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Welcome 
to the autumn edition of Durham County News

Councillor Simon Henig, 
Leader of the Council

I hope you made the most of the summer by taking part in our largest programme of festivals 
and events to date. The nights may be drawing in now but there’s still lots to do in County 
Durham over the next few months as our year of culture continues.

As well as the ever-popular Durham Book Festival, next month sees the return of the children’s 
TakeOff Festival and the chance to enjoy our clear skies during the North Pennines Stargazing Festival. And, of course, 
the countdown to the 10th anniversary of Lumiere is also now well underway. We’ve got more information on all of these 
events.

This edition also includes features on how we’re promoting investment in the county, work to support families struggling 
in the current economic climate and how giving an old hobby another try has helped one pensioner’s mental health.

There’s also our regular What’s On guide and an update on the latest news from around the county.

I hope you enjoy reading the magazine – remember that you can find more stories and videos online at 
www.durham.gov.uk/dcn

Simon Henig
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great prizes in our competitions...
Enter online at www.durham.gov.uk/dcn. Or write the answer, along with your name, 
address, telephone number and email on a piece of paper. Pop your entries into one 

envelope (don’t forget the stamp) and post to Durham County News, Durham County Council, 
County Hall DH1 5UF, or drop them into reception at any of our customer access points. 
Entries close on Monday 30 September (unless otherwise stated).

Front cover: Hitachi team members were there to see the 
new Azuma train in service (photo: Lee Dobson).

If you live in the Durham County Council area 
and haven’t received a copy of Durham County 
News at your home address, please contact us.

To contact the editorial team, call 03000 268 059 
or email durhamcountynews@durham.gov.uk

Look out for extra content… You can now view extra content 
wherever you see this icon by going to www.durham.gov.uk/dcn

Durham County News is written and designed by Durham County 
Council, printed by Acorn Web Offset Ltd and distributed by 
Smart Distribution Services Ltd and Royal Mail. It costs 16p a copy.

When you have finished with this magazine, please recycle it.

http://www.durham.gov.uk/dcn
www.durham.gov.uk/dcn
mailto:durhamcountynews@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/dcn
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Get set for

The countdown to the launch of the country’s leading children’s 
theatre festival has begun. TakeOff Festival returns to County 
Durham from Monday 21 to Saturday 26 October with a week 
of world-class shows for families.

 

With over 70 performances in multiple venues across County Durham and 
a spectacular Family Day finale, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 
Highlights include:

 

Hide-and-Seek
Pelton Community Centre and Gala Theatre, 
Durham
Age 2-5 years. Two siblings have been put to 
bed for the night, but these children have 
more exciting plans in mind. Performed in 
French and English, Hide-and-Seek (or 
Cache-Cache) brings to life the excitement, 
fear, pleasure, surprise and joy of playing this 
well-loved children’s game.

Sky
The Witham, Barnard Castle and 
Gala Theatre, Durham
Age 2-4 years. Jump onto a soft cloud and feel 
the wind as two dancers make the space 
around you twist and turn. Everything is in 
motion in this lyrical piece of dance theatre 
for the very young.

Fly
Blackhall Community Centre and 
Durham Town Hall
Age 5+. A poetic journey into a circus universe 
with strange characters, big emotions and 
captivating puppet imagery.

Tiger Tale
Gala Theatre, Durham
Age 7+. A troubled family’s world turns 
upside down when a tiger invades. It’s 
chaotic, it’s dangerous but brilliantly fun.

Is this a Dagger? The Story of Macbeth

Gala Theatre, Durham
Age 8+. Andy Cannon, one of Scotland’s finest 
storytellers, takes audiences on a thousand-
year journey from fact to fiction and back 
again, in a one-man, hour-long telling of 
Shakespeare’s classic tale.
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TakeOff Festival Family Day

The festival ends in spectacular style on Saturday 

26 October with street performers, world-class 

shows, arts, crafts and more in Durham City.

Tickets: £7-£10, family tickets £24. For more details and to book tickets visit www.takeofffestival.org.uk

www.takeofffestival.org.uk
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N e w sContact us:

Visit our website 
to use online services 

24 hours a day 
7 days a week

www.durham.gov.uk/
doitonline

If you need to phone us, call

Customer Services

03000 26 0000
8.30am-5pm (Monday-Thursday)
8.30am-4.30pm (Friday)

Out of hours emergency service 
available.

For social care and independent 
living enquiries or adult and 
children’s welfare issues:

Social Care Direct/Children’s 
First Contact Service

03000 26 79 79

@DurhamCouncil

/durhamcouncil

linkedin.com/company/ 
durham-county-council

/DurhamCouncil

/durham_county_council

 

 

  

Please ask us if you would like this document
summarised in another language or format.

Braille Audio Large print

durhamcountynews@durham.gov.uk
03000 268 059

Revitalising Durham’s riverside
The Riverwalk, a new development in Durham City, is now open 
for business.

As well as the six-screen ODEON Luxe cinema, The Riverwalk offers a mixture 
of shops and family-friendly restaurants.

Private investments such as The Riverwalk are vital if County Durham is to 
have a thriving economy, good job opportunities and plenty of places for 
residents and visitors to relax and enjoy themselves.

The Riverwalk created close to 200 jobs during construction and a further 120 
new jobs in the shops, restaurants and cinema.

Nick Berry, from owners Clearbell Capital, said: “Our ambition is to offer visitors 
and the local community the perfect mix of shopping and entertainment. The 
Riverwalk’s stunning promenade offers a new perspective from which to 
appreciate the historic beauty of Durham.”

Work starts 
on new HQ
Work on our new 
headquarters in 
Durham City is 
underway.

This will pave the way for a new multi-million pound business district at 
Aykley Heads – creating up to 6,000 jobs and delivering a £400 million 
economic boost.

Aykley Heads, in Durham, is already home to more than 30 businesses 
employing 1,300 people but in order for the site to realise its full potential, it is 
necessary for us to relocate our main offices.

Around 1,000 staff will move to the new building on the Sands car park, which 
will be a third of the size and more cost effective than the current County Hall. 
A further 850 staff will relocate to our other four key sites around the county – 
Crook, Meadowfield, Spennymoor and Seaham. 250 jobs will be created in the 
construction of the new building.

Find out more at www.durham.gov.uk/newhq

https://twitter.com/DurhamCouncil
https://www.instagram.com/durham_county_council/
https://www.facebook.com/durhamcouncil
https://www.linkedin.com/company/durham-county-council
https://www.linkedin.com/company/durham-county-council
https://www.youtube.com/user/DurhamCouncil
http://www.durham.gov.uk/doitonline
mailto:durhamcountynews@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/newhq
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 Celebrating 50 years of Apollo
Residents in Peterlee celebrated half a century of one of the 
most memorable moments in history in style.

The first moon landing in 1969 coincided with the construction of Peterlee’s 
Apollo Pavilion, which was named in honour of the Apollo space mission.

Exactly five decades after Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin set off ahead of their 
giant leap for mankind, a day of celebrations, including a free-of-charge 
musical extravaganza and programme of moon-themed film screenings 
marked 50 years of the pavilion.

Earlier this year, the Apollo was part of a light installation (pictured) by artists 
Mader Wiermann, commissioned by Artichoke, producers of Durham’s 
Lumiere Festival, and celebrations for its 50th anniversary are set to 
continue with further events planned later in the year.

Discovering the history 
of Bishop Auckland
Delve into the past this month 
and discover the heritage of a 
County Durham town.
A festival celebrating the history of 
Bishop Auckland will include film 
screenings, exhibitions, talks, 
workshops and guided tours at 
venues around the town between 
13 and 28 September.

Highlights include a display of 
memorabilia related to the FA 
Amateur Cup, a history fair, a 
screening of archive footage of the 
town by the North East Film Archive 
and the chance to enjoy a cream 
tea while taking a first class ride on 
the Weardale Railway.

The Bishop Auckland Heritage 
Action Zone, a partnership 
between the council and Historic 
England, has organised the history 
and heritage festival working with 
many local organisations.

www.durham.gov.uk/haz

Durham Tourism Superstar Brian Harvey, 
from Ushaw College with Visit County Durham 
Chairman Ivor Stolliday

Tourism Superstar 
announced
A 90-year-old volunteer 
gardener has been crowned 
Durham Tourism Superstar 
2019 by Visit County Durham, 
following a public vote.

Brian Harvey has spent decades 
helping to bring the gardens and 
grounds of Ushaw: Historic House, 
Chapels and Gardens, in Durham 
City to life for visitors.

“I’m delighted to win this award 
and spread the word about 
Durham’s best kept secret. I think 
that the staff and volunteers who 
have transformed Ushaw into a 
tourist attraction are all superstars,” 
he said.

Michelle Gorman, managing 
director of Visit County Durham, 
said: “We’d like to congratulate 
Brian. His passion is admirable and 
the fact he’s dedicated 80 years of his 
life to showcasing Ushaw is 
remarkable. It’s people like Brian who 
really make Durham shine.”

Brian will now be nominated for 
the national VisitEngland Tourism 
Superstar 2019 shortlist.

N e w s

www.durham.gov.uk/haz
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Sprucing Up Grange Villa

Grange Villa received a thorough 
community clean up when Operation 
Spruce Up and our Community Action 
Team came together over the summer.

In a first for the area, the two departments 
joined forces to make improvements, which 
focussed on East Street and Front Street, 
including weeding, painting, pruning and 
planting, and the installation of several new 
bins.

The operation was a real team effort, with 
tasks carried out by neighbourhood wardens, 
clean and green staff, local residents, the 
police and fire and rescue staff.

Residents also received advice on how to 
improve their properties, how to report 
problems, access council services online, and 
how to stay safe in their homes.

Have your say on housing
Two consultations are being launched as part of our 
work to improve housing conditions in the county.

We want your views on proposals for a selective licensing scheme and 
potential changes to council tax charges for empty properties.

Council tax premium – we’re considering increasing the council tax 
premium for long-term unoccupied and unfurnished properties with 
the aim of encouraging landlords to bring such houses back into use.

Selective licensing – would give us the power to regulate landlords 
and managing agents, with the aim of improving standards and the 
management of privately rented properties.

Find out more and at www.durham.gov.uk/consultation

World first for Ramshaw
Residents in Ramshaw, Bishop 
Auckland, are seeing a reduction 
in their fuel bills thanks to an 
innovative new insulation scheme.

