

 Total Project Cost:  £1,500 

 NB Allocation:  £1,500             The Board supported the application 

7.11 Councillors Heather Liddle & Simon Wilson – Woodshed Workshop CIC – Phase One Sacriston Enterprise 
Workshops  

The project sets out to engage the services of a community development consultant to assist the 
organisation in the development of and new Charitable Incorporated Organisation which will serve to 
bring back into use a series of disused buildings to create a community hub in Sacriston. 

 Total Project Cost:  £5850 

 NB Allocation:  £5850             The Board supported the application 

7.12 Councillors Heather Liddle & Simon Wilson – Edmondsley Parish Council – Defibrillator for Edmondsley 
The aim of this project is to provide a publicly accessible defibrillator in Edmondsley, outside of the Post 
Office has been identified as a suitable location. Funding will be used to purchase and install the 
defibrillator and cabinet.   

 Total Project Cost:  £2714 

 NB Allocation:  £2000 

 Match Funding:  £714 Edmondsley Parish Council         The Board supported the application
  

8. Countywide Partner Updates  

8.1 Business Sector – Joyce Roberts highlighted ‘in Bloom’ judges would be in the town tomorrow as the 
competition was in full swing.  

8.2 Allan Bell asked for an update re the swans – Clare Todd – (Friends of the Riverside Park) highlighted two 
arrests had been made. She highlighted that there were 120 swans a few years ago, but the numbers 
seem to be going down. Cllr Bell asked could the swans have been taken from the park.  
Andrew advised an update would be brought to the next meeting in September.  
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8.3 Voluntary Sector – no update  

8.4 Fire & Rescue – Mick Clarke highlighted that there were only 6 secondary fires reported last month. 
These were due to scrubland/ scrubland/ lose refuge being set on fire.  

Primary fires - 1 shed fire in Burnmoor Primary School and one car fire in Ch-le-St reported.  

562 Safe & Wellbeing visits completed. 183 vulnerable households targeted.  

9. Task Group Update Report 

9.1 Thriving Chester-le-Street - Flood Scheme Public Art – the task group has taken an active role in the 
development of the brief that will inform the design of a significant new piece of public art which will 
stand in the de-culverted area of the market place following the conclusion of the flood mitigation works. 
The brief will go out to artists over the summer with a substantial amount of public consultation on 
proposed designs to follow before an artist is contracted.  

9.2 Events - the task group continues to support events in Chester-le-Street. Having championed the recent 
‘Chesterfest’, they now look to the Summer where they have once again supported the annual BRASS 
Festival with a ‘Band on the Bus’ event taking place in the Market Place on Wednesday 17th July 6-8pm, 
and the annual Activity Week delivered by Durham Constabulary which will take place at Burns Green 
this year on the 12th-16th August. Group members are also considering the programme for Christmas in 
Chester-le-Street 2019.  

9.3 Lego Mini-figure Trail – Utilising some of the group’s targeted grant allocation (approx £250 - £300), 20 
job-role themed Lego mini-figures have been commissioned to stand in the window’s of participating 
town centre businesses for people to find over the summer holidays. Café Neena’s, Computer Centre, 
Season’s and Vibrant Beauty will each take trail maps to hand out to participants, participants will be able 
to return completed entries when they have found all of the figures in shop windows, to the same 
businesses to be in with a chance of winning a prize. The aim is to get people moving around the town 
centre so that they can see all that it has to offer.  

9.4 Business Improvement Programme – the remaining £2,600 has been utilised to create a shop jacket for 
the long-term vacant former HSBC premises, new signage will also be provided for ‘Fancy That’ one of the 
businesses that was formerly in the Market Hall. The shop jacket is expected to be installed over the 
Summer.  

9.5 Self-employment project – The group has given their support in principle to a project which will be 
delivered by the ‘Do Business Network’ and will serve to promote self-employment across the AAP area. 
It is anticipated that a costed proposal will be discussed at the upcoming task group meeting with a view 
to bringing an application to the AAP Board in September. 

9.6  Banners for lamposts – Task group members noted the positive impact of the banners that we’re fixed to 
lamposts in the town in anticipation of the Cricket World Cup. The group will now take a lead developing 
a project to place some banners of their choice of design along key routes around the town centre. 
Stanley AAP are embarking on a similar project so there is the opportunity to learn from their approach.  

9.7 Supporting local businesses - The group will continue to work with the Chester-le-Street & District 
Business Association to support the town’s businesses with the possibility of a second phase of the 
Business Support Project (Graham Soult) to be discussed. They may also take a role in supporting and 
promoting the new market offer.  

