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Here comes the summer!
The weather’s getting warmer and the
school holidays are almost here – now
there’s just the question of how to keep
the kids busy for six weeks.
Take a look through our summer guide for
lots of ideas of events and activities for a
fun-filled day out in County Durham.
And what’s more, with this year being our
#durham19 Year of Culture, there’s even
more to keep the whole family entertained.
Remember to check out the Summer Guide
online at www.durham.gov.uk/summer
You can also find details of more fun
family activities at
www.countydurhamfamilies.info

Contact information
www.durham.gov.uk
If you need to phone us call:
Customer Services: 03000 26 0000
8.30am-5pm (Monday-Thursday), 8.30am-4.30pm
(Friday). Out of hours emergency service available.
For social care and independent living enquiries
or adult and children’s welfare issues:
Social Care Direct/Children’s First Contact
Service: 03000 26 79 79
NHS: if you need medical help fast, but it isn’t a
999 emergency: 111
/durhamcouncil
@DurhamCouncil
/user/DurhamCouncil
/durham_county_council
/company/durham-county-council
Queries about this magazine?
Call 03000 268 059 or
email: durhamcountynews@durham.gov.uk
2

How to enter our
competitions
Enter online at www.durham.gov.uk/summer
Or write the answer, along with your name,
address, telephone number and email on a
piece of paper. Pop your entries into one
envelope (don’t forget the stamp) and post
to Durham County News, Durham County
Council, County Hall DH1 5UF, or drop them
into reception at any of our access points.
Entries close on Monday 22 July 2019.
The following symbols are used in this guide:
Disabled access
Baby changing facilities
Tearoom/café

Dogs allowed

Location

Telephone

Web address

Email address

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

Breastfeeding friendly venue
Most of our DCC venues are registered as breastfeeding
friendly venues, which means they have received specific
awareness training on how to support families who breastfeed.
However, you are legally able to breastfeed anywhere.
Information in this guide was correct at the time of going
to press, but we do advise you to check with the venue
before you visit. Durham County Council does not
endorse the third party advertisers in this brochure.

#durham19 summer

#durham19

There’s a host of exciting activities and new
events to enjoy across the county during 2019,
our Year of Culture. Here are just some of the
summer highlights.

BRASS
Friday 12 to Sunday 21 July
Ten days of outstanding performances
throughout County Durham, showcasing the
very best of contemporary brass music from
across the globe. www.brassfestival.co.uk

Miners’ Gala
Saturday 13 July, 8.30am start
Celebrating community, international
solidarity and the region’s heritage. Banner
parades and brass music around the city,
service at Durham Cathedral, speeches, stalls
and fun fair. www.durhamminers.org/gala

Durham City Run Festival
Thursday 25 to Saturday 27 July

Vélo North
Sunday 1 September
Starting and finishing in the heart of historic
Durham City, Vélo North will take 15,000
cyclists on a spectacular ride through our
towns and countryside on closed roads.
www.velonorth.com

Heritage Open Days
Friday 13 to Sunday 22 September
Explore places not normally open to the
public and learn more about local history,
architecture and culture with thousands of
free events.
www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting

Bringing together races for kids and families,
a 5K and 10K and themed runs in the
beautiful historic city, with film screenings,
talks, book signings and more.
www.durhamcityrunfestival.com

See the full programme of events at
www.thisisdurham.com/19
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Binchester Roman Fort
Binchester Roman Fort gives an insight into what
life was like for the Romans in County Durham.
Find out why taking a bath in Roman times was about
more than just getting clean, walk in the footsteps
of Roman soldiers within the remains of the
commanding officer’s house and see if you can
find the ‘Beast of Binchester’ among the ruins.
Explore the exceptionally well-preserved
remains of two bath-houses and an amazing
underfloor heating system.

Roman festival days
Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 July
Experience life as a Roman with the
Roma Antiqua re-enactment group.
Meet Barbaratus the cavalryman, watch
demonstrations of archery, slingstaffs,
and firing of the full-size replica of an
artillery catapult. Visit the tented
encampment and inspect the weapons,
armour and equipment of Roman
soldiers as well as the stalls of civilian
traders and artisans.

Open: 1 April until 31 October
Times: 10am-4.30pm
Admission: £3-£5, under 4s free.
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Bank Holiday Monday 26 August
The Roma Antiqua return to Binchester
to demonstrate fighting skills and
weaponry with live combat displays.
Festival day charges:
Adult £7, concession £6,
child £5, 4 and under free.

Binchester, Bishop Auckland DL14 8DJ.
01388 663 089
www.durham.gov.uk/binchester
search Binchester Roman Fort

Killhope

History and heritage

Famous for its working waterwheel,
the Victorian lead mining museum
also offers stunning landscapes,
scenic walks and lots to keep the
kids entertained.

Free admission for kids
On Monday 22 and 29 July
and 5, 12, 19 August
4-16 yrs
Excludes banks holidays.
Blacksmith’s workshop
Sunday 14 July
10.15am-3.20pm
£60 including lunch and
refreshments
Learn the skills of the blacksmith under the guidance
of an expert and make a fire poker to take home.
Booking essential.

Open: 1 April until 3 November
Times: 10.30am-5pm
Admission: £1-£9

Killhope, Cowshill, Bishop Auckland DL13 1AR.
01388 537 505
www.killhope.org.uk
search Killhope
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DLI Collection
Discover the history of the Durham
Light Infantry (DLI) Regiment.

DLI Collection gallery
Learn more about the DLI at the
exhibition gallery; Courage, Comrades,
Community at Palace Green Library.
Open: Tuesday to Sunday 10am-4.45pm and Mondays 12 noon to 4.45pm
Admission: free

Coming Home
Find out what happened when soldiers
returned home from conflict, and how
their achievements were celebrated and
commemorated in this temporary
exhibition at Spennymoor Leisure Centre.
The challenges faced by soldiers returning
home from military service are also
highlighted, many of which are still faced by
members of our armed forces today.
Open: daily Monday to Friday 7am-10pm, Saturday 7am- 6pm and Sunday 7am-5pm
Admission: free

DLI research, study and education
Why not visit our research and study
centre based in Sevenhills, Spennymoor?
We are open every Tuesday and Thursday
from 10am to 3pm. Items stored in the
collection at Sevenhills include uniforms,
hats, buttons, weapons and ammunition.
Book an appointment to view items in
the collection or speak to staff about
education and outreach workshops.
DlicollectionEnquiries@durham.gov.uk
03000 266 631
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Medal collection
The DLI medal collection can be viewed
at Palace Green Library in the Barker
Reading Room. Contact
pg.library@durham.ac.uk
0191 334 2972
DLI online collection
To find out more about the proud history
of our local regiment and to view the
online collection, visit
www.durham.gov.uk/dlicollection

• A range of useful eReference tools such as
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Who’s Who and
the Oxford English Dictionaries – great for
researching school projects
• Computers with a range of
software and high speed
broadband

Join online today at
www.durham.gov.uk/
libraryonline

The Summer Reading Challenge
is produced by The Reading
Agency.
www.summerreading
challenge.org.uk
Square Library

• Digital versions of your favourite
magazines and over 5,000 eBooks and
eAudiobooks which you can download
to your device 24/7 and read or listen to
anywhere in the world

thanks to Pancras

• Hundreds of thousands of books

Get ready for an out-of-this-world
adventure at your local library.
Super space family, the Rockets, need
your help to track down books that
have been nabbed by aliens. As you
read library books over the summer,
collect special stickers (including some
stinky ones) to complete your mission
folder. Can you find the aliens in time to
save the day?
Head to your local library from Saturday
13 July to sign up and start your Space
Chase! Find you nearest library at
www.durham.gov.uk/libraries

ing Agency with

When you join one of our 39 libraries you
get free access to:

Space Chase –
Summer Reading
Challenge 2019

2019 for The Read

Exercise your mind… read
Libraries across County
Durham run fun school holiday
activities for only £1 per child,
per session. To find out what’s
on visit
www.durham.gov.uk/libraries

Libraries

en
Photo © Dave Warr

Libraries
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Locomotion
See highlights from the national collection of
railway vehicles in Shildon – the world’s first railway
town.
Locomotion offers a great setting for a fun day out,
packed with stunning locomotives from the national
collection.
Ignite your curiosity with free family friendly trails,
activities and workshops, available throughout
the year.