Fifty homes in the village are the first in 
Europe to benefit from the new external 
wall insulation product. The system, 
which we have developed in partnership 
with Durham University Energy Institute, 
replicates original stone and brick 
property facades and heritage integrated 
gutter systems.

Chris Mutumbwa, one of the residents 
who took part in the scheme, said: 
“My wife and I live in a historic stone 
property with very thick walls and high 
ceilings. It’s beautiful but expensive to heat. 
When we heard that the council was 
trialling an external insulation system that 
could exactly replicate our limestone house, 
we were delighted to take part.”

There are 57,000 stone and brick solid 
wall homes in County Durham, the 
majority in areas with high levels of fuel 
poverty. Solid wall insulation typically 
saves 25 per cent on household heating 
bills, reduces carbon emissions and can 
enhance the appearance of whole streets.

An estimated £536 million would be 
saved in household heating bills over 25 
years if all solid wall properties in the 
county were insulated, generating a 
carbon saving of 34 million tons by 2045.

To find out more visit 
www.swiiproject.co.uk 
or call 03000 265 259.

Find out how else we can help to keep 
your home warm on page 19.

Electoral 
register
Households in 
County Durham 
are being asked to 
check if the voter 
information held 
for their home is 
correct.

As part of our annual 
canvass, we’re 
reminding residents 
of the importance of 
completing the 
household enquiry 
form sent to all 
properties in County 
Durham. It is 
important to 
respond even if 
there have been no 
changes.

If you have recently 
moved and your 
details are not 
included on the 
form, you can 
register online at 
www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote

03000 261 212

electoralservices@
durham.gov.uk

mailto:electoralservices@durham.gov.uk
www.swiiproject.co.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/consultation
www.gov.uk/ register-to-vote
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Dementia choir 
on song
A dementia friendly 
choir is helping people 
living with the 
condition find their 
voice.

Working in partnership with 
the Alzheimer’s Society and 
Hospital of God, our 
community arts team has 

set up the East Durham Dementia Friendly Choir with funding from Ways to 
Wellbeing and the East Durham Area Action Partnership.

From just nine people at its first session, the choir has grown rapidly and 
now has 34 members across Seaham and Blackhall.

John Hill and his wife Terry regularly attend the sessions, which are led by 
singer and musician Bethany Elen Coyle. John and Terry were queuing at a 
café when they got talking to one of the choir members, who invited them 
to join in. John has dementia but was once part of a professional singing 
duo who worked on cruise ships. John hadn’t sung in years but now really 
enjoys singing bass with the choir.

The choir has also developed a taste for performing and in July sung a 
medley of moon and space inspired songs in front of a crowd of hundreds at 
a party to mark the 50th birthday of the Apollo Pavilion in Peterlee.

The choir meets on alternate 
Thursdays from 1pm to 3pm at the 
Jubilee Centre, Seaham (the next 
sessions are 5 and 19 September) 
and Blackhall Community Centre 
(the next sessions are 12 and 19 
September).

Sessions cost £2 each and new 
members are always welcome.

For more information, contact 
Colin Robson on 07920 295 261.

 

Applying for a school place for next year
Applications for primary and secondary school 
places open on Thursday 12 September.

Apply online or find out more at 
www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions 
or call 03000 265896 for paper applications.

Applications close at midnight on 31 October 2019 (secondary) 
and 15 January 2020 (primary).

Groups support 
children with autism
A series of new sessions for 
children and young people 
with autism is set to start in 
Newton Aycliffe.

From this month, the North East 
Autism Society will run weekly 
after-school youth clubs for 
youngsters aged from five to ten 
and 11 to 19-years-old at 
Woodham Community Centre.

Part-funded by the Great Aycliffe 
and Middridge Partnership, the 
sessions will provide a range of 
accessible activities in a safe and 
understanding environment for 
children and young people with 
a diagnosis of autism spectrum 
condition.

As well as being great fun, the 
activities aim to improve 
children’s physical, emotional 
and mental health.

For more information contact 
Lindsay Peach at the 
North East Autism Society on 
0191 312 1112 or email
lindsay.peach@ne-as.org.uk

Visit www.countydurham
families.info/localoffer 

 

for information about all our 
services and support for children 
and young people with special 
educational needs or disabilities.

http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/localoffer 
http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/localoffer 
www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
mailto:lindsay.peach@ne-as.org.uk
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Boosting business 
in County Durham

NETPark, Sedgefield.

Playing a key part in this success is Business Durham. 
Every year, our economic development arm helps 
hundreds of companies connect with the right funding, 
advice and networks they need to thrive.

The team works closely with large inward investors such 
as ResQ, at Seaham, and Hitachi, at Newton Aycliffe, who 
bring much needed jobs to the region, but also supports 
smaller organisations including sole traders and new 
ventures.

As one of the region’s largest landlords, Business Durham 
manages a portfolio of property which includes industrial 
space, laboratories and clean room facilities.

Brian Archer, managing director of 
Business Durham, said: “One of our 
remits is to help businesses find the 
right property. This includes 
connecting them with the right 
people to ensure it’s fitted out to their 
needs and then introducing them to 
other influential people on site. This 
is often done by hosting networking 
events such as our successful business breakfasts.”

Nurturing the business leaders of the future is essential if 
County Durham is to grow and maintain its own talent. 
Business Durham works closely with partners to help 

With big names from Hitachi to Waterstons 
moving to the area, our business parks 
expanding and major new developments now 
coming to fruition, business is booming in 
County Durham.

Brian Archer.

High Force Research Ltd. Future Business Magnates 2019 winners.

Rosalind Franklind Way, Phase 3 of NETPark.

entrepreneurs turn bright ideas into reality and support 
students in developing enterprise skills.

“Salvus House, at Aykley Heads, is home to the Durham City 
Incubator, where we’ve been working with New College 
Durham and Durham University to offer mentorship and 
workshops for entrepreneurs at the start of their journey,” 
Brian added.

Business Durham can also help businesses find and apply 
for funding, including assisting with applications to its 
own fund, Finance Durham, as well as the County 
Durham Growth Fund.

For many organisations, information and guidance is the 
biggest need, whether it’s support with recruitment and 
training or identifying suppliers, customers and 
competitors.

“We can help with introductions to other businesses, service 
providers and networks,” Brian added. “We can guide 
businesses through daily challenges, signposting them to a 
variety of tailored solutions.”

For more information, visit www.BusinessDurham.co.uk, 
follow business-durham on LinkedIn 
or call 03000 261 261.

www.BusinessDurham.co.uk
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Azuma trains 
come home
A fleet of County Durham-built 
trains has returned home to 
serve passengers in the North 
East.

LNER’s new Azuma trains carried 
passengers through Durham 
station for the first time last month 
in a fantastic showcase of our 
region’s engineering talent.

Initially introduced between 
Leeds and London in May, the new 
trains use Japanese bullet train 
technology. They were built by 
Hitachi’s UK manufacturing team at 
its state-of-the-art manufacturing 
facility in Newton Aycliffe for use on 
the East Coast Main Line.

Hitachi Rail announced in 2012 
that its new manufacturing plant 
would be built in the North East 
after considering 40 other possible 
sites across the country.

 

County Durham‘s great transport 
links, strong manufacturing supply 
chains and the quality of the local 
workforce, from their outstanding 
skills to their positive attitude, all 
persuaded Hitachi to make it its 
base.

As well as providing 700 permanent 
jobs in its factory, Hitachi’s 
£100 million investment has 
supported thousands of jobs across 
the region and beyond.

 

The 65 state-of-the-art Azuma trains 
are more environmentally friendly 
than LNER’s existing fleet and 
provide around 100 extra seats on 
every train.
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 Hitachi’s bi-mode and electronic 
fleets have created thousands of 
jobs and a supply chain that will 
support a generation to come.

Karen Boswell OBE, managing 
director at Hitachi Rail, said: 
“Hitachi-built Azumas will truly 
transform the passenger experience on 
the East Coast mainline, offering extra 
seats, greater reliability and more 
journeys. As Britain’s new intercity train 
of choice, Hitachi’s bi-mode and electric 
fleets, built in the North East and 
maintained by our own service teams, 
have created thousands of jobs and a 
supply chain that will support a 
generation to come.

 

“Azuma may look like a Japanese-bullet 
train, but underneath it is very British, 
with over 70 per cent of parts sourced 
from the area surrounding our factory.”

The factory has also just secured a 
£400 million contract to build a new 
fleet of intercity trains to run on the 
East Midlands Railway’s main line.

Brian Archer, managing director 
of Business Durham, said: “Hitachi 
brought its facility here because we 
ticked all the boxes: excellent transport 
links, an available workforce backed up 
with established training facilities and 
an established manufacturing area with 
potential for a local supply base.

 

“Earlier this year we were delighted that 
the Hitachi team helped us create and 
promote our Powered by People 
initiative to increase business and 
inward investment into the county. 
The team really embodies all that’s 
great about doing business in Durham - 
they show how Durham is “Powered by 
People” with their enthusiasm, 
engineering talent, hard work and 
passion to make the best products.”

 

9
www.durhampoweredbypeople.co.uk

www.durhampoweredbypeople.co.uk
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Get on the 
career ladder
Looking for career advice or 
help to get into employment? 
We have a range of services 
which could help.

Kyle (centre) with tutor Ross Askew (left) and DurhamWorks advisor Tom Lynn (right).

If you’re aged between 16 and 24, living in County Durham 
and not in education, employment or training, DurhamWorks 
can support you.

Kyle Smith left school with no definite idea of what he wanted 
to do next. Now, after receiving help and advice from 
DurhamWorks advisor Tom Lynn, he’s on track to start a career 
in the British Army.

Kyle was unsure where to find information about his options for 
the future, but Tom helped Kyle identify the career path he 
wanted to follow - joining the army - and accompanied him to a 
series of interviews and inductions.

Kyle is now attending a Military Preparation course at the Army 
Reserve Centre in Seaburn, where he is proving to be a hard-
working student.

Tom said: “This is a huge step in relation to where Kyle was and 
how he felt about his future. The course is proving a superb, 
supportive step on the way to him achieving his aim of being a 
soldier in the Coldstream Guards.”

Kyle, who is incredibly grateful for Tom’s help, said: 
“DurhamWorks has been brilliant as I didn’t know what 
I wanted to do with my life after leaving school. I really 
needed someone to point me in the right direction. 
I am so pleased I signed up for their support.”

