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Chester-le-Street & District Area Action Partnership (AAP) Board Meeting – Minutes 

Monday 29th April 2019 at 6.00pm in the Parish Centre, Church Chare, Chester-le-Street 

Present: Elected Councillors 
   

Councillor Tracie Smith 
Councillor Alison Batey 
Councillor Danny Wood  
Councillor Allan Bainbridge 
Councillor Paul Sexton 

  Elsie Forrester (Parish Council Representative) 
 
  Partner Organisations 
  Joyce Roberts (Business Association Representative) 
  Inspector Dave Coxon (Durham Constabulary Representative) 
  Stephen Bramwell (North Durham Clinical Commissioning Group) 
  Mick Clark (Durham & Darlington Fire and Rescue Service) 
  Katherine Glen (Karbon Homes) 
   
  Public Representatives 
  Derek Briggs 
  Howell Davies 
  Khaled Malki 

Jake Rollings (Chair) 
Joanne Pugh 
Janice Rokni 

 
 Officer Attendance: Andrew Megginson (AAP, Principal AAP Coordinator), Fiona Kelly (Principal 

Community Development / Project Officer) and Allyson Rose (Community Development / Support 
Officer).

 
  

Apologies: Alan Patrickson (Durham County Council).  
               
 Public Attendance: 14 members of the AAP Public Forum attended to observe proceedings. 

1. Housekeeping, Introduction and Apologies 

Jake Rollings, Chair of the AAP welcomed everyone to the meeting. A warm welcome was extended to 
Kath Glenn from Karbon Homes as it was her first meeting. Apologies were noted as above.  

Andrew Megginson then ran through housekeeping and asked for any declarations of interest - None 
were noted. 
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2. Agreement of minutes of the previous meeting, held 25th March 2019 and matters arising 

 Jake Rollings (Chair) went through each page of the minutes for accuracy. The Board agreed the minutes 
were a true and accurate record.  

3.0  North Durham Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) – Shotley Bridge Community Hospital Services – 
Public Engagement – Rachel Rooney 

     
 

3.1 Rachel talked to the presentation and provided a short explanation of CCG’s and the key stages in the 
process of any consultation undertaken.  She stated that the basis of the information that the current 
consultation contains is from current local health data and feedback already received. She then 
proceeded to put into context all the information.

 
 
   

3.2 It was noted that the vision was to maintain the delivery of local services, from modern local community 
facilities, in a building that was fit for purpose.  Unfortunately, the current Shotley Bridge Community 
Hospital building is not fit for purpose due to continuing maintenance issues and would need to be closed 
and a new building constructed, that was fit for  purpose. There is also the added pressure of a shortage 
in appropriate staffing levels especially around  theatre services and endoscopy which is a national issue. 

3.3 The proposals that are being consulted on would involve some of the current service provision being 
undertaken at main hospital sites including, University Hospital North Durham & Bishop Auckland & 
Darlington Memorial – including procedures requiring pre-operations, operations, and anaesthetic then 
recover. This would also include endoscopy procedures. With various options around rehabilitation beds 
as a more integrated approach is required with Health & Social Care.

 
 
 
  

3.4 Other services, including outpatients and community clinics, chemotherapy, diagnostics and urgent care 
(not A & E), would then be provided at a new, purpose-built healthcare site in North West Durham – for 
which the CCG have new funding to provide.

 
  

3.5 Comments from the AAP Board included: 

 Is this a money saving proposal?  No, the main reasoning behind the changes is due to two important 
factors:  

• Shotley Bridge Community Hospital itself is not ‘fit for purpose’, both for patients and for staff who look 
after those patients. 

• Staffing levels – Endoscopy services have already ceased at Shotley Bridge due to staffing levels – and the 
new proposals would mean a better service for all patients. 

There could potentially be pressure on main hospital sites to cope with the increased usage.   

3.6 Rachel noted that what is proposed would actually free up staffing time. Staff currently have to travel to 
different sites to carry out operations/procedures, and if this was all contained within the two sites 
proposed, operations could be carried out quicker, with more intensive care, which would benefit more 
patients. 

4. DCC Public Health / Samaritans – Suicide Prevention / Railway Campaign – Small Talk / Sarah’s Story 

4.1 Lucy Wilkins – Suicide Prevention Co-Ordinator - DCC Public Health – gave an overview of suicides in the 
County, and the comparison of both the County against England averages, and Chester-le-Street against 
the County and England averages. She noted that an early alert system was in place with the 
commissioned service being If U Care Share around postvention support.