Flying Scotsman
Friday 26 July to Monday 12 August
Your chance to get a close-up view of
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman, the world’s most
famous locomotive.

Guided tours
Weekdays, 11am and 2pm
(subject to volunteer availability)
Join a volunteer for a tour exploring the
fascinating stories behind the objects in the
Collection Building, which is home to more
than 70 railway heritage vehicles including
Green Arrow, Deltic and Queen Alexandra’s
Saloon. Free

Open: Daily, 10am-5pm
Admission: Parking and admission
are free of charge.
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Grab a snack or bag a bargain
The newly refurbished café, complete with
Eurostar seating, offers a range of hot and
cold food and drinks, including a breakfast
range, children’s lunch boxes, sandwiches,
snacks and hot food.
Browse an extensive range of railway gifts,
models, books, posters, clothing and more in
the shop. Alongside highlights such as the
Flying Scotsman range, you’ll find classic train
sets from Hornby and locomotive and
carriage models from Bachmann.

Locomotion, Shildon, County Durham DL4 2RE.
01904 685780
www.locomotion.org.uk
Locomotion SHD
@LocomotionSHD

Gala Theatre and Cinema

Entertainment

Chicago: High School Edition
Presented by Gala Theatre Stage School
Wednesday 31 July to Saturday 3 August
7.30pm (and 2.30pm on Thursday and Saturday)
£16, concession £14. In roaring twenties Chicago,
chorus girl Roxie Hart murders a faithless lover and
convinces her hapless husband, Amos, to take the
rap…until he finds out he’s been duped and turns on
Roxie.
Convicted and sent to death row, Roxie and another
Merry Murderess, Velma Kelly, vie for the spotlight
and the headlines, ultimately joining forces in search
of the American Dream: fame, fortune, and acquittal.
A sharp-edged satire with a dazzling score.

Chicago production workshop
Friday 2 August, 1.30pm-3.30pm
£12 . Age 8+. Tread the boards and work on the set
of the Gala Theatre Stage School summer show.

Act Up – summer school
Monday 5 to Friday 9 August
10am-4pm daily, 1pm-8pm on Friday
£120 (discounted to £100 per child for siblings).
Young people aged 7-15 are invited to put a show
together, developing characters and ideas, and then
perform it. No previous experience required.

a
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Gala Theatre and Cinema, Millennium Place, Durham
DH1 1WA.
Box Office 03000 266 600
www.galadurham.co.uk

two tickets
for Chicago
To be in with a chance of
winning, simply tell us:
What is the name of Velma and
Roxie’s lawyer in Chicago?
Find details of how to enter
on page 2.

search galadurham
@galadurham
gala_durham
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Bishop Auckland Town Hall
Enjoy summer films, family fun, workshops, exhibitions and much more.

Mini Matinee
Perfect for keeping the kids entertained.
2pm, £3

Thursday 25 July

Hotel Transylvania 3:
A Monster Vacation
(Cert: U 97mins)

Thursday 1 August

Nutcracker and the Four Realms
(Cert: PG 99mins)

Thursday 8 August

Smallfoot (Cert: U 94 mins)

Thursday 15 August

The Kid Who Would Be King (Cert: PG 120mins)

Thursday 22 August

Ralph Breaks the Internet (Cert: PG 112mins)

Thursday 29 August
Lego Movie 2: The
Second Part
(Cert: U 107mins)

Middle For Diddle
Workshops
Wednesday 31 July
Wednesday 7 August
Wednesday 14 August
Wednesday 21 August
£1 per child
(accompanying adults
free). Running alongside
our summer family exhibition The Secret
Garden, there will be fun-filled workshops
and activities on the four middle Wednesdays
of the school holidays. Workshop places are
limited so booking is essential.

The Secret Garden
Monday 8 July to Saturday 31 August
Experience a virtual garden in this interactive
installation. As children play, their
movements trigger changes
in the sounds and beautiful
visuals of this exhibition.
Summer activities for The
Secret Garden and Middle for
Diddle Workshops are a joint
venture between Durham
County Council and Bishop
Auckland Town Council.

Bishop Auckland Town Hall, Market Place,
Bishop Auckland DL14 7NP.
03000 269 524
www.bishopaucklandtownhall.org.uk
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search bishoptownhall
@bishoptownhall

Empire Theatre and Cinema

Entertainment

There’s always plenty to keep
the whole family entertained at
the Empire Theatre and Cinema,
whatever the weather.

Lipstick On Your Collar
Saturday 13 July, 7.30pm
Step back in time to the golden era of
music where the jukebox roared and
feet didn’t touch the floor. Get your
dancing shoes at the ready, grab
yourself a milkshake and relax
with an evening of back to back hits
from the 1950s and 60s.
£21, concession £20

Andre Rieu’s 2019 Maastricht
Concert
Saturday 27 July, 7pm
Andre asks Shall We Dance? as he
invites you to join him in the comfort
of The Empire cinema, as he performs
live from the stunning medieval
Maastricht town square with his
60-piece Johann Strauss Orchestra.
£16

The Empire Cinema
Offering the very latest blockbusters
and event cinema from around the world.
Visit www.empireconsett.co.uk for listings.

Wannabe: The Spice Girls
Show
Saturday 7 September, 7.30pm
A musical stage show celebrating the
career of the world’s biggest girl
band. Featuring the greatest Spice
Girls hits.
£23

Open:
Monday to Saturday, 10am-3pm
Tuesday to Saturday, 6.30pm-9pm

The Empire Theatre, Front Street, Consett DH8 5AB.
03000 262 400
www.empireconsett.co.uk
search empiretheatreconsett
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Wharton Park
Explore the Durham City park’s play areas and miniature car track. Grab lunch in
the café or find out about the park’s history at the heritage centre.

Summer brass series
Sundays throughout July
and August (exc. 21 July,
11 and 25 August),
1pm-3pm
Free. The Brass Band Summer
Series returns for 2019. Some of
County Durham’s finest brass bands
entertain visitors in the amphitheatre.
For full details visit
www.durham.gov.uk/
whartonparkevents

Durham BRASS Festival
Saturday 20 July, 6pm-9pm and
Sunday 21 July, 6pm-8pm
Free. The spectacular family friendly finale of
Durham Brass Festival. Join the Big Brass
Party on Saturday 20 July or see Wharton Park
meets the West End on Sunday 21 July.

Rain or Shine – Drop in art and craft
Every Tuesday from 23 July to 27 August,
11am-3pm
£3 per child. Suitable for children
of all ages. Create and make, get
messy and have fun in the park
grounds or in the education room
depending on the weather. Children
must be accompanied by an adult.

Drop in coached
sports sessions
Every Thursday from
25 July to 29 August,
1pm-3pm
Free.
For 4-11 year olds
who love sport.
Join a professional
coach from LK
Health & Wellbeing
for a weekly coached
sports session.
Children must be accompanied by an adult
during the session.

Secret Summer Workshop
Wednesday 31 July, 10am-11.30am or
1pm-2.30pm
£8.50 per child. Pre-bookable.
Children must be
accompanied by an adult.
Unlock magical secrets on
a journey of discovery to
explore, puzzle and
reveal mysteries within
the park grounds and
secret garden.

Hours: Monday to Sunday, vehicle access 10am-7pm, pedestrian access 24 hours.
Miniature cars and putting green open daily, 1pm-4.30pm from Saturday 20 July to Sunday
1 September. Café open 10am-4pm (5pm in school holidays). Toilets open 10am-7pm.
Admission: Entry free, parking charges apply.
Wharton Park, Durham City DH2 4RR.
www.durham.gov.uk/whartonpark
12

03000 262 655

Parks

County Durham Big Latch On
Saturday 3 August, 9.30am-12 noon
Events to coincide with World Breastfeeding
Week (1-7 August) including activities for
small children.

Secret Garden – outdoor theatre
Saturday 10 August, 6.30pm-8.30pm
(doors 6pm)
£16 adult, £11 child, £46 family.
Join young Mary Lennox on a journey of
discovery as she is sent to her uncle’s house
in the countryside, where mysteries and
secrets lurk round every corner...
This enchanting story, loved by children and
adults alike, is presented in the beautiful
outdoor amphitheatre by Chapterhouse
Theatre Company.
Call 03000 266 600
or book online
www.durham.gov.uk/
whartonparkevents

Wharton Park summer camp
Monday 12 to Friday 16 August,
10am-3pm
£12.50 per child per day. For 6-11 year olds.
Explore the park and make new friends on a
week-long camp packed with challenges,
creative activities and sports. For more
information or to book call 03000 262 655.