Visit www.durhamworks.info for more 
information or call 03000 262 930.

 

 

 

 

Our Community Led Local Development 
Programmes have funding available for 
projects that focus on supporting people into 
employment, business start-up ideas, 
development of business spaces or helping 
businesses to grow.

For more information on what you can apply for 
and eligibility visit www.durham.gov.uk/clld 
or contact:

 

Northern co-ordinator: 07384 247 356 (covering 
parts of Chester-le-Street, Stanley and Dipton)

Southern co-ordinator: 07384 247 365 (covering 
parts of Bishop Auckland, Coundon, Leeholme, 
Shildon, Spennymoor, St Helen Auckland and 
West Auckland)

Our Adult Learning and Skills Service offers a wide range of 
courses that can further your skills and help you get back into 
employment. Courses including maths, English and IT and 
skills-based courses, such as health care and teaching 
assistant training, are offered across the county.

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/adultlearning 
or call 03000 266 115.

 

www.durhamworks.info
www.durham.gov.uk/clld
www.durham.gov.uk/adultlearning
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L-R: Kat De Cruz, Emma West, Bryony Coulthard (seated) 
and Nina Canavan from Employability Durham.

Help to get back into work or start your own business 
is available through Employability Durham.

The service’s new programme, Durham Advance, 
helps unemployed people aged over 50 find 
employment or training. The service is also available 
to people between 25 and 50 years who have a health 
condition.

Advisers work with people to develop a personal plan 
that will help them reach their employment goals. 
They can also offer support with the cost of training 
and equipment and can support employers with 
wage subsidies.

60-year-old Kath contacted Durham Advance for help. 
She said: “I’d been out of work for more than two years 
and didn’t think I stood a chance of finding a job. I made 
an appointment with Employability Durham, and over 
the following weeks my adviser made me realise I had a 
lot to offer an employer and had a lot of experience.

“She gave me the confidence to apply for jobs that I 
would not have applied for on my own, and helped me 
with my CV and job applications. All our hard work paid 
off when I was offered a full-time administration 
position. I can’t thank them enough for all of their help.”

To find out more, visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/employability 
or call 03000 262 009.

Wheels 2 Work
This moped loan service 
has now expanded to 
cover the whole of 
County Durham.

If you are 16 or 
over, live in County 
Durham and are 
struggling with 
transport to work, 
college or an 
apprenticeship, we 
can help.

All you need is a provisional or full driving licence, a 
willingness to undertake motorcycle Compulsory Basic 
Training, and the means to make weekly loan payments of 
£25 or £30. Riders are provided with everything they need 
including protective clothing, tax, insurance, servicing and 
breakdown cover.

Call 0191 303 8442 to find out more or apply online at 
www.w2wcd.org.uk

Get into adult 
social care
The new County 
Durham Care Academy 
offers training for 
people who want to 
work in adult care. 
The free, six-week 
programme covers:

 

* Level 1 Preparing to 
Work in Adult Social 
Care

* Employability and Personal Development including 
interview skills and preparation for work

* Level 2 Food Safety

* Emergency First Aid

* Elements of the Care Certificate

* A free DBS check

* A guaranteed interview with a domiciliary care provider 
on completion of the course.

Other qualifications are also on offer, which are suitable for 
people already employed in the sector as well as those 
wishing to start a career in care.

Find out more at www.durham.gov.uk/careacademy

www.durham.gov.uk/employability
www.w2wcd.org.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/careacademy
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C u l t u r e
Lumiere 2019

The spectacular Lumiere light festival returns to Durham from Thursday 14 to Sunday 17 November for a 
special 10th anniversary edition, illuminating the city with past festival favourites and exciting new works.

Keys of Light by Mr.Beam, Lumina Festival in Cascais. Photograph by OCUBO.

Commissioned by

Could you hit the right note?
Pianists of all ages are being encouraged to apply to 
perform at Lumiere as part of a striking new installation.

Keys of Light is an interactive light installation by Dutch 
artist Mr.Beam. Triggered by sound, the artwork is 
co-created by audience members who will take part in a 
series of live solo performances.

Successful participants will get to play a selection of their 
chosen pieces on a grand piano and see their music 
visualised through dazzling projections. Each note played will produce 
an animation on the facade of Rushford Court on North Road, 
transforming the building and creating a living, moving artwork which 
responds to the tone, speed, volume and length of each song 
performed.

Be it Mozart or Michael Bublé, all piano pieces are welcome. Don’t miss 
your chance to get creative and share your musical skills.

To take part, email participation@artichoke.uk.com for an application 
form or call 020 7650 7611. Applications close on Monday 28 October 
and places are limited.
From summer 2019, Rushford Court is home to Durham University’s John Snow College. 
Rushford Court is owned by Unite Students. Keys of Light is supported by believe housing and 
County Durham Community Foundation.

 

Help make Durham shine
We’re recruiting volunteer Festival 
Makers to help make Durham shine 
during Lumiere. Volunteering is a 
great way for you to meet people, 
gain new skills and have fun.

We want to hear from you if you’re 
over 18, have a friendly personality 
and a passion for the festival.

Find out more at 
www.durham.gov.uk/festivalmaker

The full Lumiere festival programme will be announced on Thursday 17 October 
and tickets will be available from Monday 28 October. Look out for more details 
online and in the local press.

Look out for the special Lumiere feature, celebrating the festival’s 10th anniversary, 
in our winter edition.

Keep up to date with all the latest Lumiere news at 
www.lumiere-festival.com or follow us on social media @artichoketrust  #LumiereDurham

www.durham.gov.uk/festivalmaker
www.lumiere-festival.com
mailto:participation@artichoke.uk.com


Discover the mysteries 
of the night sky
From Wednesday 23 October to Sunday 3 November budding 
astronomers can celebrate the fabulous dark skies of the North Pennines 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and UNESCO Global Geopark. 
The North Pennines Stargazing Festival returns for 2019 and offers a host 
of jaw-dropping stargazing opportunities.

There are 30 amazing events across the AONB, and highlights for County Durham 
include:

Tuesday 29 October, 10am, 10.45am, 
11.30am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm and 2.15pm
Pop-up Planetarium
The Witham, Barnard Castle
50 years ago, the first man walked on the 
Moon. Discover the epic story behind this
historic moment with a screening of 
‘CAPCOM GO! The Apollo Story’ in an 
immersive planetarium dome. Ages 7+.
£5, £3 concessions, £10 family.

Tuesday 29 October, 6pm-7.30pm
Family Stargazing
Raby Castle, Staindrop
Learn about the night sky, including the 
autumn constellations visible from the UK. 
£15 per person.

Wednesday 30 October, 10.30am-
12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
In the Dark Wild Wednesday
Bowlees Visitor Centre, Upper Teesdale
Discover the creatures that come out 
after dark. Craft activities and darkness 
trail for ages four to 13. £3 children, 
(accompanying adults free).

Wednesday 30 October, 
6.30pm-7.30pm and 8pm-9pm
Star-E-bike Adventure
Pow Hill Country Park, Derwent 
Reservoir, near Blanchland
Join Dave Hull, from North Pennines 
E-bike Hire, and Andy Gray, expert local 
astronomer, for a night time electric bike 
ride. Age 14+. £15 per person (inc. e-bike 
hire).

Friday 1 November, 6pm-9pm
Skywatch @ Killhope
Killhope Museum, Upper Weardale
Experienced astronomers from the 
Sunderland Astronomical Society show 
you around the night sky. All ages 
welcome. £4.50, £2.50 concessions.

Sunday 3 November, 
5.30pm-7.30pm and 7.30pm-9pm
Myths & Legends of the Night Sky
Derwent Waterside Park Visitor Centre, 
near Consett
Learn about star constellations, their 
origins and the stories people tell about 
them in different cultures. £15 per person.
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Pre-booking is required 
for all listed events. View the full programme at www.NorthPenninesStarFest.org.uk
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G r e e n  l i v i n g

14

Fingers crossed for In Bloom
We’re hoping for success once again in the annual 
RHS Britain in Bloom competition.

Tanfield and Sedgefield are competing in the village 
and small town categories of the UK finals this year, 
along with Durham City in Champion of Champions. 
Each year, with our support, communities across the 
county also take part in the RHS Northumbria in 
Bloom competition which focusses on community 
engagement, improving the environment and 
horticultural excellence.

Pick up a map from Durham Town Hall or a customer access point and follow 
our floral trail.

Britain in Bloom winners will be announced on 25 October. 
Northumbria in Bloom winners will be announced later this month.

No bags campaign
By now you should have received 
a sticker on your recycling bin 
reminding you not to put any bags, 
including black bin bags and carrier 
bags, in there.

Our staff have placed stickers on every household recycling 
bin across County Durham as a helpful reminder.

Oliver Sherratt, our head of environment, said: “Residents 
may think they are helping us by putting their recycling in 
black bin liners and bags first, but the reality is that if we 
can’t see what’s inside, they can’t see it at the recycling 
plant either, and in some instances, it might be a bag of 
rubbish.

“With large volumes of materials sent for recycling daily, it is not always possible 
to open the bags to see what’s inside, and even when it is, extra staff have to be 
deployed to do it, which costs money. What we need are clean, loose items as 
these are easily sorted.”

Environment Awards 
touring exhibition
This year, the County Durham 
Environment Awards celebrate 
their 30th year and to mark the 
occasion a touring exhibition is 
showcasing highlights from the 
three decades.

The exhibition launched at a 
ceremony at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall and is now at The Witham, in 
Barnard Castle, until 13 September. 
It will then move to Hardwick Park 
Visitor Centre, near Sedgefield and 
then Hardwick Hall Hotel in time for 
a celebration event on 23 October.

Winter opening times
Between Tuesday 1 October and Tuesday 31 March, 
our household waste recycling centres will switch to 
their winter opening hours.

For more information visit www.durham.gov.uk/hwrc 
or call us on 03000 261 000.

Garden waste scheme 
breaks for winter
Collections for the 2019 garden waste 
scheme will end in November and start again 
in 2020. To find your last collection date check your 
calendar or visit www.durham.gov.uk/gardenwaste

 
 

In your recycling bin, do not bag items in 

plastic black bags, liners or carrier bags.  