9.8 Supporting Chester-le-Street  

Older People’s Social Isolation Fund & Youth Fund – The Supporting task group continues to oversee the 
allocation of these funds. There has been much interest in both of these funds to date with the closing 
date for applications set for Friday 23rd August 2019. Applications will then go to the Funding Sub Group 
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of the Supporting Task Group to assess. These will then go to the Supporting Task Group, where 
applicants will be in attendance to answer questions. The Task Group will then make recommendations to 
the AAP Board. All potential approaches will be discussed and decided upon by the AAP Board at the 
September meeting. 

9.9 Targeted Grant Fund 2019 (£3000) – an allocation of up to £500 has been made to develop a health 
focussed event around ‘Making Every Contact Count’. This has been undertaken by Public Health as an 
internal exercise with staff, but not as an external learning tool with the Community & Voluntary Sector – 
so this will be a ‘pilot’ which could see this approach rolled out across the County. Another example of 
Chester-le-Street leading the way. 

9.10 Mental Health & Wellbeing – Focussed around Chester-le-Street Railway Station – Suicide Prevention – 
working with Northern Railway and other partners to develop a project to try to alleviate issues at the 
Station. An initial meeting regarding setting up a ‘Friends’ group took place on Thursday 11th July 2018 – 
feedback will follow. 

9.11 Dementia Work – Monitoring the progress of the Dementia Friends Co-Ordinator – Rebecca the Co-
Ordinator is ‘ahead of the curve’ in relation to her set up timeline for development of groups locally. This 
project is therefore ahead of schedule and doing well. 

9.12 Monitoring – Taking place regularly in relation to AB funded projects including Durham Savers, Fire 
Service around the heater project and Durham Christian Partnership – Debt Advisor. All projects are 
performing well and are on target. 

9.13 Taking Pride in Chester-le-Street (Environment and Community Safety Task Group)   

Park Road North Roundabout – Potential approach to the AAP Board to install and ‘art work’ on this 
roundabout. Working with DCC Clean & Green and a local sculptor to develop an art work specific to 
Chester-le-Street. Working on background details required for the implementation of this project. 
Potential approach to the AAP Board in September. 

9.14 Plastic Fantastic 2019 – Moving on from Illuminating Waste – a more hands on approach to waste re-use 
and recycling. Working with OASES to develop an approach working with local Secondary Schools in the 
area (including the use of eco-bricks) to develop art structures made out of recycled waste. These can 
then go back into the recycling system. This has potential to link to the Participatory Budgeting Scheme 
for 2020 – where schools can ‘showcase’ their works. Potential approach to the AAP Board in September. 

9.15 Greening the Twizell Burn / Cong Burn – Working with Groundwork and River Wear Trust on community 
engagement in this project. Groundwork currently working with schools and community groups on 
engagement up stream of the ‘flood defence’ site at the Market Place. To develop further, funding is 
required to carry out other works downstream of the ‘flood defence’ works just off Cone Terrace – which 
is in the process of being applied for. 

Some of the above projects will be brought to the September AAP Board meeting for further discussion 
and a potential funding award 

10. Co-Ordinators Update 

10.1 Participatory Budgeting Steering Group – Andrew advised that he would send an email to Board Members 
asking for interested parties to form a sub group. 

10.2 AAP Board Development Sessions – Andrew advised he would check venues and contact Board members.  

10.3 Man V Fat Project – Andrew highlighted the report attached - He advised season 1 has now finished and 
has been hugely successful with a collective weight loss of 488kg. 
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100 players have passed through Season 1, with a drop off figure of 12 being one of the lowest around 
the country. 

The delivery team of Durham County Council, NHS Well Being for Life and County Durham FA have 
confirmed that their 3-way partnership will continue to provide the full wrap around service to all of the 
players involved. This has seen 20 players sign up to the DCC Couch to 5K scheme, swapping their boots 
for running shoes on Monday Sept 3rd. 

Wednesday 17th July, will be the first session of the Summer Tournament, and this will last for five weeks. 
It is planned that this will take place at the same times and venue as Season 1 – Riverside facility, Chester-
le-Street. 

Indications are that the project could spread around the county in the future following this initial pilot 
phase. Without the support of the Chester-le-Street & District AAP this wouldn’t have been possible. 

Proposal for a second season - £5,000 (£2,500 per season for the next 2 seasons) 

The AAP have been approached to support a further 2 seasons of ‘Man v Fat’ at a reduced level of £2,500 
per season. Reduced from £5,000 for the first season in 2019.This would mean a financial allocation of 
£5,000 to continue this project for a further 2 seasons. 

Andrew advised he would e mail Board members the application for approval. 

10.4  Market Activity Week Volunteers – Adrian asked that anyone interested in volunteering i.e. members of 
the public, agencies, Board members to let the office know. 12th – 16th August. 

11. The Chair confirmed the date and time of the next meeting as: 

 Monday 23rd September 2019, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
 Parish Centre, Chester-le-Street 
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