Teddy bears’ picnic
Wednesday 21 August, 11am-2pm
£6 per child. Pre-bookable only. Children
must be accompanied by an adult. Pack up a
picnic and bring your favourite bear for art
and crafts, a teddy bear trail and
a teddy bear sports day.

Miniature car
track and putting
green
Open daily 1pm-4pm
between Saturday
20 July to Sunday 1
September (subject
to weather conditions
and demand).
£1 coin is required to
operate the cars.
Putting green is free.
Cars suitable for
children aged 3 (with
adult) – 11 years of
age.
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Hardwick Park
This historic parkland offers everything from beautiful scenery to family events.
Take a break in the tower café or learn about the park’s history in the visitor centre.

Mud Pie Monday
Monday 29 July, 11am-3pm
£3 per child. Children are
encouraged to make a mess,
get muddy and make mud pies
in our woodland kitchen. Old
clothes are a must for this fun
and messy activity. Please pay
in the gift shop on the day.
No need to book.

Hardwick Park summer camp
Monday 5 to Friday 9 August,
10am-3pm
£12.50 per child. For 6 -11 year olds.
Spend your days building dens,
hunting for mini-beasts, creating
works of woodland art and
overcoming challenges whilst
making new friendships.
For further information, contact
our parks and countryside education
officer on 03000 262 845 or
outdoorlearning@durham.gov.uk

Hours: Monday to Sunday, 7.30am-8pm.
Café, gift shop and exhibition space open
10am-4pm. Toilets open 7.30am-8pm.
Admission: Entry free, parking charges apply.
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Ranger fun
Every Sunday of school
summer holidays, 1pm-3pm
Free. Join our rangers for a fun
environmental activity each week,
such as pond dipping, mini den
building and bug hunts.
No booking required.

National Play Day
Wednesday 7 August,
11am-3pm
Get outdoors and enjoy
free fun and games on the
lawn outside the visitors
centre to celebrate
National Play Day.

Hardwick Park, near Sedgefield
TS21 2DN.
03000 262 899
www.durham.gov.uk/hardwickpark
hardwickpark@durham.gov.uk

Riverside Park

Parks

A great day for all the family, with a
play area, splash pad and relaxing
walks around the gardens and along
the River Wear at Chester-le-Street.

A splashing time
From Tuesday 2 July until Sunday 8
September, 10am-6pm – every day
(excluding 1 and 3 July)
The park’s free splash pad offers fun for kids
from toddlers to early teens.

Fake Festival
Saturday 3 August, 11.45am-11pm
£17.50-£82.50, book via
www.fakefestivals.co.uk
Are you ready to rock? This music event
includes tributes to The Killers, Queen,
The Stone Roses, The Jam, Green Day and
The Rolling Stones.

Funfair
Friday 9 to Sunday 18 August, 1pm-8pm
All the fun of the fair with a variety of rides
and attractions.

Pretty Muddy
Saturday 14 September, from 10am
A fun 5k muddy obstacle course for everyone,
in aid of Cancer Research.
https://raceforlife.cancerresearchuk.org

Parkrun
Adult run – every Saturday
Junior run – every Sunday
9am both days
Experienced and novice runners are invited to
join in. Meet at the kiosk. For more information
visit www.parkrun.org.uk/riverside

Hours: Open 24 hours. Park centre (until
30 September) open 10am-4pm weekdays,
10am-7pm weekends. Toilets open 8am6.30pm weekdays, 8am-7pm weekends.
Admission: Entry free, parking charges apply.

Riverside Park, near Durham County
Cricket Club DH3 3SJ.
03000 266 447
www.durham.gov.uk/riversidepark
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Blackhill and Consett Park
Located in the Blackhill conservation area, the park offers picturesque views
and open spaces as well as a bowling green, bandstand, outdoor theatre and
children’s play area.

Wild About the Park
family holiday
programme
Every Monday from
22 July to 19 August
Session times:
10am-12 noon or
1pm-3pm

Ways to Wellbeing
Weekly Ways to Wellbeing
sessions continue
throughout the summer,
apart from the week
following the August Bank
Holiday.

Let’s Sing singing
group
Tuesdays from
1.30pm-3pm

Places are free, advance booking
required. Try a range of outdoor
and indoor activities which mix
learning and fun. Sessions
designed for families with younger
children.

Other family activities
As part of our Land of Oak and Iron
partnership, we also host family
activities with organisations such as
Groundwork North East and Cumbria
and Durham Wildlife Trust. Find out
more about these and other
events and activities at
www.durham.gov.uk/BandCParkEvents
For further details about this summer’s
programme and to book places,
please call 03000 262 480

Open art and craft
studio sessions
Wednesdays from
2pm-4pm
All activities are led
by experienced and
qualified tutors and
new participants are
always welcome.
Ways To Wellbeing aims to support
improved wellbeing for adults aged 16 and
over through a wide range of group activities.
For more information on the countywide
programme visit
www.durham.gov.uk/waystowellbeing

Hours: Open 24 hours.
Facilities: Parking, toilets, education room,
bowling greens, bandstand, outdoor theatre and
play area.
Admission: Entry free, car parking is free in the
large car park adjacent to the park.

Blackhill and Consett Park,
Laburnum Avenue, DH8 5TA.
03000 262 480
www.durham.gov.uk/BandCPark

To find out more about all parks around County Durham visit
www.durham.gov.uk/parks
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SATURDAY 17TH AUGUST

MANIC STREET
PREACHERS
S T IF FLITTLE
A NBEAS

Sister Sledge

HARDWICK
LIVE
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY18TH AUGUST

james

H [ CERTAID RAT IO - J AMES WALSH - THE LAKE POETS - CATTLE & CARE
CATHERIDE MCGRATH - THE LADCASHIRE HOTPOTS - THE JOY FORMIDABLE
HYDE PARK BRASS - SPORTS T EAM - BLOXX - ZUZU - ROTHWELL - FEUA
T IM BURGESS - Only THE POETS - BALTIC - MANO MCLAUGHLIN
RIUET CIT Y - SAINT AGNES - REFLEKTER - JUST SO - THE UOLUNTEARS

LISA
STANSFIELD

ZIG G Y M ARLEY
BILLY BAAGG

LOCAL D J LINE UP

DENNEY, ELLIOT ADAMSON. MARC JENKYNS

SATURDAY in T H E COURTYARD

SUNDAY IN T H E COURTY A RD

TONY HUTCHINSON - PETER WHARRIER - MICHAEL JOHNSON
STEUE BUTLER - SCO TT BRADFORD - KEITH MARTIN - SIMON GIBB

HORSE MEAT DiSCO
JOEY MEGRO
THE SHAPESHIFTERS M ELUO BAPTISTE

FESTIUAL INCLUDES CHM PING & GLAM PING, COM EDIADS,
CELEBRIT Y CHEFS, CHILDRENS AREA,
FUN FAIR, YOGA, MARKET STALLS, BARS & FESTIUAL FOOD.

JEREMY HEALY
PAU L TAYLOR
ALLISTER WHITEHEAD

BRANDON BLOCK
JO N DASILUA
CHRIS BUNGONI

BOOK TICKETS AT W W W .HARDW ICEKLIUE.CO.UK

HARDWICK LIVE, HARDWICK HALL HOTEL, SEDGEFIELD, CO. DURHAM, T521 2EH

D u rham Cathedral's central tower is now open.
Conquer the 325 steps and enjoy great views over Durham City!
C e n t ra l t o w e r o p e n M o n da ys to S a tu rd a y s 1 0 a m - 4 p m
T i c k e ts: adults L 5, c h ild re n 8 years a n d o ld e r L 2 . 50
w w w .durham
cath e d r a l . c o . u k / v i s i t - u s

Coast
Durham’s Heritage Coast is one of the finest coastlines in England.
Check out

www.durhamheritagecoast.org for great ideas for days out and walks.