Please place all items loose into your recycling 

bin. We must be able to see that the contents of 

your bin can be collected for recycling.
Extra recycling can be placed in a clear plastic bag 

next to your recycling bin.Thank you for recyclingrecycle

 

www.durham.gov.uk/hwrc
www.durham.gov.uk/gardenwaste
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Cleaning up our coast
We have all been made more 
aware of the devastating impact of 
waste plastic in our oceans recently with 
marine litter in the news almost every day.

Our Heritage Coast Partnership 
Team is doing its bit to help by 
carrying out beach cleans and 
surveys for the Marine Conservation 
Society along the Durham Coast 
from Seaham to Crimdon.

Red Acre beach in Seaham is a hot 
spot for litter washing up on its 
shore and volunteers, community 
groups, businesses and schools 
collect plastic bottles, cans and 
fishing material there on a regular 

basis. We’d like to say a big 
thank you to everyone for giving 
up their time to help us.

 

So far this year, we’ve organised 
and supported more than 30 
beach cleans, with volunteers 
collecting more than 800 bags of 
washed up rubbish from the 
Durham Coast. We’re now 
working with recycling experts 
Biffa to get as much of the waste 
as possible recycled.

Single Use Plastics Pledge update
You can play your part in making our county a better place to be by signing up to our Single Use Plastics 
Pledge, and reducing the amount of plastic entering our gullies, drains, streams, rivers and seas.

We’ve now had approximately 100 people sign-up since we launched the pledge in March to help people 
to commit to reducing and ultimately removing, single use plastic waste. You can pledge to do as much 
or as little as you can, from using refillable water bottles to buying reusable shopping bags. Join our 
network of pledgers: www.durham.gov.uk/singleuseplastics

Stainton Grove reuse shop
Our new reuse shop at Stainton Grove household waste 
recycling centre in Barnard Castle is already proving 
popular with Teesdale recyclers.

The shop opened in March, alongside a brand new revamped 
recycling facility. Items which still have life left in them, such as 
good quality toys, furniture, electrical items and bric-a-brac, 
can be donated to go to a new home.

Find out more about what you can donate and when at 
www.durham.gov.uk/hwrc

Climate change consultation
In February, we declared a climate 
emergency. We’ve set ourselves a target of 
being carbon neutral by 2050 and we want 
to give everyone living, working and visiting 
County Durham a say in how we do it.

Help us shape our actions around climate change 
and carbon reduction by getting involved.

Look out for a consultation event at a venue near 
you soon: www.durham.gov.uk/consultation

www.durham.gov.uk/singleuseplastics
www.durham.gov.uk/hwrc
www.durham.gov.uk/consultation


16

D u r h a m  B o o k 
F e s t i v a l

Join us on an adventure into the 
wonderful world of books…

Durham Book Festival looks set to be a best seller once again this 
year with a must-see line-up of writers, artists and thinkers 
promising to entertain and inspire people of all tastes and ages.

Joanne Harris.

Mark Haddon.

Carrie Gracie.

Rising stars and esteemed stalwarts 
of the literary world will descend on 
Durham between Saturday 5 and 
Sunday 13 October for the county’s 
annual celebration of the written 
word. Produced by New Writing 
North on behalf of the council, the 
festival boasts a page-turning 
programme of talks, workshops and 
exhibitions. From finding out what 
inspired authors including 
Pat Barker, Joanne Harris, 
Mark Haddon, David Nicholls and 
Alexander McCall Smith, to 
exploring the most topical issues of 
the day with leading journalists such 
as Jeremy Vine and Carrie Gracie – 
there is something for everyone.

Poetry lovers can 
enjoy an evening 
with Roger 
McGough, while 
history buffs can 

discover the often-overlooked 
heritage of the people of Northumbria 
with Dan Jackson. The Poetry and 
Music of Science with Professor Tom McLeish, 
meanwhile, challenges the widely held assumption that 
science is less creative than art.

Roger McGough.

Aspiring 

scribes can take 

advantage of 

workshops on how to 

write poems inspired by 

great works of art and ideas, 

as well as how to submit 

manuscripts and ensure 

they stand out.

And younger readers can look forward to creative workshopsperformance 
, 

opportunitiesliteracy activities
 and 

in schools and community venues across the county.

Damian Le Bas.

New commissions
Durham Book Festival is 
not just about celebrating 
published works; it is also 
about commissioning new 
material. Among the exciting 
projects in the works this 
year is Traveller Road to Holy Island by Damian Le Bas and 
Joanne Clement. Damian is a journalist, poet and the 
award-winning author of Stopping Places: A Journey 
through Gypsy Britain, while Joanne is a Newcastle-based 
poet and Northern Writers’ Award winner, whose work is 
frequently inspired by her own Gypsy Roma Traveller 
heritage. Together they will walk through County 
Durham and Northumberland, exploring more than 
500 years of Romany presence in the region.

 

They will record their findings in an illustrated poetry 
collection which will be distributed to Gypsy Roma 
Traveller sites in County Durham. It will also be available 
to buy at a talk by Damian and Joanne at Palace Green 
Library on Saturday 5 October, from 6pm to 7pm. Tickets 
cost £8 or £7 for concessions.

To mark the 90th anniversary of Virginia Woolf’s seminal 
essay, A Room of One’s Own, Durham Book Festival has 
commissioned novelists Elif Shafak and Kerry Hudson, 
and journalist Suzanne Moore to write about the 
conditions they need to thrive as women writing today.

On Saturday 12 October, 
from 6pm to 7pm, they will 
discuss the project at the 
Gala Theatre in Durham, 
where they will be joined by 
Eley Williams. Eley was 
commissioned by the Royal 
Society for Literature for its 
new anthology A Room of 
My Own.

Elif Shafak.
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The Big Read
Every year Durham Book Festival 
encourages people to read the same 
great book. This year’s Big Read is the award-winning 
Brooklyn by Colm Tóibín. Three thousand copies of the 
novel will be available to pick up in schools, libraries, 
businesses and university buildings across the county. 
We will also be delivering reading and writing workshops 
inspired by Brooklyn, and the author himself will give a 
talk about the novel at the Gala Theatre on Sunday 13 
October at 4pm.

Set between Ireland and New York in the 1950s, Brooklyn 
is a moving and exquisitely told story of emigration, loss, 
duty and love. It was first published ten years ago, 
winning the Costa Novel Award, and in 2015 it was 
adapted into a BAFTA-winning and Oscar nominated film.

Tickets to Colm Tóibín’s talk cost £10 (£9 concession) or 
£13 (£12 concession) including a screening of the film, 
which will take place at 5.15pm.

Little Read
Little bookworms will not be 
left out as the Little Read is also 
returning to Durham Book 
Festival. This year, 500 free copies 
of Perfectly Norman will be 
distributed to primary schools in 
County Durham, along with teaching resources.

Written and illustrated by Tom Percival, Perfectly Norman 
is the story of a little boy who is perfectly normal until he 
grows a pair of wings. Norman loves his wings but is 
worried what everyone else will think and tries to cover 
them up. But hiding the thing that makes you different 
can be tricky. Can Norman ever truly be himself?

To celebrate the Little Read, children’s workshops will 
be held in six community centres, where youngsters will 
write songs that will be performed on stage as part of an 
exciting festival event – Perfectly Norman: A Story Gig. 
Created by the team behind last year’s Little Read 
production, Izzy Gizmo, this special one-off family 
performance features live original music, dancing and a 
chance to meet the author. The show takes place at the 
Gala Theatre on Saturday, 12 October, from 11am to 
12 noon, and tickets cost £7 or 
£6 for concessions.

Colm Tóibín.

Tickets to author talks and a free book
We have a pair of tickets to give away to author 

talks by Colm Tóibín, Damian Le Bas and Jo Clement, and 
Mark Haddon. The three winners will also receive a copy 
of a book by each author. For the chance to win, answer 
this question: How many copies of Brooklyn by Colm 
Tóibín have been distributed across County Durham?
See page 2 for details of how to enter.

To view the full programme or to book tickets, visit www.durhambookfestival.com or call 03000 266 600.

 

www.durhambookfestival.com
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Supporting our 
communities in 
times of need
In County Durham, we’re working with our partners to support people across the county, 
some of whom are on low incomes, who are struggling to pay their rent, mortgage or 
household bills.

Volunteers at Durham Foodbank’s Chester-le-Street Foodstore.

Help with daily living
Our Welfare Assistance Scheme has an annual budget of 
£1million. The majority of this is used to provide short term help 
to those in need to meet daily living expenses or housing costs, 
for example, those leaving care or anyone who has been made 
homeless. Last year, we helped 3,436 residents with payments 
totalling just under £650,000.

Find out more at www.durham.gov.uk/welfareassistance

The Welfare Assistance Scheme also helps fund projects such as 
The Durham Foodbank, the FEED project in East Durham and the 
NE First Credit Union. Last year, hundreds of volunteers helped 
The Durham Foodbank provide 19,336 food baskets across the 
county and the FEED project to distribute 1,742 food parcels.

 
 

 

We have maintained our Welfare Assistance Scheme at a time 
when many other local authorities have cut similar support 
schemes.

Benefit take up
We provide help to residents, particularly the over 75s, to claim 
any benefits they are entitled to. Four additional welfare rights 
officers have been appointed to focus specifically on claims for 
Attendance Allowance, Personal Independence Payments, 
Pension Credits, Carers Allowance, Working Age and In-Work 
Benefits and Early Years support.

In the first three months of this year, we have helped vulnerable 
people in the county access an extra £622,000 in benefits. 
Our Welfare Rights Service also supports people who have 
been sanctioned to get what they are entitled to. In 2018/19 
we generated £4.8 million in financial benefits through 
representation at appeals on residents’ behalf.

 
 
 

For benefit entitlement advice call 03000 268 968 from 
Monday to Friday between 9am and 12 noon or email 
welfare.rights@durham.gov.uk

 
 

www.durham.gov.uk/welfareassistance
welfare.rights@durham.gov.uk
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Local priorities
Each area of the county has different needs, so our 14 
Area Action Partnerships each receive £10,000 from the 
Welfare Assistance Scheme to fund projects to help people 
into employment, provide financial and benefits guidance and 
tackle food poverty.

Last year, more than 8,000 residents received help from 
16 different Area Action Partnership (AAP) projects across the 
county. Several areas ran programmes of fun activities during 
the school holidays and provided healthy meals and snacks, 
supporting families who may otherwise have struggled to feed 
their children when they could not access free school meals.