 
 
  

4.2 Chester-le-Street Train Station, due to it’s recent history of two proven suicides in the last 12 months and 
one in 2017, is one of the ‘high risk/high alert’ stations not just in the County but in the Country.  Specific 
groups of adults are at a higher risk of suicide, with the split being 75% male and 25% female. Of this, the 
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 age of most males would be around 40 – 45 years old, usually with a socio-economic status of living in a 
deprived area.  Common themes for suicides in adults:  

• End of a relationship 
• Death of a loved one 
• Serious financial problems 
• Family breakdown & child access arrangements 
• Homelessness  

4.3 Suicide prevention is one of the 5 priority themes identified in the County Durham mental health Strategy 
overseen by the County Durham Suicide Prevention Alliance. This strategy will lead on the ambition to 
reduce the national suicide rate by 10% by 2020/21. It was noted that the Government’s Mental Health 
Forward Plan identified £25million in funding allocated to NHS England for dissemination locally to an 
overarching Suicide Prevention Group.

 
 
 
  

4.4 Current work has an emphasis on prevention, early alert review, County Durham Suicide Audit, further 
development of work with our partners and Crisis Care review.  

 Two YouTube videos were then shown, which were hard hitting, and thought provoking, which had been 
made by the Samaritans, around ‘starting a conversation about suicide’ called ‘Time to Talk’ including:  

• Sarah’s Story 
• National Campaign ‘ Time to Talk’ 

4.5 Rosemary Smith, Director, Durham Samaritans, gave a brief overview of their work and the national 
campaign. She noted that usually, those considering suicide at a train station just require simple human 
interaction to break their thought pattern, which in turn can deter them from taking their own life. This 
simple premise is the basis of the Samaritans ‘Time to Talk’ Campaign, which is a national campaign of 
raising awareness around suicide.

 
 
 
   

4.6 Both Rosemary and Keith Mollon (a volunteer for the Samaritans) noted that any human interaction was 
good in these circumstances. They both stated that Durham Samaritans would like to come out into the 
community and talk to local groups. They noted that attending meetings such as with the AAP are a great 
opportunity for networking further.

 
 
  

4.7 Marnie Ramsey from Wellbeing for Life advised that Suicide Prevention awareness courses were available 
and she would circulate a timetable of all training available.  

5(i) Neighbourhood Issues – raised by members of the public: 

None 

5(ii) Summary of schemes being developed by Local Councillors with their Neighbourhood Budget Funding 
Resources                

Summary Description – Councillors Alan Bell and Audrey Willis – Regeneration & Local Services (Clean 
& Green) – Artistic Entrance Sign – Riverside Park Baby Remembrance Garden  

The aim of this project is to install an artistic entrance sign to the Baby Remembrance Garden at Chester-
le-Street Riverside Park. 

SANDS (Stillbirth & Neonatal Death) Charity have agreed to a main sculpture in the Remembrance 
Garden. This artistic entrance sign was requested as an entrance feature to let those visiting know the 
location of the garden, and act as a reminder that it is an area of peace, for remembering those who have 
been lost. 

The land is owned by Durham County Council and the Clean & Green Team will oversee the purchase and 
installation of the sculpture, which has been designed by local artist Graeme Hopper. 
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Total Project Cost: £3,100 
 NB Allocation: £3,100 (split equally of £1,550 by each Cllr) 
 Match Funding: £0               
         The Board supported the application 

Summary Description – Councillors Allan Bainbridge, Beaty Bainbridge, Alison Batey, Alan Bell, Colin 
Carr, Simon Henig, Linda Marshall, Craig Martin, Paul Sexton, Tracie Smith, Audrey Willis and Danny 
Wood – Durham Constabulary – Market Activity Week 2019 

The aim of the project is to support Market Activity Week 2019. This will see a week-long programme of 
activity and entertainment for all of the family taking place from 10am – 3pm, from Monday 12th August – 
Friday 16th August 2019. Around 10,000 are again expected to attend, with this year’s event taking place 
beside the One Point Hub, off Burns Green (not in the Market Place, due to flood works). 