Durham coast path
Did you know you can now walk from
Northumberland to Yorkshire on the
England Coast Path, taking in our heritage
coastline here in Durham as you go?
Visit www.durhamheritagecoast.org
to find out about the route.
Beach care
We carry out beach cleans
and surveys for the Marine
Conservation Society all
along the Durham Coast
from Seaham to Crimdon.
Join us at Red Acre Beach
(next to Seaham Marina)
on Wednesday 7 August between
11am and 2pm to help clean the beach
and find out about marine litter and
how it impacts on the environment.
Search Durham Heritage Coast
on Facebook or call 03000 268 131
to find out more.

Look out for our rare birds!
Take care if you’re visiting Crimdon this
summer. One of Britain’s rarest and
smallest birds, the little tern makes
Crimdon its summer home and there are
only approximately 1,600 pairs left in
Britain.
Help us to protect the little
terns by:
* only walking on wet or hard
sand
* not going near the fenced off
area – even for photos
* keeping dogs on a tight lead
* leaving nothing but footprints
on the sand and knowing your
tide times

If in doubt, please see the on-site
wardens.

Seaham activity centre
The award winning activity centre
at Seaham Harbour Marina offers
kayaking, canoeing, climbing and
paddle boarding sessions with
professional coaching.
www.seahammarina.com
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Cycling

Out and about

Whether you’re new to cycling or
a seasoned pro – get on your bike
and enjoy some of the very best of
our stunning county.
County Durham is home to countless
railway paths, bridleways and byways
which offer excellent cycling routes.
Cycling is cheap, fun and easy to do. If you’re
new to cycling, a bit rusty, or you want to
improve your health, our Cycle Durham
programme hosts free weekly led cycle rides.
Rides are suitable for competent adult cyclists.
If you don’t have a bike, don’t worry, Cycle
Durham can lend you one along with a helmet
– free of charge.
If you haven’t cycled much before or you’re out
of the habit, free Back on your Bike courses are
available to give you confidence and help you
cycle safely.
Find out more about cycling in County Durham,
visit www.durham.gov.uk/cycling

Gateway Wheelers organises
sessions for those riding specialised
bicycles in Chester-le-Street.
What’s more, they have a selection
of bikes so you won’t have to worry
about bringing your own.
www.gatewaywheelers.org.uk
Check out page 2 for details of September’s
exciting Vélo North cycling event.

Find cycle routes at
www.thisisdurham.com and
www.sustrans.org.uk
or contact pedalpower@durham.gov.uk
for a selections of free maps including
Bike Bowes and The Locomotion Way.

If off road is more your thing…
Hamsterley Forest is a must for mountain
biking enthusiasts, with a selection of trails
to suit all skill levels.
www.forestry.gov.uk/hamsterleyforest
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Walking and running
If you want to take the first steps
to improve your health and
fitness, walking and running
are cheap, fun and easy to do.
To find out more visit
www.durham.gov.uk/
walkingandrunning

Health walks

Parkrun

Walk Durham is the local accredited Walking
for Health scheme, offering a programme of
short, guided walks in communities across
County Durham. The walks are designed to
help people take their first steps to improve
their wellbeing or maintain a healthy lifestyle.
All walks are free and guided by trained walk
leaders. Walks range from 30 minutes to a
maximum of 90 minutes. The full timetable of
walks is available at:
www.durham.gov.uk/walkdurham

Free parkruns take place every week at
parkland across the country. They’re open
to everyone and are a safe and easy way
to challenge yourself. There are several
5km parkruns in County Durham taking
place at:
• Blackhill and Consett Park
• Cotsford Fields, Horden
• Hackworth Park, Shildon
• Hardwick Park, Sedgefield
• Maiden Castle, Durham
• Riverside Park, Chester-le-Street

Guided walks
Our guided walks range from short, easy walks
to long, hard hikes. Try our creative walks for a
chance to develop your photography or art
skills, using the countryside as inspiration.
Download a programme at:
www.durham.gov.uk/countryside
There is a small charge for some walks.

Junior parkruns for children aged four to
14 years also take place in Chester-leStreet, Durham City and Sedgefield.
Sign up or find out more at:
www.parkrun.org.uk

New to running
Couch to 5K is a free and easy way to get
fitter, happier and healthier in just 10
weeks. Starting with a mix of running and
walking to gradually build up your fitness
and stamina, it’s perfect for those who
have never run before as well as anyone
wanting to get back into exercise. The next
C25K courses start in September 2019.
www.durham.gov.uk/running
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Countryside

Out and about

County Durham has some of the most
beautiful landscapes in Britain. It is
home to a huge variety of plants and
animals and the area has a fascinating
historical and geological heritage.
As well as our fabulous countryside parks,
the area also boasts a number of nature
reserves, with habitats varying from
woodland to grassland, heathland to
coastal meadows.
There are also dozens of picnic areas,
offering the opportunity to relax and take
in some fresh air, and miles of pathways
that are equally suitable for walkers,
cyclists, horse riders and wheelchair users.
Find a full list of parks, picnic areas and
nature reserves at
www.durham.gov.uk/parks or
www.durham.gov.uk/countryside

Weardale
Weardale has a distinctive landscape of
high moorland with dramatic views and
snaking stone walls.
www.discoverweardale.com
www.explorenorthpennines.org.uk/
weardale
Teesdale
Follow in the footsteps of Turner, Dickens
and Sir Walter Scott and admire Teesdale’s
majestic waterfalls and pretty market
towns.
www.exploreteesdale.uk
www.explorenorthpennines.org.uk/
teesdale
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Accessible activities
Local Offer
The Local Offer provides information and activities for families of
children and young people with Special Educational Needs or
Disabilities (SEND), from birth to the age of 25.
Get information on childcare, education, careers advice and
assistance, living independently and much more.
You can also read about our SEND Promise to Children and Young People in our
county and find out how you can get involved with our service as part of our SEND
Participation Strategy.
www.countydurhamfamilies.info/localoffer
IncludFEST 2019
A fully inclusive and accessible arts festival for children, young people and families,
IncludFEST, takes place at Hardwick Park, Sedgefield on Saturday 27 July from 1pm to
5pm.
A sign language interpreter will interpret on stage performances and you can expect
live music, outdoor street theatre, fun workshops, storytelling and arts and crafts.
www.includfest.co.uk
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Six-week
giveaway

Holidays pull-out
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We’ve got a fantastic prize for
each week of the school holidays,
along with some exciting ideas
for keeping the kids occupied over
the summer break in our holiday
pull-out. You can also find out more
about these and lots of other
attractions and activities to keep
kids of all ages entertained at
www.thisisdurham.com

Details of how
to enter are on
page 2
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Week 1

Wild and wonderful
Enjoy a
family outing
this summer
at Beamish
Wild’s treetop
adventure
– perfect for
those with a
head for heights. Daredevils will find
rope bridges,
four zip-wires,
swinging tyres and
an awesome
free-fall experience
and the chance to
try their hand at
archery.
Or you could try
hiking or biking through Hamsterley
Forest or kayaking or paddle boarding
at Seaham Activity Centre.
Hit the track at Top Gear Karting or get
your adrenaline pumping with abseiling
at Moor House Adventure Centre or
caving at Weardale Adventure Centre.

a Beamish Wild
experience
For the chance to win an archery
session and high ropes experience for
five people, simply tell us: how many zip
wires are in the Beamish Wild course?
www.beamishwild.co.uk
Experience must be redeemed by 31 Dec 2019.
Advance booking required & subject to availability.
Activity restrictions: Min age 10 / Min height 4ft 5in
/ Max weight 18st.
Experience is non-transferable and may
not be exchanged for cash or other
products/services.

24

Week 2

Big
name
bands

Top artists, delicious food, a fun fair,
yoga, comedy and a whole range of
activities for the family can all be found
at this year’s Hardwick Live Festival
on Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 August.
It’s the summer event you won’t want
to miss, with performances from the
likes of Manic Street Preachers, James,
The Zutons, Lisa Stansfield, Stiff Little
Fingers, Ziggy Marley and more.
Enjoy a fantastic day out for all ages,
with street performers, a circus school,
storytelling and workshops.

a family ticket
to Hardwick Live
For the chance to win two adult
tickets and two children’s tickets
(under 18) for Saturday or Sunday,
answer the following question and let
us know which day you would like to
attend: who is Ziggy Marley’s
famous father?
www.hardwicklive.co.uk

Week 3

Explore a museum
County Durham
is home to several
award-winning
museums all
offering a fantastic
family experience.
Discover the history of the railways at
Locomotion, take a guided tour of a
Victorian lead mine at Killhope or meet
faces from the past at Beamish, The
Living Museum of the North.
There’s also The Bowes Museum, the
Durham Light Infantry collection at
Palace Green Library and Durham
University’s Oriental Museum to explore.