We’ve secured £150,000 of 
funding to run school holiday 
activities with food, up until 
September 2020, to help combat 
holiday hunger.

The AAPs also support the Wheels to Work moped loan 
scheme, which helps people to travel to work or training. 
Since its launch in 2016, the scheme’s fleet of 42 mopeds has 
been used to help more than 100 people into employment, 
education or training. Find out more about Wheels to Work on 
page 11.

Housing and homelessness
Our Housing Solutions team was contacted 12,000 times 
last year for help with a range of issues, from landlord 
disputes to fleeing domestic abuse. That’s an 11 per cent 
increase from 2017/18.

The team works with people who are at risk of losing their 
home, to prevent this happening, and helps homeless 
people to find a new home.

We recently secured hundreds of thousands of pounds in 
funding to help rough sleepers across the North East.

• £700,000 will be used to recruit rough sleeper coordinators 
and workers to help tackle specific problems, such as 
homelessness after release from prison or because of drug 
and alcohol misuse.

• £628,000 will be used to set 
up assessment centres in 
Durham and Gateshead to 
give homeless people 
immediate access to

somewhere safe to stay whilst suitable housing is found. 
It will also employ staff to help vulnerable people to maintain 
their tenancy.

• £242,498 will be used to establish a lettings agency, which 
will help secure housing for homeless people.

For help or advice about housing, visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/housingsolutions 
or call 03000 268 000.
Outside of office hours you can call our emergency 
homelessness line on 01388 722 538.

Keeping your home warm
Fuel poverty occurs when you cannot afford to heat your 
household to a healthy temperature. In County Durham, 
33,500 households (14 per cent of all homes) are in fuel 
poverty.

 

We work with public health colleagues to contact residents 
with cold related ill health such as Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and asthma who are living in cold 
homes. In County Durham, we helped 912 households to claim 
central heating/boiler grants worth £2.6 million in 2018/19.

The Managing Money Better 
scheme helps households to 
access lower energy tariffs 
and switch energy providers. 
In 2018/19, the initiative 
helped 386 households to save more than £66,000.

For advice about saving money on your energy bills and 
keeping your home warm, contact Warm Homes Durham on 
03000 268 000 or warmhomes@durham.gov.uk

Employment and skills
We support people of all ages and abilities to find work, access training 
opportunities and learn new skills. Find out more on pages 10 and 11.

Children and families
Find out how we can help with the cost 
of bringing up a family on page 20.

 

 
 

mailto:warmhomes@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/housingsolutions


F a m i l y 
f i n a n c e s

20

Supporting 
families to 
cut costs
Whether your kids are babies or teenagers, 
bringing up a family can be expensive, but 
there are ways to help keep the costs down.

2-3 years Some parents can get up to 15 hours 
a week of free childcare and learning 

for their two-year-old through ‘Free Play and Learn’ 
sessions, which can help parents to access training or get 
back into work.

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/playandlearn 
or call 03000 268 913 to find out more.

3 years + Once they turn three, all children are 
eligible for 15 hours free early 

education with a nursery, nursery school or childminder. 
This can increase to up to 30 hours a week if their parents 
are working. Working families can also access tax free 
childcare, which means the government will pay £2 for 
every £8 you pay.

Find out more at www.durham.gov.uk/earlyyears

Many childcare settings in County Durham also offer 
their own ways to make childcare as affordable as 
possible for parents.

Kate Luther, from Little Stars Early Years in Willington, 
said: “We run an inclusive nursery where all families have 
access to the same activities and support, regardless of how 
they pay for the child’s place. We are a registered charity 
too, so we are able to fundraise to help reduce the costs for 
our families.

“It is lovely to see parents building confidence to go back 
into education or training themselves because they feel 
comfortable leaving their little one in a safe environment, 
knowing that they are being cared for and getting 
everything they need.”

5 years + As children move into school, the 
costs can be significant for families. 

We offer training to help schools reduce the costs of the 
school day for parents, with ideas such as:

• Developing a yearly planner of trips to allow families 
to budget and plan ahead

• Introducing pre-loved uniform/swap shop sales

• Reducing the number of charity events/dress-up days

Our family centres also offer easily accessible clothing 
swaps. Some have free food collection points with the 
motto ‘if you need it, take it’. Find your nearest centre at 
www.durham.gov.uk/familycentres

Richard Crane, head of education and skills, said: “There 
are so many great initiatives across our county that help 
parents with the costs of family life, and it is good to see that 
our schools and childcare providers are also doing what 
they can to help. Working together, we can help ensure 
more children have good quality learning opportunities in 
early life, equal access to opportunities once they are at 
school and that parents are helped into work and training.”

www.durham.gov.uk/playandlearn
www.durham.gov.uk/earlyyears
www.durham.gov.uk/familycentres
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Staying well this 
autumn
If you’re looking for a way to improve 
your physical and mental health, our 
Ways to Wellbeing scheme offers adults 
a range of activities designed to help, 
providing opportunities to meet new 
people, be more active 
and learn new skills.

The new autumn programme 
features a whole host of 
events to get involved in, from 
weekly health walks and 
fitness classes to reading and 
creative groups, all led by 
qualified instructors.

Eighty-one-year-old Sid 
Cartwright, from Wingate, 
suffered from a number of 
ailments and had had a hip 
replacement before he found 
Ways to Wellbeing. He said: 
“I had always loved fishing when I 
was younger and when I saw they 
were running a session locally I 
thought I would give it another try.

I don’t have time to feel 
sad or down anymore...

The coach was really welcoming 
and helped me to feel at ease, I 
enjoyed it so much it’s now part of 
my weekly routine.

“‘I don’t have time to feel sad or 
down anymore, I’m just too busy 
reading, exercising and fishing. I 
would say to anyone to give it a go, 
it’s great to have some time out 
from day to day life.”

View the full activity programme 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
waystowellbeing

Time to Change
Did you know that statistically, one in 
four of us will experience a mental 
health problem in any given year?

World Mental Health day, on Thursday 10 
October, is all about raising awareness of 
this important issue.

We’re supporting the Time to Change 
movement, which works to change the 
way we all think and act about mental 
health.

Having good mental health and 
wellbeing makes it easier to deal with the 
different stresses and problems in life. It is 
important to have conversations about 
mental health, so don’t forget to check in 
with anyone you think might be 
struggling.

Do something amazing for your health, bank balance and 
loved ones and pledge to quit smoking for STOPTOBER.

Stoptober, which takes place next month, is a great time to give quitting a go so we’re encouraging families, 
friends and workmates to join in and support each other.

Smokefree Life County Durham can help you choose the best way for you to stop smoking and give 
you the ongoing support you need.

WWW.SMOKEFREELIFECOUNTYDURHAM.CO.UK, call 0800 772 0565 or 0191 369 2016 
or text QUIT to 66777.

 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/waystowellbeing
http://www.durham.gov.uk/waystowellbeing
http://www.smokefreelifecountydurham.co.uk
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What to do if you are unwell
Need to be seen today for a non-emergency?
Think 
GP First
Call your GP 
practice between 
8am - 6pm 
Monday - Friday

Call NHS 111
Call NHS 111 between 
6pm-8am and at the 
weekends if you have an 
urgent same day health 
need where you will be 
signposted to a service 
close to where you live.

Need to be seen today for an emergency?
Minor injury
call NHS 111
Strains, cuts, sprains and burns can 
all be treated at our Urgent Treatment 
Centres at Bishop Auckland Hospital 
or Peterlee Community Hospital, 
University Hospital North Durham 
and Shotley Bridge Hospital.

A&E or 999
Call 999 straightaway for chest 
pains, choking, severe blood loss, 
blacking out, 
unconsciousness, 
suspected stroke 
or serious injury

Alternatively you may be able to help yourself

Help Yourself
For hangovers, grazed knees, 
coughs and sore 
throats visit 
www.nhs.uk also 
download the free 
Child Health app

Pharmacy
For diarrhoea, runny nose, 
painful cough and headaches 
visit your local pharmacy 
for free advice and to 
buy medication

NHS 111 BSL service for Deaf patients
www.interpreternow.co.uk/nhs111 999 texting service 
for Deaf patients - you MUST register first. Text ‘Register’ to 
999 & follow instructions. In emergency text ‘Ambulance’ & 
address. Find out more at www.emergencysms.org.uk

www.nhs.uk
www.interpreternow.co.uk/nhs111
www.emergencysms.org.uk
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Do you know who to call if you 
are worried about a child?
Durham Safeguarding Children Partnership is urging everyone to make 
sure they know what to do if they suspect a child is not being properly 
cared for.

If you have a concern about the welfare of a child or young person who 
lives in County Durham call us and select option 2. Concerns about 
adults can also be discussed by selecting option 1.

 Call 03000 267 979

Have your say 
on NHS services

In September and October, your local NHS Trust 
invites you to find out more about our services 
and care in County Durham.

We also want to hear your views and experiences 
of care within University Hospital of North Durham 
and your local community.

Join us at an open day event to meet our teams 
and take a look behind the scenes.

You’re also welcome at our Annual General Meeting 
and special ‘Medicine for Members’ event where you 
can learn about our plans to become SmokeFree 
and let us know what you think.

To find out more or to register to attend, 
visit http://cddft.eventbrite.co.uk 
or call 01325 743 786

Your first choice for housing in County Durham

No bond

No admin fee

Available now

believe housing 0300 1311 999

Karbon Homes 0808 164 0111

Livin 0800 587 4538

North Star Housing 03000 11 00 11

 

 

www.durhamkeyoptions.co.uk

 

 

www.durhamkeyoptions.co.uk
http://cddft.eventbrite.co.uk
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Have a fang-tastic 
Halloween
Do you dare brave the spooky Halloween activities 
taking place around County Durham this October?

Saturday 26 October to Sunday 3 
November
Ghastly Gargoyles Trail
Hardwick Park, Sedgefield
Collect a trail sheet from the gift shop and 
spot all the park’s gargoyles in return for a 
spooky sticker. £1 per sheet.

Saturday 26 October to Sunday 3 
November
The Dead Good Trail
Wharton Park, Durham
Inspired by the Day of the Dead, collect a 
trail sheet from the café between 10am 
and 4pm and search for the items hidden 
around the park. What can you learn about 
the Mexican traditions relating to this 
special festival? £1 per sheet.