Total Project Cost: £14,700 
 NB Allocation: £3,750  
 Match Funding: £10,950 (£5,000 via the AAP Area Budget, the rest made up of allocations via Tesco 

Bags of Help, County Durham Community Foundation and Chester-le-Street Business Association)  

       The Board supported the application 

6. Project Monitoring 

6i) Update on Man v Fat Project – John Walker – DCC Culture & Sport 

 John introduced the project and thanked the AAP Board for their support. He noted that the football 
league had started with great success – with 88 men registering to take part, and 17 are on the waiting 
list. The attendees are in teams, the names of the teams were chosen by the men taking part. A huge 
amount of weight has already been lost by attendees, and John read out some of the weight loss figures, 
which were astounding.

 
 
 
   

 John noted that due to the success of this project, he was now looking at how this could be sustained, so 
that that more men could take part once this initial project comes to an end. He noted that, currently, the 
joining fee was subsidised, but that those taking part had said they would be willing to pay the full fee, if 
the project was run in the future, which was testament to how they felt about taking part and being part 
of the teams.

 
 
 
  

 Members of the AAP Board were very supportive of the project and requested that John return, once it 
had concluded to update and feedback on the project’s success.      

6ii) Report on current AAP Area Budget activity  

 Andrew noted that this would be circulated in due course. 

7. Countywide Partner Updates –Key issues that need to be communicated at the meeting on any 
initiatives relevant to the AAP area                

6.1 Police – Inspector Dave Coxon updated members of the AAP Board regarding a couple of issues: 

• Burglaries in the area - He had previously reported a high number of burglaries, focussing on particular 
areas in Chester-le-Street. He updated that the culprits had been apprehended, and therefore the spate 
of burglaries had significantly reduced. This means that the officers can refocus on other activity. 

• E-Bikes – He noted that the funding had been received and the bikes purchased. He stated that the 
officers using the e-bikes had seen a dramatic benefit, regarding distance covered, areas they could 
access, and people talked to.  The bikes mean that officers can now cover much wider geographic areas, 
much faster with a high degree of engagement with the public. 
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6.2 Clinical Commissioning Group – Steve Bramwell re-iterated the need to take part in the Public 
Engagement events taking place around the area on the Shotley Bridge Community Hospital Services.  

6.3 Business Sector – Joyce Roberts highlighted the ongoing work of Graham Soult from retail company
‘Canny Insights’ that the AAP has supported to promote local businesses through social media.

 
 

6.4 Karbon Homes – Katherine Glen noted that there was no current update.  

8. Marking 10 year’s of AAPs 

8.1 Andrew noted that the previous Wednesday, an event had taken place to mark the 10 year anniversary of 
the AAP’s – having been created in 2009 as the community engagement mechanism for Durham County 
Council.  The event had been well attended, with many worthwhile people and projects celebrated. 
Andrew stated that across the County, hundreds of projects had been supported with funding via the 
AAPs, which also included match funding. The projects supported had made a huge difference to the lives 
of those who live, work and visit the County. 

8.2 Board members who attended the event enjoyed the evening and welcomed the opportunity of hearing 
about the work of the other AAPs as well as recognising the award-winning project from Chester-le-
Street. Further information on other ‘winning’ projects will be brought back to the Board for discussion. 

9. Co-Ordinators Update 

9.1 Cricket World Cup – Information for businesses – Andrew updated members around the Chesterfest 2019 
proposal and the business promotion opportunities. He noted that preparations were well underway, 
with a website page set up by Visit County Durham so that businesses can register their interest and take 
part – www.thisisdurham.com/cricket . Information is also being prepared for all businesses to inform 
them about the matches and the profile of the visitors we are expecting. 80% of people attending the 
games have never been to the Riverside Ground before.  

9.2 Public Representative Recruitment Update – This had now closed, and Andrew had received three 
applications. Andrew was currently trying to arrange, with the Vice Chair’s, suitable dates for interviews. 
The new Public Representative would be in place for June’s meeting. 

9.3 Change of Board Member – Andrew updated the AAP Board, and noted that from the June AAP Board 
meeting, Cllr Linda Marshall would stand down and Cllr Craig Martin would take her place. When 
originally elected, political balance was required from the cohort of Councillor representatives, and it was 
agreed that this role would be a shared one. 

10. The Chair confirmed the date and time of the next meeting as: 

 Monday 3rd June 2019 – 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
 The Parish Centre, Church Chare, Chester-le-Street 
 
  

 

http://www.thisisdurham.com/cricket
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