Week 4

Whatever the
weather
We’re all hoping the sun will shine
this summer but you can’t always rely
on the weather, so it’s a good job that
there’s plenty to keep families busy
even on rainy days.
Try your hand at rock climbing at
Durham Climbing Centre or pop
into a pottery painting studio for a
more creative few hours.
Film fans can
head to Empire
Theatre and
Cinema, Consett,
Bishop Auckland
Town Hall or
Gala Cinema,
Durham, for
movies and shows to keep the
whole family entertained.

a children’s
climbing lesson

a family ticket
for a train ride
To be in with a chance of winning a
family ticket (for two adults and up to
three children) for a train ride (worth up
to £12) on any of Locomotion’s 2019
standard passenger operating days,
tell us: where was the Flying Scotsman
built?
www.locomotion.org.uk

For the chance to win a children’s
climbing lesson for two, simply tell
us: where is Durham Climbing Centre
located?
www.durhamclimbingcentre.co.uk

Prize cannot be used for Flying Scotsman
or Santa services.
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Week 5

Get sporty
The summer
holidays are a great
time to get out and
get active.
Our county has a
range of venues
offering a huge variety of sports and
activities that can be enjoyed even if the
weather decides not to play along.
From football to dodgeball, or cycling
and snorkelling, the kids can pick their
favourites or try something new.
Check out our leisure centre listings on
pages 28 to 37 to find out more.
Or, if spectator sports are more your
thing, we’re giving away a family cricket
pass.

Week 6

Go back
in time
Get to grips with
some history during
the holidays. Experience life as a
Roman with exciting re-enactments at
Binchester Roman Fort or enjoy a
stroll around the impressive medieval
Raby Castle and its 200-acre deer park.
A guided tour of Durham Castle or fun
in the grounds of Finchale Priory or
Barnard Castle can really fuel
children’s imaginations while the
whole family can learn all about the
Vikings at Durham Cathedral’s newest
exhibition. While you’re there, why not
take a trip up its recently refurbished
central tower for amazing views over
the city?

a family ticket
for Durham
Cathedral

a family
cricket pass
For the chance to win a family
cricket pass for four people, for T20
Vitality Blast games on 31 July, 2, 11, 15,
23 and 27 August at Emirates Riverside,
tell us: what sort of animal is Durham
Jets mascot Chester?
Visit www.durhamcricket.co.uk
for match information.
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For a chance to win a family ticket
to climb Durham Cathedral’s newly
reopened central tower, simply tell us:
how tall is Durham Cathedral’s central
tower?
www.durhamcathedral.co.uk
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To see more great offers and to download the Diggerland Durham voucher visit gonortheast.co.uk/bigdaysout

Cold water shock can kill.
If you go into cold water such as rivers, lakes, reservoirs
and quarries, this could be deadly...
#dyingtobecool
Supported by

#CampaigningforCam
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Swimming
Treat the kids to a splashing time this summer with our action-packed
pool programmes.

Splashtots and
Little Ducklings
(0-5 years)
Water toys offer little ones a
great introduction to swimming.
Sessions are specifically for
younger children and are
offered on a pay as you go basis.
Available at all leisure centres (except
Freeman’s Quay).
Ready, Sett, Splash
(2-6 years)
Help your little one build their confidence
in the pool. Ready, Sett, Splash offers 30
minutes instructor-led fun and games
followed by 30 minutes of free time.
Available at Newton Aycliffe Leisure
Centre and Woodhouse Close Leisure
Complex.
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Fun sessions
(All ages)
Featuring rafts and floats,
our family fun sessions are
a great way to keep the
kids entertained. Sessions
take place in the small
pool for little ones aged
up to eight years and in
the main pool for older
children. Available at all
leisure centres (except
Freeman’s Quay).
Fun, Slide and Splash
(All ages)
Join wave, slide and splash sessions at
Spennymoor Leisure Centre or fun and
slide sessions at Consett Leisure Centre
for guaranteed fun.

Photo: WV Active

Bilston – Bert Wil
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Activities

Toy Story inspired
swim sessions
(3-11 years)
Each 45 minute session
includes 10 fun and exciting
activities, inspired by the magic of
Disney storytelling, and endless family
fun! Available at The Louisa Centre,
Stanley and Spennymoor Leisure Centre.

Inflatable sessions
(8-14 years)
Our pool based inflatable challenges
will help keep the kids active during
the summer holidays.

More details of swim activities at your
local leisure centre can be found on pages
30 to 37.

Available at Chester-le-Street Leisure
Centre, The Louisa Centre, Stanley,
Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre,
Woodhouse Close Leisure Complex.

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/swimming
or download the thrive active
swim app for the latest swimming
pool timetable information.

Swimming
crash courses
Help build your child’s
confidence in the pool with
our summer holiday swimming
crash courses – visit

www.durham.gov.uk/
swimming
for more information.
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Leisure centres
We have leisure centres around the
county, offering a wide range of
events and activities, for visitors of
all ages.
From making a splash in the pool to
dodgeball and trampolining, there’s
plenty to keep youngsters active and
entertained over the holidays.
Not sure where to start? Our multi-sport
camps are a great way for youngsters to
try out a new sport and have fun. Camps
include a range of activities from tennis
and trampolining to football and cricket,
there are lots of new activities to try.
Plus, get active with your teenager at
one of our fitness classes. Selected classes
are suitable for 14 and 15 year olds who
are supervised by an adult. A great
opportunity for you to spend some

Get active at your
local leisure
centre this summer

time together and get fit. Classes include
Zumba, Pilates and Metafit. To view the
whole timetable visit
www.durham.gov.uk/younglifestyles
Contact your local leisure centre to
find out more
www.durham.gov.uk/leisurecentres
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Activities

Abbey Leisure Centre
Abbey Road, Pity Me, Durham, DH1 5DQ.
03000 266 443
www.durham.gov.uk/abbeyleisurecentre

Soft play
Monday to Thursday, 9am-11.30am
For 0-5 yrs
£1.50 for first child and £1 additional children.

Check out our Young Lifestyles fitness class
timetable for activities.

Consett Leisure Centre
Medomsley Road, Consett, DH8 5HU.
03000 262 499
www.durham.gov.uk/consettleisurecentre

Multi-sport camp
Monday 5 to Friday 9 August, 10am-3pm
and Monday 19 to Friday 23 August, 10am-3pm
6 to 12 yrs. £10 per day or £40 per week. Advance
booking is advisable.

Football camp
Monday 29 July to Friday 2 August, 10am-3pm
and Monday 12 to Friday 16 August, 10am-3pm
6 to 12 yrs. £10 per day or £40 per week.

Soccer Tots
Every Friday from 26 July to 23 August
1pm-1.45pm, 4 to 6 yrs; 2pm-2.45pm, 18 months to 4 yrs
£3.

Dodgeball
Every Tuesday from 23 July to 20 August
1pm-2pm, 5 to 7 yrs; 2pm-3pm, 7 to 11 yrs
£3.50.
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Chester-le-Street Leisure Centre
Burns Green, Chester-le-Street, DH3 3QH.
03000 266 444
www.durham.gov.uk/clsleisurecentre

Soft play
Monday to Friday,
9am-7pm
Saturday and Sunday,
9am-4pm
For 0-5 yrs
£2.60 for first child and
£1 additional child.

Check out our
Young Lifestyles
fitness class
timetable for
activities.

Meadowfield Leisure Centre
John Street North, Meadowfield, DH7 8RS.
03000 266 445
www.durham.gov.uk/meadowfieldleisurecentre

Check out our Young Lifestyles fitness class
timetable for activities.

Freeman’s Quay Leisure Centre
Walkergate, Durham, DH1 1SW.
03000 268 488
www.durham.gov.uk/freemansquayleisurecentre

Check out our Young Lifestyles fitness class
timetable for activities.
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Activities

Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre
Beveridge Arcade, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4EH.
03000 266 446
www.durham.gov.uk/newtonaycliffeleisurecentre

Pool Party

Friday swim clinics

Thursday 29 August
2.30pm-3.30pm
Normal admission prices apply.