Saturday 26 October, 
10.30am-2.30pm
Monster Saturday
Bishop Auckland Town Centre
Dress up in your scary costumes and enjoy 
some live spooky entertainment. Free.
01388 609 852
www.bishopaucklandtownteam.org

Monday 28 October, 10am-11.30am 
and 1pm-2.30pm
Skeleton School
Wharton Park, Durham
A session packed full of games, challenges 
and creative activities all themed around 
skeletons, bones and the Day of the Dead.
£8.50 per child. Booking essential call 
03000 262 655.

Monday 28 October to Friday 1 
November, 10am-4pm
Freaky Fun
TCR Hub, Barnard Castle
Collect a goody bag full of fun Halloween 
activities. Café open for lunch, snacks and 
devilish treats. £5 per child. 01833 690 150
www.tcrhub.co.uk

Tuesday 29 October, 11am-3pm
Creepy Crafts
Wharton Park, Durham
Drop into the education room to create 
creepy crafts. All materials provided.
£3 per child.

Thursday 31 October, 
10am-11.30am, 10.30am-12 noon, 
1pm-2.30pm, 1.30pm-3pm
Woodland Trick or Treat
Hardwick Park, Sedgefield
Find the woodland witch, solve her riddles 
and complete her challenges in this fun 
quest amongst the trees. Ages 4+. 
£6 per child. Booking essential call 
03000 262 899.

Date to be confirmed
Family Fright Night
Wharton Park, Durham
Our Family Fright Night will return this 
October with a spooky circus show. Visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/whartonparkevents 
for details.

Thursday 31 October, 2pm-4pm
Woodland Spooktackular
Durham Wildlife Trust Rainton Meadows 
Nature Reserve
Try pumpkin carving, make pumpkin soup, 
go apple fishing and enjoy spooky stories.
£5 per child, places are limited. Book on 
0191 584 3112, www.durhamwt.com

Thursday 31 October and Friday 1 
November, 7pm
If You Go Down To The Woods
Hamsterley Forest
Bloodthirsty goblins, wicked water-sprites, 
and more run amok in this interactive 
performance from Jack Drum Arts.
£7, £5 concessions and under 16s.
01388 765 002, www.jackdrum.co.uk

Information on public 
firework events can 
be found at 

 

www.durham.gov.uk/
fireworks

 

www.bishopaucklandtownteam.org
www.tcrhub.co.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/whartonparkevents
www.durhamwt.com
www.jackdrum.co.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/fireworks
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Outdoor fun
Make the most of our parks by getting out and about 
with the kids this autumn.

Saturday 28 September, 
10am-11.30am
Kite making
Hardwick Park, Sedgefield
Make a kite and fly it on Temple Field. 
Ages 4+. £5 per child.

Thursday 3 October to Sunday 3 
November
Welly walk
Hardwick Park, Sedgefield
Collect a trail from the shop and test out 
a crunchy, splashy and squelchy route 
around the park. Don’t forget your 
wellies. Suitable for all ages. £1 per sheet.

Sunday 6 October, 
10am-3pm

Paws for a Cause
Riverside Park, 
Chester le Street

Sponsored dog 
walk and fun dog 

show in aid of 
St Cuthbert’s Hospice. £10 per dog.
0191 386 1170 ext. 5
www.stcuthbertshospice.com

Saturday 2 November, 
10am-11.30am and 1pm-2.30pm
Den building
Hardwick Park, Sedgefield
Enjoy family time in the woods, create a 
den, learn how to light a fire and enjoy 
some hot chocolate while toasting 
marshmallows. Ages 6+. £5 per person, 
booking essential 03000 262 899.
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Love Exploring at 
Hardwick Park
Learn about the park’s 
history whilst getting 
exercise and fresh air, 

with the Love Exploring app. 
Locate hidden sprites around the 
park and access maps, audio guides 
and fun games.
Download the app, click on the 
Hardwick Park icon and start 
exploring.
Show the Love Exploring app on 
your phone to receive a discount on 
orders over £3 in the Tower Café 
(until 31 December 2019).

For rainy days

If the weather isn’t good 

enough for the park, why not 

take the family to Gala Cinema? 

est blockbusters for 
S
just £5 per ticket or £20 fee the lat or a 

family of five. 03000 266 600, 

www.galadurham.co.uk

From spooky storybooks to 
making monsters, mummies 
and more. Contact your local 
library to find out what is 
happening this half term. 
www.durham.gov.uk/libraries

Friday 1 November, 7pm
Hotel of Horrors
Beamish Hall
Beamish Hall transforms itself into a Hotel of 
Horrors housing 1,000 ghouls and goblin 
guests for a party to raise the dead. The 
music plays until the early witching hours. 
£10 per ticket (adults only). 01207 233 733 
https://bit.ly/2YgrKTS

Afternoon tea for two 
at Beamish Hall

To win a delicious afternoon tea for two 
people at Beamish Hall, simply tell us: 
What dates does this year’s Take Off 
Festival take place on?

Must be redeemed by end of May 2020. Advance 
booking is required and is subject to availability. 
Afternoon tea is available weekends only between 
12 noon and 4pm. Experience is non-transferable and 
may not be exchanged for cash or other products/
services. See page 2 for details of how to enter.

Beamish Hall, Beamish, Stanley, 
County Durham, 
DH9 0YB.
Telephone
01207 233 733
www.beamish-hall.co.uk

www.stcuthbertshospice.com
www.beamish-hall.co.uk
https://bit.ly/2YgrKTS
www.galadurham.co.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/libraries
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Stick Man
Gala Theatre, Durham

Friday 20 September at 4.30pm
Saturday 21 September at 11am and 2pm
Sunday 22 September at 11am

Celebrating 10 stick-tacular years.

Touching, funny and utterly original, Freckle Productions’ 
delightful adaptation of Julia Donaldson and Axel 
Scheffler’s Stick Man is back.
What starts off as a morning jog becomes quite the 
misadventure for Stick Man: a dog wants to play fetch 
with him, a swan builds a nest with him, and he even ends 
up on a fire.
How will Stick Man ever get back to the family tree?

£12.50

£10 schools and nursery 
(Friday performance only),
£12 groups of 10+
03000 266 600
www.galadurham.co.uk

Norman Cornish Centenary Year
A new exhibition looking at key moments in the career of County Durham artist Norman Cornish opens 
at the Greenfield Gallery, Newton Aycliffe, on Thursday 10 October.
The show is part of a year of events celebrating Cornish’s centenary year, which also includes an 
exhibition of his sketchbooks at Palace Green Library and a major retrospective at The Bowes Museum, 
both opening on 16 November.
This year has already seen the launch of the Norman Cornish Trail, an exhibition telling the story of the 
Durham Miners’ Gala mural at Spennymoor Town Hall, a show at Bishop Auckland’s Mining Art Gallery 
and a display of portraits at Gala Gallery, as well as engagement projects in schools around the county.
Work is also underway to recreate Cornish’s former home as part of the Re-making Beamish project.
www.normancornish.com

26

www.galadurham.co.uk
www.normancornish.com
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GALA THEATRE, DURHAM

Wednesday 11 September, 2pm 
and 4.30pm
Dear Zoo
Rod Campbell’s best-selling lift the flap 
book has captivated generations of 
young readers. This production will 
delight all those who have read the 
book as it unfolds with puppets, music 
and lots of audience interaction. 
£12.50, £46 family ticket.

Monday 30 September to Saturday 
5 October
7.30pm (Monday to Saturday 
excluding Wednesday), 1pm (Tuesday 
and Thursday), 6pm (Wednesday)
Lord of the Flies 
by William Golding
A dramatic and compelling tale 
exploring the dark side of humanity. 
First published in 1954, Lord of the Flies 
is now recognised as a classic. £10-£16.

English Touring Opera
Friday 18 October, 7.30pm
Mozart’s The Seraglio
A light comedy. For the characters 
Belmonte and Konstanze, Mozart wrote 
his most passionate music; for their 
servants, Pedrillo and Blonde, he wrote 
his wittiest. Sung in English.

Saturday 19 October, 7.30pm
Kurt Weill’s The Silver Lake – 
A Winter’s Tale (Der Silbersee)
A poignant piece about those who are 
left behind – a poor man driven to steal 
a pineapple, a poor relation who is 
passed from house to house and a 
policeman with principles.
£29, £27 concessions, £15 restricted 
view seats per performance, or book 
both shows for £49.

www.galadurham.co.uk
03000 266 600

EMPIRE THEATRE & CINEMA, 
CONSETT

Friday 20 September, 7.30pm
The Best of WHAM!
Featuring the best of George, Andrew, 
Pepsi and Shirlie, with sensational 
vocals, choreography, costumes and an 
awesome live band. £23.50.

Thursday 3 
October, 7.30pm
Dave Spikey: 
Juggling on a 
Motorbike
Sharing his incredible 
journey from working 
class lad to chief biomedical scientist 
to much loved comedy performer and 
writer via Phoenix Nights, Eight out of 
Ten Cats, Bullseye, The Royal Variety Show 
and more. £17.50.

Saturday 26 
October, 6pm
Sing-a-long-a 
The Greatest 
Showman 
Join in as loud as 

you want, with lyrics on the screen and 
a live host who will teach you a unique 
set of dance moves and hand out 
interactive props. £16, £12 under 16s.

Saturday 2 November, 2.30pm and 
7.30pm
Russian National Ballet: 
The Nutcracker
After the sell-out performances of Swan 
Lake last year, Russian National Ballet 
returns to enchant you with the 
delightful production of The Nutcracker. 
£22, £20.50 concessions, £17.50 under 16s.

www.empireconsett.co.uk
03000 262 400

DURHAM COUNTY RECORD OFFICE 
COUNTY HALL, DURHAM

Saturday 14 
September, 
10am-11am, 
11am-12 noon 
and 
12 noon-1pm
Heritage Open Day
Explore 400 years of crime and 
punishment records covering police, 
courts, prisons, criminals and victims.
Free.

Thursday 19 
September, 
12.30pm-1.15pm
Third Thursday 
Talk: 
An introduction 
to archive 
conservation

Learn about archive conservation 
processes and bring your own treasured 
records for conservation advice. 
Free (donations welcome on the day).

Monday 23 September 2019, 
6pm-8pm and Thursday 26 
September, 10am-12 noon
Branching Out: Illegitimacy, 
Divorce and Adoption
Our ancestors lived in a world with very 
different laws around marriage and 
family. This talk looks at the social 
climate of the time, what records 
survive and how we can use them to 
find out more. £10.

Thursday 17 
October, 
10am-12 noon 
and 6pm-8pm
Branching 
Out: 
Emigration 
and 
Immigration
Many of us have ancestors who left 
England for foreign climes or arrived 
here from elsewhere. This talk looks at 
patterns of emigration and immigration, 
what records survive and how we can 
use them to find out more. £10.

Advance booking essential for all events

www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk
03000 267 619

www.galadurham.co.uk
www.empireconsett.co.uk
www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk
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BEAMISH MUSEUM

Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 
September
Hands-on Heritage Skills
Try your hand at traditional crafts and 
learn about their history and purpose.

Sunday 29 September
Classic Car Day
A magnificent collection of incredible 
cars from the 1920s onwards.

Usual admission costs apply.

www.beamish.org.uk
0191 370 4000

THE WITHAM, 
BARNARD CASTLE

Thursday 12 to Saturday 28 
September
Pills, Skills, Thrills - and a 
Tap-Dancing Spaniel!
150 Years of The Witham
An exhibition exploring the building’s 
history as People’s Dispensary, 
Mechanics’ Institute, Victorian Music Hall, 
and all-purpose arts and entertainment 
venue. Free.

Wednesday 25 September, 11am
Little Listeners: Carnival of 
Animals (0-4 years)
What sound does an elephant make? 
Or a tortoise? Or a kangaroo? A relaxed 
concert for babies, young children and 
their families. £6.

www.thewitham.org.uk
01833 631 107

THE BOWES MUSEUM, 
BARNARD CASTLE

Until 23 February 2020
LEGO: Building The Bowes Museum
See the museum’s 15 most loved objects 
including the Silver Swan recreated in 
Lego and have a go at making your own. 
Museum admission applies.

Until Sunday 3 November
Hockney and Hollywood 
Hollywood comes to the museum in 
the form of a major photo montage by 
Britain’s most famous living artist. 
Accompanied by photographs of 
Hockney at work.

Museum admission charges apply.

 

www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk
01833 690 606

Bishop Auckland Town Hall is closed until spring 2020 for a major refurbishment. 
It will see the Market Place venue transformed into a thriving cultural hub with an improved 
layout and modern facilities to benefit the community and attract more visitors.

A three-course lunch for two at Hotel Indigo 
Durham

Afternoon tea, lunch and dinner are served at the prestigious Marco Pierre White 
Steakhouse Bar and Grill in the old Durham Council Senate Chamber, located at 
Hotel Indigo Durham. Special occasion dining is also catered for up to 60 people 
in the Grade II listed Victorian Council Rooms.
For a chance to win a three-course lunch for two, Monday to Saturday simply tell 
us: What dates does this year’s North Pennines Stargazing Festival take place on?
See page 2 for details of how to enter.

Hotel Indigo Durham, Old Shire Hall, Old Elvet, Durham DH1 3HL. 
Telephone 0191 329 3535 www.durham.hotelindigo.com

THE WITHAM,  
BARNARD CASTLE

www.thewitham.org.uk
www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk
www.beamish.org.uk
www.durham.hotelindigo.com
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REGULAR EVENTS

First Friday of every month, 7.30pm
Live country music and line dancing
Blackhall Community Centre, Hesleden 
Road, Blackhall
£3. 0191 586 7396

Every Friday, 10.30am
Sing in the Faith Community Choir
Baptist Church, Cockton Hill Road, 
Bishop Auckland
Friendly, sociable choir. New members 
welcome. 01388 604 151

SEPTEMBER

Friday 13 to Sunday 22 September
Heritage Open Days
Explore places not normally open to the 
public and learn about local history, 
architecture and culture with thousands 
of free events.
www.heritageopendays.org.uk

Saturday 14 September, 10am
Mighty Wurlitzer Heritage Open Day
New Victoria Centre, Howden-le-Wear
Listen to the fabulous wurlitzer organ and 
find out how it works. Free. 01388 763 247 
www.netoa.org.uk

Saturday 14 September, 
10am-12 noon and 1pm-3pm
Wildathon
Low Barns Nature Reserve, Witton-le-Wear
The Durham Wildlife Trust Wildathon 
will take you through the basics of wildlife 
ponds, hedgehog highways and the art of 
feeding your garden birds. There’ll also be 
pond dipping, wild storytelling and a 
nature trail for the children. £2 per session. 
0191 584 3112, www.durhamwt.com

Saturday 14 September
Pittington Autumn Show
Village Hall, High Pittington 
Entries of vegetables, baking, crafts and 
photos from 9am-11am. Show opens at 
1pm with Pittington Brass Band. 
Presentations at 2.30pm. 07925 067 001
www.pittingtonvillagehall.org.uk

Saturday 14 September, 8pm
Mark Watson The Infinite Show
Funny Way To Be Comedy, The Witham, 
Barnard Castle
Cluster-bombed with yoghurt on 
Taskmaster, half-killed on Bear Grylls’ 
Celebrity Island, Watson returns to 
Barnard Castle with what he’s best at: 
being indoors. £19. 01833 631 107
www.funnywaytobe.com

Saturday 14 September, 
1.30pm-4.30pm
Seasonal wild food - edible 
mushrooms, fruits, nuts and roots
Hamsterley Forest
Join an experienced forager on an 
exploration of wild food. 13+ accompanied 
by an adult. £15 per person. 
01388 529 154, www.natureholiday.co.uk

Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 
September, from 10.30am
Fundraising fun days
Houghall College, Durham
Saturday: dog show, craft and food 
competition, horticultural competition
Sunday: pet show, car and classic 
motorcycle competition and more.
In aid of Sunderland PDSA Pet Aid Hospital. 
£1.50, free for under 10s.
supdsa@outlook.com

           Starting Tuesday 17 September
Ukulele group
St Oswald’s Institute, Church Street, 
Durham
Friendly 10 week course for absolute 
beginners. For ages 18+ . £54. 
Call 07939 166 806 to book.

Community Safety Roadshows
Thursday 19 September
Langley Moor Primary School
Thursday 26 September
Castleside Primary School
3pm-5pm. Meet your local superheroes 
and get tips on preventing crime and 
staying safe. Visits from uniform services 
and fire engines. Free. Facebook: Mid 
Durham Area Action Partnership

Friday 20 September, 12 noon
Charity golf day
Woodham Golf and Country Club, 
Newton Aycliffe
In aid of Cancer Research UK, Macmillan 
Cancer Support and others. £35 per player 
inc. evening meal. 07811 353 183 or 
07712 771 464

Saturday 21 September, 
from 10am
Macmillan Big Coffee 
and Cakes Event
Betty B’s Coffee Shop, 
High Shincliffe
In aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support.

Saturday 21 September, 10am-4.30pm
Singing Workshop, Weardale 
Community Choir
Wolsingham Town Hall
Led by Louise Collett from Opera North. 
£10. 07811 221 151
Facebook: weardalecommunitychoir

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
www.netoa.org.uk
www.durhamwt.com
www.pittingtonvillagehall.org.uk
www.funnywaytobe.com
www.natureholiday.co.uk
mailto:supdsa@outlook.com
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Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 
September, 10am-5pm
Shildon Gala 2019
Locomotion, Shildon
Packed with locomotives and fun activities.
Free. 01904 685 780
www.locomotion.org.uk

From Monday 23 September, 
various days and times
Autumn art classes
The Studio, Bearpark Community Centre, 
Institute Terrace, Bearpark
A programme of art workshops for 
beginners and experienced artists, 
including drawing, painting, life-drawing 
and arts for adults with learning disabilities.
Prices vary. John: 07913 485 965 / 
Barrie: 07442 176 704, bearparkart@aol.com
www.bearparkartists.co.uk

Tuesday 24 to Friday 27 September, 
7.15pm
Blitz!
Seaham Town Hall
In Your Face Theatre perform the Lionel 
Bart musical. £8 in advance, £10 on the 
door. 07754 590 047
www.ticketsource.co.uk/iyfts

Thursday 26 September, 7pm
Blind Life in Durham 
charity FUNdraising night
Tudhoe Victory Club, Spennymoor
Live 60s and 70s music plus a raffle. 
£7.50 inc. pie and pea supper.
Tickets from the club, 01388 763 501 or
blindlifeindurham@gmail.com

Saturday 28 September to Saturday 
19 October
Sedgefield Book Ends Literary & 
Arts Festival
Ceddesfeld Hall, Sedgefield
Workshops, talks, poetry, music and more.
Prices vary. 01740 622 185 / 01740 620 091
www.sedgefieldsca.org.uk

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 
September, 10am-6pm
North East Art Weekend
Brancepeth Castle, Brancepeth
Exhibition and sale of art and photography. 
£2, £1 children. 0191 340 2357
www.northeastartweekend.org

OCTOBER

Wednesday 2 
October, 1pm
Jazz at The 
Lubetkin: 
Nishla Smith & 
Tom Harris
The Lubetkin 
Theatre, Peterlee
Australian singer/
songwriter Nishla 
Smith (voice) and 
Tom Harris (piano) present an intimate set 
of celebrated originals, dark jazz standards 
and ballads. £5. 0191 587 2534
www.lubetkinjazz.com

Saturday 5 October, 9.30am-4pm
The Northern Dales Richard III Group 
study day
St Mary’s Parish Church, Barnard Castle
A range of historical talks open to all.
£25, £20 full-time education, available at 
the door.

Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 October, 
10am-5pm
Shildon model railway club 
exhibition 
Locomotion, Shildon
Model railway displays, demonstrations 
and trade stands. Free. 01904 685 780
www.locomotion.org.uk

Tuesday 8 October to Saturday 16 
November, Tuesday-Saturday, 
11am-3pm
Exhibition: Plastics
Art Block, 74 Church Street,
Seaham Harbour
This exhibition acknowledges the problem 
of plastic waste pollution whilst at the 
same time considering our dependence on 
plastic. Free. 0191 649 9431 (open hours 
only). www.edanart.co.uk

Wednesday 9 October, 2pm
Derwent Valley Flower Club
Consett Methodist Church, Coffee Room, 
Station Road, Consett
Workshop with Pam Greenhill. £4.
01207 505 576

Thursday 10, 
17 and 24 
October, 
6.30pm
Print making 
course
Greenfield Arts, 
Greenfield Way, Newton Aycliffe
Print making with Alan and Helen Holcroft. 
£40. 01325 379 048
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk

Saturday 12 October, 7.30pm
Born to Talk
Trimdon Station Community Centre
A night of spoken word, comedy and 
laughter. £3. 01429 882 200. Facebook: 
Trimdon Station Community Centre

Saturday 12 October, 7pm
Tees Valley Jazzmen
Scarth Hall, Staindrop
Live music. £8, tickets from village post 
office or ticketsource.co.uk 
07881 248 478, www.scarthhall.co.uk

Tuesday 15 October, 7.30pm
Ferryhill, Sedgefield and District 
Flower Club
Parish Hall, Sedgefield
Pamela Alexander demonstrates ‘Flowers 
from the Musicals’. £5. 07533 752 870

www.locomotion.org.uk
www.ticketsource.co.uk/iyfts
www.bearparkartists.co.uk
mailto:blindlifeindurham@gmail.com
www.sedgefieldsca.org.uk
www.northeastartweekend.org
www.lubetkinjazz.com
www.locomotion.org.uk
www.edanart.co.uk
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk
www.scarthhall.co.uk
mailto:bearparkart@aol.com
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Wednesday 16 October, 11am
Autumn garden tour
Crook Hall and Gardens, Durham
Join head gardener Ann as she walks you 
through the gardens and talks you through 
her autumn flowers and plants, as well as 
her future plans for the gardens.
£6, £5.50 concessions. 0191 384 8028
www.crookhallgardens.co.uk

Saturday 19 October, 7pm
An Elizabethan Concert
Brancepeth Castle
An evening of music, song and poetry.
£12.50 inc. canapés, drinks and 
exhibition. Tickets from the castle’s Belle & 
Blossom tea room or on 0191 378 0974.

Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 October, 
10am-5pm
Art exhibition
Lanchester Community Centre, 
Newbiggin Lane, Lanchester
Over 200 paintings by Lanchester Art 
Group. Admission 50p, free for children.

Friday 25 October to Sunday 3 
November
Free activities for families
Jubilee Park, Spennymoor
Spennymoor Town Council offers free 
tennis, football and crazy golf. Small 
refundable deposit applies. 01388 815 276
www.spennymoor-tc.gov.uk

Saturday 26 October, 10am-4pm
Table top sale
Brancepeth Village Hall
A wide variety of stalls and refreshments.

Tuesday 29 to Thursday 31 October, 
10am-4pm
Celebrate Science
Palace Green, Durham City
Fun space-themed events, experiments 
and activities. Free. 
www.durham.ac.uk/celebrate.science

NOVEMBER

Friday 1 November, 7pm
Bishop Auckland Choral Society 
concert
St Mary’s Church, Vart Road, 
Bishop Auckland
Vivaldi’s Gloria, and the Te Deum by John 
Rutter. £7, £5 concessions. 
01388 834 359, www.bachoral.org.uk

Friday 1 November, 7pm
Friday Night is Music Night
Elvet Methodist Church, Durham
Durham Bede Rotary charity concert.
£10, £4 students and children, on the door 
or call 0191 388 5821

Thursday 7 November, 7.15pm
Cestrian Flower Club
North Lodge School, Chester-le-Street
Christine Ogle demonstrates 
‘Do you believe in Fairies?’ 
£5. www.cestrianflowerclub.co.uk

Saturday 9 November, 7.30pm
Durham Singers: ‘The Souls of the 
Righteous’
Ushaw College
Concert including music by Purcell, 
Schütz, Bach and more. £16, £10 students 
and under 25s. 07790 148 062
www.durham-singers.org

Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 
November

Remembrance events
   Local services will 
be held throughout 
the county. Please 

check local newspapers 
for more detail.

A Dine and Stay package at 
The Manor House Hotel

Win Sunday lunch for two adults, an overnight stay in a twin, 
double or family room (subject to availability) and continental 
breakfast for two adults on Monday morning.
To be in with a chance to win, simply tell us: Which Durham 
Book Festival headliner wrote the novel ‘One Day’?
See page 2 for details of how to enter.

The Manor House Hotel, Market Street, Ferryhill DL17 8JH. 
Telephone 01740 654 322 www.themanorhousehotel.co.uk

 
 

 

www.crookhallgardens.co.uk
www.spennymoor-tc.gov.uk
www.durham.ac.uk/celebrate.science
www.bachoral.org.uk
www.cestrianflowerclub.co.uk
www.durham-singers.org
www.themanorhousehotel.co.uk


The Gala Theatre’s genie-us family pantomime

Paul Dunn
Widow Twanky

David Hosie
Aladdin Eleanor Chaganis

Princess Jasmine

Kylie Ann Ford 
Tai Chi (Police Chief )

Pip Chamberlin
The Genie

Paul Hartley
Wishee Washee

Neil Armstrong
Abanazar

Written and directed by Gala favourites
Neil Armstrong and Paul Hartley

Musical Director
Mark Thompson

Choreographer
Amanda Woods

Costume Designer
Emily Baxendale

With Gala Theatre Stage School 
and full supporting company

21 November 2019 - 5 January 2020
Tickets: £7 - £18 (Family ticket £54 - £62)
Box Office: 03000 266 600
Book online: www.galadurham.co.uk

www.galadurham.co.uk
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	Boosting business in County Durham

	Investment
	Azuma trains come home

	Careers
	Get on the career ladder
	Wheels 2 Work
	Get into adult social care

	Culture
	Lumiere 2019
	Could you hit the right note?
	Help make Durham shine


	Discover the mysteries of the night sky
	Tuesday 29 October, 10am, 10.45am, 11.30am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm and 2.15pm
	Tuesday 29 October, 6pm-7.30pm
	Wednesday 30 October, 10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
	Wednesday 30 October, 6.30pm-7.30pm and 8pm-9pm
	Friday 1 November, 6pm-9pm
	Sunday 3 November, 5.30pm-7.30pm and 7.30pm-9pm

	Green living
	Fingers crossed for In Bloom
	No bags campaign 
	Environment Awards touring exhibition
	Winter opening times
	Garden waste scheme breaks for winter

	Cleaning up our coast
	Single Use Plastics Pledge update 

	Stainton Grove reuse shop
	Climate change consultation


	Durham Book Festival
	Join us on an adventure into the wonderful world of books…
	New commissions 

	DURHAM BOOK FESTIVAL CITY OF BOOKS
	The Big Read 
	Little Read 


	Welfare support
	Supporting our communities in times of need
	Help with daily living
	Benefit take up
	Local priorities
	Housing and homelessness
	Keeping your home warm
	Employment and skills
	Children and families


	Family finances
	Supporting families to cut costs
	2 -3 years
	Once they turn three, all children are eligible for 15 hours free early education with a nursery, nursery school or childminder. This can increase to up to 30 hours a week if their parents are working. Working families can also access tax free childcare, which means the government will pay £2 for every £8 you pay.
	As children move into school, the costs can be significant for families. We offer training to help schools reduce the costs of the school day for parents, with ideas such as:


	Wellbeing
	Staying well this autumn
	Time to Change

	What to do if you are unwell
	Need to be seen today for a non-emergency?
	Think GP First
	Call NHS 111

	Need to be seen today for an emergency?
	Minor injurycall NHS 111
	A&E or 999

	Alternatively you may be able to help yourself
	Help Yourself
	Pharmacy


	Your first choice for housing in County Durham

	Halloween
	Have a fang-tastic Halloween
	Saturday 26 October to Sunday 3 November
	Saturday 26 October to Sunday 3 November
	Saturday 26 October, 10.30am-2.30pm 
	Monday 28 October, 10am-11.30am and 1pm-2.30pm 
	Monday 28 October to Friday 1 November, 10am-4pm
	Tuesday 29 October, 11am-3pm 
	Thursday 31 October, 10am-11.30am, 10.30am-12 noon, 1pm-2.30pm, 1.30pm-3pm
	Date to be confirmed 
	Thursday 31 October, 2pm-4pm 
	Thursday 31 October and Friday 1 November, 7pm


	Out and about
	Outdoor fun
	Saturday 28 September, 10am-11.30am 
	Thursday 3 October to Sunday 3 November 
	Sunday 6 October, 10am-3pm
	Saturday 2 November, 10am-11.30am and 1pm-2.30pm 
	Love Exploring at Hardwick Park


	What’s on September to November
	Stick Man
	Norman Cornish Centenary Year
	GALA THEATRE, DURHAM
	EMPIRE THEATRE & CINEMA, CONSETT
	DURHAM COUNTY RECORD OFFICE COUNTY HALL, DURHAM
	BEAMISH MUSEUM
	THE WITHAM, BARNARD CASTLE
	THE BOWES MUSEUM, BARNARD CASTLE
	REGULAR EVENTS
	First Friday of every month, 7.30pm
	Every Friday, 10.30am

	SEPTEMBER
	Friday 13 to Sunday 22 September
	Saturday 14 September, 10am
	Saturday 14 September, 10am-12 noon and 1pm-3pm
	Saturday 14 September 
	Saturday 14 September, 8pm
	Saturday 14 September, 1.30pm-4.30pm
	Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 September, from 10.30am
	 Starting Tuesday 17 September 
	Friday 20 September, 12 noon
	Saturday 21 September, from 10am
	Saturday 21 September, 10am-4.30pm
	Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 September, 10am-5pm
	From Monday 23 September, various days and times
	Tuesday 24 to Friday 27 September, 7.15pm
	Thursday 26 September, 7pm
	Saturday 28 September to Saturday 19 October
	Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 September, 10am-6pm

	OCTOBER
	Wednesday 2 October, 1pm
	Saturday 5 October, 9.30am-4pm
	Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 October, 10am-5pm
	Tuesday 8 October to Saturday 16 November, Tuesday-Saturday, 11am-3pm
	Wednesday 9 October, 2pm
	Thursday 10, 17 and 24 October, 6.30pm
	Saturday 12 October, 7.30pm
	Saturday 12 October, 7pm 
	Tuesday 15 October, 7.30pm 
	Wednesday 16 October, 11am 
	Saturday 19 October, 7pm
	Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 October, 10am-5pm
	Friday 25 October to Sunday 3 November
	Saturday 26 October, 10am-4pm
	Tuesday 29 to Thursday 31 October, 10am-4pm

	NOVEMBER
	Friday 1 November, 7pm
	Friday 1 November, 7pm
	Thursday 7 November, 7.15pm
	Saturday 9 November, 7.30pm
	Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 November