Front crawl – 9 August and Friday 30 August
Breast stroke – 16 August
Back crawl – 23 August
3pm-3.30pm
For swimmers at stage 4-7. Improve your
swimming with our half hour swim clinics,
each focussing on a different stroke. £4.60.

Fin session
Every Tuesday from 23 July to 27
August, 9.30-10.15am
Learn to swim with fins on your feet.
Children must be at stage 5 and able
to swim 25 metres. £3.60.

Check out our Young Lifestyles
fitness class timetable for activities.

Louisa Centre
Front Street, Stanley, DH9 0TE.
03000 262 444
www.durham.gov.uk/thelouisacentre

Soccer Tots

Soft play

Every Friday from 26 July
to 23 August
10am-10.45am, 18 months
to 4 yrs
11am-11.45am, 4 to 6 yrs
£3.

Sunday to Friday
8am-7.30pm
Saturday
8am-4.30pm
The Louisa
Lagoon for 5+
years – up to 4’9”.
The Little Lagoon
for under 5 years.
£3 for 30 minutes
play.

Dodgeball
Every Tuesday from 23 July
to 20 August
10am-11am, 5 to 7 yrs
11am-12 noon, 7 to 11 yrs
£3.50.
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Seaham Leisure Centre
Deneside Recreation Ground,
Laurel Avenue, Seaham, SR7 8NP.
0191 581 6366
www.1life.co.uk
Seaham Leisure Centre is managed by
1Life in partnership with us.

Multi-sports activity camp
For 5 to13 yrs
Dates of camps are to be confirmed. Please contact
reception for further information.
Cricket, gymnastics, rugby, football, dodgeball,
swimming session, arts and crafts, bouncy castle
and other games. Bring a packed lunch and plenty
to drink.

Gymnastic camps
For 5 to13 yrs
Dates of camps are to be confirmed. Please contact
reception for further information.
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Peterlee Leisure Centre
St Cuthbert’s Way, Peterlee, SR8 1AF.
0191 586 2400
www.1life.co.uk

Peterlee Leisure Centre is managed by
1Life in partnership with us.

Multi-sports activity camp
Monday to Friday from 22 July to 30
August (except bank holiday Monday),
9am-5pm
For 5 to13 yrs
Cricket, gymnastics, rugby, football,
dodgeball, swimming session, arts and
crafts, bouncy castle and other games.
Bring a packed lunch and plenty to
drink. £10 per day or £50 a week.
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Gymnastic camps
For 5 to13 yrs
Dates of camps are to
be confirmed. Please
contact reception for
further information.

Activities

Riverside Leisure Complex
Riverside South, Chester-le-Street, DH3 3SJ.
03000 266 477
www.durham.gov.uk/riversideleisurecomplex

Check out our Young Lifestyles fitness class
timetable for activities.

Spennymoor Leisure Centre
High Street, Spennymoor, DL16 6DB.
03000 261 161
www.durham.gov.uk/spennymoorleisurecentre
Please book all sessions in advance.

Young Lifestyle Zumba and Bootcamp
From Monday 22 July to Monday 2 September,
11am-12 noon
For 11 to 15 yrs. £4.20 or free for members.

Did you know...
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Dodgeball and swim
Tuesday 13 August
10am-11am dodgeball, then 11am-12 noon swim.
Wednesday 21 August
1pm-2pm dodgeball, then 2pm-3pm swim.
8yrs and over. £5.

Fin session
Wednesday 24 July and 14 August, 9am-9.45am
Learn to swim with fins on your feet. Children must
be in stage 5 and able to swim 25 metres. £3.60.

Rookie lifeguard
Wednesdays 24 July to 14 August, 9.45am-10.30am
Children must be in stage 5 and able to swim
25 metres. £5.

Check out our Young Lifestyles fitness class
timetable for activities.
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Shildon-Sunnydale Leisure Centre
Middridge Lane, Shildon, DL4 2EP.
03000 266 448
www.durham.gov.uk/shildonsunnydaleleisurecentre

Check out our Young Lifestyles fitness class timetable for activities.

Woodhouse Close Leisure Centre
Woodhouse Lane, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6JX.
03000 261 322
www.durham.gov.uk/woodhousecloseleisurecomplex

Junior fit camp
Every Tuesday, 3.45pm-4.30pm
10 to 15 yrs
£3.60, free to members.

Family fun aqua aerobics
Tuesday 23 and 30 July, 2pm-3pm
0-17 yrs, pool supervision ratio applies.
Normal admission charges apply.

Swim improvement sessions
Tuesday to Friday
23 to 26 July
30 July to 2 August
6 to 9 August
13 to 16 August
20 to 23 August
Skill improvement, 11am-11.30am
Stroke improvement, 11.30am-12 noon
Four-day improvement courses for ages 6 and over.
Must be booked in advance.
£18.40.

Check out our Young Lifestyles fitness class
timetable for activities.
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Activities

Teesdale Leisure Centre
Strathmore Road, Barnard Castle, DL12 8DS.
03000 260 862
www.durham.gov.uk/teesdaleleisurecentre
Please book all sessions in advance.

Tivity Tots
Every Monday (except Bank Holidays),
9.30am-11am
0 to 5 yrs. £2.60 (sibling discount £1 per child).

Trampoline camp
Monday 29 July and Thursday 8 August,
1pm-4pm
Tuesday 20 August, 9am-12 noon
For 5 yrs and over. Limited spaces available. £10.

Dodgeball
Tuesdays 30 July, 13 and 27 August,
2pm-3pm
5 to 11 yrs. £3.

Football camp
Thursday 25 July, 8 and 22 August,
1pm-4pm
5 to 11 yrs. £10.

Multi-sports camp
Thursday 1, 15 and 29 August, 1pm-4pm
5 to 11 yrs. £10.

Junior fitcamp
Every Thursday, 4pm-4.45pm
8 to 11 yrs. £2.

Water confidence class

Mondays 22 and 29 July, 5, 12 and 19 August
Thursday 25 July, 1, 8, 15 and 22 August,
2.30pm-3pm
3 to 4 yrs. £4.60.

Snorkelling
Tuesday 23, Thursday 25 and Tuesday 30
July, Thursday 1 August, 9.30am-10.30am
For strong swimmers who can swim
50 meters. Shoe size needed on booking.
£4.20.

Stroke improvement sessions
Tuesday 6 and Thursday 8 August,
9.30am-10am
For ages 5 yrs and over. Children must be
competent swimmers in deep water.
£4.60.

Skill improvement sessions
Tuesday 13 and 20 and Thursday 15 and 22
August, 9.30am-10am
For shallow water swimmers age 5 yrs and over.
£4.60.

Check out our Young Lifestyles
fitness class timetable for activities.
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Indoor rock climbing at
Durham Climbing Centre
Summer Camps

'

Includes breakfast club and afternoon tea!
10% Sibling Discount
22nd July - 26th July
2 9 th Ju ly -2 n d August

° P e n 7 days
a week

12th - 16th August
19th - 23rd August
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26 OULY-12 AUGUST

FREE ENTRY/FREE PARKING
Visit locomotion.org.uk for détails
of them ed events and activities

Suitable for adults and children âge 2+
Durham Climbing Centre, St John's Road,
Meafitoyfield Industrial Estate, Durham, DH7 8TZ.
www.durhamclimbingcentre.co.uk 0191 378 9555

S hildon, County Durham DL4 2RE
0 1 9 0 4 685780 info@ locom otion.org.uk

DURHAM
CRICKET

QtSCQVCK FAàtUŸ fON
SBASON T!CK£TS
7GAMESFÛRC70
JUNIOR SEASON TICKET £20
U5’S FREE
INDIVIDUAL MATCH TIKCETS ÀLSO AVAILABLE

GROUP SALES 10+ TICKETS: 07702514091
d u r h a m c r i c k e t . c o .u k
£ MIRATES RIVERSIDE, CHESTER LE STREET
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te
The Ultima
Tree Top
Adventure

BOOK AT
WWW.BEAMISHWILD.CO.UK
OR CALL 01207 233 733

THE COURSE HAS A MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENT OF 10, MIN HEIGHT OF 4FT 5IN AND MAX WEIGHT 18ST. DISCOUNT NOT VALID IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER
OFFERS OR FOR ANY PACKAGES. DISCOUNT APPLIES TO ONLINE BOOKINGS ONLY.
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What’s on

July to September

The Witham, Barnard Castle

The Bowes Museum

www.thewitham.org.uk 01833 631 107

www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk
01833 690 606

Saturday 27 July,
1.30pm
Jack and the
Beanstalk
Expect surprises and
beautiful images as
Patrick Lynch, from CBeebies, tells this classic
story. Age 3+. £8 adult, £6 child, £22 family.

Saturday 24 August,
1.30pm
Grease Sing-along (PG)
Join the singing and dancing
world of Grease, the most
successful movie musical of
all time. Fancy dress
encouraged. £5 adult, £4 for 16 and under.

Friday 6 September,
8pm
Beatlemania
One of the longest
running and most
successful Beatles
shows in the world recreates the legendary
live performances of the ‘Fab Four’. £18.

Saturday 20 July to Sunday 3
November
Pirates, Pants and
Wellyphants
Immerse yourself in illustrator
Nick Sharratt’s world and meet the
characters he has created including
Tracy Beaker and Pirate Pete. You
can also dress up as a pirate and
find the Wellyphant. Admission
charges apply.

Until 13
October
Lego:
Building
The
Bowes
Museum
See the museum’s history and
collection recreated in Lego. Build
objects from the collection and
learn how the museum was built.
Museum admission applies

AGRICULTURAL SHOWS
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Lanchester
Sunday 7 July
£3-£7, under 3s go free.
www.lanchestershow.com

Weardale (St John’s Chapel)
Saturday 31 August
£3-£6
www.weardale-show.co.uk

Sedgefield
Saturday 10 August
£5-£7, under 5s go free.
www.sedgefieldshow.co.uk

Peterlee
Saturday 31 August and
Sunday 1 September
Free. www.peterlee.gov.uk/
peterlee-show

Wolsingham
Saturday 7 and Sunday
8 September
£4-£10, under 5s go free.
www.wolsinghamshow.co.uk

What’s on

REGULAR EVENTS

Beamish Museum
www.beamish.org.uk 0191 370 4000
Thursday 11 to Sunday
14 July
Festival of 50s
Rock ‘n’ roll along to this
fabulous celebration of
all things 50s. Enjoy
fantastic food, fashion
and fun.

Saturday 20 July to Wednesday 28
August
Summer of Fun
Every day during the school holidays
there’ll be amazing activities taking
place for all the family to enjoy.

Thursday 29 August
to Sunday 1 September
Dig for Victory

Second and Fourth
Tuesday monthly (except
August), 10am-12 noon
Spennymoor Probus
Club

Tudhoe Cricket Club,
St Charles Road,
Spennymoor
Free. Coffee and chat for
retired/semi-retired people,
with local speakers on a
variety of subjects.
Non-members welcome.
www.SpennymoorProbus
Club.org.uk

Every Wednesday from
24 July to 28 August,
10.30am-12.30pm and
1.30pm-3.30pm
Wild Wednesdays

Bowlees Visitor Centre in
Upper Teesdale
A different activity each
week, from den building and
river dipping to campfire
cooking and arty adventures.
Ages 4-13. £3 per child.
Book on 01833 622 145 or
www.northpennines.org.uk

Learn the story of life on the
Home Front and the vital
support role the British
countryside played during
the Second World War.
Museum admission applies

AGRICULTURAL SHOWS
Beamish Museum
Thursday 12 to Sunday 15
September
Free with normal admission
charge. www.beamish.org.uk
Bowes Village
Saturday 14 September
£2-£5, under 5s go free.
www.bowesshow.org.uk

Egglestone
Saturday 21 September
£2-£8, under 5s free.
www.egglestonshow.co.uk
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July to September

Every Thursday during term
time from 5 September,
10am-12 noon
Baby and Toddler
group
School Aycliffe Community
Centre
A weekly selection of toys
and a sticking activity,
with juice, toast and fruit
for children.
£1 per child under 1,
£2 for 1 year to school age.

The Festival Players Theatre
Company performs
Much Ado About Nothing

Sunday 8 September,
5.30pm
Attic Door Productions
performs
Wind in the Willows
Various prices.
0191 384 8028
www.crookhallgardens.co.uk
JULY

Until Sunday 8 September,
Wednesday to Sunday,
10am-4pm
Exhibition: The Origins
of British Landscape
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The Auckland Project,
Market Place,
Bishop Auckland
Including masterpieces by
Gainsborough and Stubbs.
Admission prices apply.
www.aucklandproject.org
ssion

Free Admi
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Sunday 28 July, 6.30pm

The Handlebards perform
The Tempest

Town Hall, High Street,
Spennymoor
A walking trail around
locations in the town that
were significant to Norman
Cornish. Digital version
available for smartphones.
Free. 01388 815 276
www.spennymoor-tc.gov.uk

l
or Town Hal
Spennymo
High Street
or
Spennymo
DL16 6DG
815276
Tel 01388
gov.uk
nymoor-tc.
www.spen

Crook Hall and Gardens,
Durham

Tuesday 13 August,
6.30pm

Ongoing
Norman Cornish
Exhibition and Trail

SPENNY

Theatre in the Gardens

es:
Opening
Mon to Fri
12pm to 4pm
Sat
10am to 2pm

Until Saturday 28
September
The Vikings in
Northumbria

Open Treasure, Durham
Cathedral
Artefacts tell the story of the
Vikings, from raiders and
plunderers to traders and
settlers who left their mark
on the region. £2.50-£7.50.
0191 338 7178
www.durhamcathedral.co.uk

Friday 12 and Saturday 13
July, 7.15pm
Phoenix Productions –
The A-Z of Musicals
Seaham Town Hall,
Stockton Road, Seaham
£8 adults, (£10 on the door)
£6 under 12s, family ticket
available. 0191 581 7231
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
phoenixproductions
northeast

Saturday 13 July,
10am-5pm
Fun Dog Show

East Durham College,
Houghall Campus, Durham
In aid of the Great North Air
Ambulance. Classes for
pedigree and crossbreed
dogs, novelty classes and
also handling and
obedience. Enter on the day.
Free entry. £1 per class to
enter. 07783 146 476
www.durhamcountydogs.
webs.com

What’s on

Wednesday 17 and 24 July,
1pm-3pm
St Thomas Church Hall,
Stanhope

Thursday 18 and 25 July,
6.15pm-8.15pm
St Andrews Church, Dawson
Street, Crook

Art classes

Explore the iconic railway
posters of the 30s and 40s
and design your own.
Beginners welcome. Tutor
has advanced Makaton
training. £7.50 per session.
07551 972 424
www.susannaheath.com

Thursday 18 to Sunday 28
July
‘Hush’ a temporary art
installation by Steve
Messam

Bales Hush, Newbiggin,
Upper Teesdale
Commissioned by the North
Pennines AONB Partnership
and funded by Arts Council
England and the National
Lottery Heritage Fund.
Limited road access, please
park at Bowlees Visitor
Centre and walk if able.
01833 622 145
www.northpennines.org.uk

Thursday 18 and Friday
19 July, 7.15pm
The Pirates of
Penzance

Lanchester Methodist
Church
Lanchester Choral Society
perform ‘The Pirates of
Penzance’ by Gilbert and
Sullivan. Tickets £9
including refreshments.
01207 521 458 or
01207 290 822

Thursday 18 July, 7.30pm
Edinburgh Previews –
Tom Rosenthal &
Lloyd Griffith

The
Witham,
Barnard
Castle
Tom
Rosenthal,
star of
Friday
Night Dinner
and Plebs, discusses his
manhood, or lack thereof.
Lloyd Griffith, host of Soccer
AM, tries out some new
jokes. For ages 16+. £12.
01833 650 930
www.funnywaytobe.com

Friday 19 July,
6pm-8.30pm
School’s Out Family
Fun Evening

Scarth Hall, Staindrop
Treasure hunt around the
village then back to the hall
for a disco. Various prizes to
win, and refreshments on
sale. £4 per family.
07881 248 478
www.scarthhall.co.uk

Friday 19 to Sunday 21 July
Seaham Carnival
Terrace Green, Seaham

Film screenings

Friday: 6pm Mamma Mia!
Here we go again,
8pm Bohemian Rhapsody.
Saturday: 12 noon
Christopher Robin,
2pm Mary Poppins Returns

Saturday evening and
Sunday morning:

performances from local
bands.

Sunday from 2pm:

tribute acts including
Simon and Garfunkel,
Robbie Williams,
The Beautiful South,
Stevie Wonder, The Police,
Freddie Mercury,
David Bowie.
Fairground rides and food
and craft stalls. Free.
0191 581 8034
www.seaham.gov.uk
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July to September

Saturday 20 July, 7.30pm
Samling Academy
Summer Concert:
Come into the Garden

The Witham, Barnard Castle
From Renaissance madrigals,
to German Romantics, to the
great flowering of English
song in the twentieth
century, young singers from
Samling Academy present a
semi-staged programme of
song and poetry inspired by
the language of flowers.
£14, £10 concessions.
www.samling.org.uk

Saturday 20 July, 1.30pm
The Very Hungry
Caterpillar

Empire Theatre and Cinema,
Consett
Featuring 75 lovable
puppets, faithfully adapting
four of Eric Carle’s stories.
£13.50, £11.50 under 16s,
£46 family.
03000 262 400
www.empireconsett.co.uk

Saturday 20 July, 7pm
Music for a summer’s
evening

St Andrew’s Church,
Spennymoor
In aid of Solan Connor
Fawcett Family Cancer Trust
Sacred and secular favourites
from the past 500 years with
the choir of St Andrew’s and
instrumental and vocal
soloists. £6 adults, £3
concessions inc. glass of
wine and nibbles, available
on the door.

Tuesday 23 July,
10.30am-4pm
Needle Felting
workshop

Greenfield Arts, Greenfield
Way, Newton Aycliffe
Try needle felting with
Victoria Ramsay and create
your own needle felt piece to
take away, suitable for all
levels. £40. 01325 379 048
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk

Sunday 25 and Monday 26
August, 10am-4pm
Superheroes Event

Crook Hall and Gardens,
Durham
Games with Batman, Thor
and Wonder Woman, stories
with Wonder Woman,
treasure hunt and photos
with the Joker. £8 adults,
£7.50 concessions, £5 child,
under 3s free, family ticket
available. 0191 384 8028
www.crookhallgardens.co.uk

Friday 26 July, 3pm-11pm
Teesdale World Food
and Drink Festival

TCR Hub, Barnard Castle
Family festival with live music
and food stalls from around
the world. Tickets £6 from:
01833 690 150
www.tcrhub.co.uk

Friday 26 and Saturday 27
July, 10am-5pm
Sunday 28 July,
12 noon-5pm
Summer craft fair

Brancepeth Castle
Over 75 unique craft stalls
and delicious home-cooked
food. Free parking and
disabled access. £3 adults,
£2 seniors, children go free.
0191 378 9670
www.brancepethcastle.org.uk
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What’s on

Saturday 27 July to Sunday
4 August, 10am-4pm
9-day charity book sale

Pemberton Rooms,
Palace Green, Durham
15,000 high quality new and
used books, including fiction
and children’s books.
In aid of Durham Palestine
Educational Trust.
Free admission.
www.dur.ac.uk/durham.
palestine

Sunday 28 July and
Saturday 3 August,
10am-3pm
Big Bash

Low Barns Nature Reserve,
Witton-le-Wear
Pull, bash and beat
Himalayan Balsam, an
invasive plant taking space
away from native flowers
along riverbanks and
ditches. For adults and
children. Free, please
register online.
www.durhamwt.com/events

Tuesday 30 July,
10.30am-12.30pm
Summer Holiday
Activity

Greenfield Arts,
Greenfield Way,
Newton Aycliffe
Family focused craft
session with Dawn Belshaw.
Under 8s should be
accompanied by an adult.
Free. 01325 379 048
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk

Wednesday 31 July to
Saturday 3 August,
7.30pm
‘Constellations’
a play by Nick Payne

The City Theatre, Fowlers
Yard, Back Silver Street,
Durham
A young couple meet and
fall in love in a play about
free will and friendship.
£7.50. Tickets from
03000 266 600 or
www.galadurham.co.uk
AUGUST

Until Saturday 3 August,
Tuesday to Saturday,
11am-3pm
Exhibition: Trees and
Denes

Art Block, 74 Church Street,
Seaham
A multi-media exhibition
focusing on the trees and
denes of County Durham.
Free entry. 0191 649 9431
http://edan.org.uk

Sunday 4 August,
2pm-4pm
Musical Afternoon Tea

School Aycliffe Community
Centre
Enjoy music by Darlington
Wind Band with a full
afternoon tea. £10.
Book: 07929 916 725

Sunday 4 August, 2.30pm
Special Mighty Wurlitzer
concert in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Care
New Victoria Centre,
Howden-le-Wear
Top north east organist Bob
Chiliton plays in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Care.
£8 inc. refreshments.
01388 762 467
www.netoa.org.uk

Tuesday 6 to Saturday 31
August, Tuesday to
Saturday, 11am-3pm
Private Member
Exhibition:
Neida Pearson

Art Block, 74 Church Street,
Seaham
Exhibition to showcase work
by Neida Pearson.
Free entry. 0191 649 9431
http://edan.org.uk
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July to September

Tuesday 6 August,
1.30pm-3.30pm
Greenfield Arts, Greenfield
Way, Newton Aycliffe

Young song-writer

Song-writing with musician
John Melvin, with a chance
to perform to an audience.
Under 8s should be
accompanied by an adult.
Free. 01325 379 048
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk

Wednesday 7 August,
12 noon-4pm
Options Summer
Festival

Pioneering Care Centre,
Newton Aycliffe
A free event with stalls and
family entertainment.
01325 321 234
www.pcp.uk.net

Friday 9 August,
6.30pm-11pm
Party in the Park

Jubilee Park, Spennymoor
Live bands and musicians,
children’s entertainment
including inflatables, food
and drinks.
Free.
01388 815 276
www.spenny
moor-tc.gov.uk
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Monday 12 to Friday 16
August, 10am-3pm
Market activity week

Burns Green,
Chester-le-Street
Durham Constabulary,
with support from
Chester-le-Street and District
Area Action Partnership,
local councillors, Tesco Bags
of Help, County Durham
Community Foundation and
others, presents a week of
fun activities, with a
climbing wall, face painting
and much more. Free.

Friday 16
August,
7.30pm10.30pm
Creatures of the night

Bowlees Visitor Centre,
Upper Teesdale
Use bat detectors and
moth traps to discover the
creatures that come out
at night. Family friendly.
£1 child, £4 adult.
Book: 01833 622 145 or
www.northpennines.org.uk

Wednesday
21 August,
10am-1pm
Seedlings
and Saplings – Summer
Celebration

Bright Woods Forest School
CIC, Startforth, Barnard Castle
Woodland play and campfire
cooking. For ages 1 to 5.
With mud kitchen, buckets
and watering cans, stories to
read and crafts to try.
£10 child, £3.50 adults.
07399 575 253
www.facebook.com/
brightwoodsforestschool

Sunday 25 August,
12 noon to 7pm
Pirates and Princesses
Festival

Terrace Green, Seaham
Family films:
12 noon Strange Magic,
2pm Pirates of the Caribbean
– Dead Men Tell No Lies.
Craft and food stalls and
fairground rides. Free.
0191 581 8034
www.seaham.gov.uk

What’s on
SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 4 to Saturday
7 September, 7.15pm
Blood Brothers

Chester-le-Street
Community Centre
Twin boys separated at birth
become best friends, but as
they get older, the huge
difference in backgrounds
pulls them apart, with
disastrous consequences.
£8 adults, £7 concessions
and Wednesday
performance. 0191 388 3362
www.dryburntheatrical
workshop.co.uk

Thursday 5 September,
7.15pm
Cestrian Flower Club

Park View Community
Centre, Chester-le-Street
Celebrating the club’s
Golden Anniversary.
Lorena Dyer demonstrates
“A Moment in Time”
followed by refreshments
and buffet. £10.
www.cestrianflowerclub.co.uk

Wednesday 11 September,
1pm
Jazz at The Lubetkin:
Paul Edis & Graham
Hardy
The Lubetkin Theatre,
Peterlee
Trumpet player Graham
Hardy and pianist Paul Edis
perform music by Louis
Armstrong, Duke Ellington,
Miles Davis and more. £5.
0191 587 2534
www.lubetkinjazz.com

Friday 13 September, 7pm
Murder Mystery in the
Woods

Bright Woods Forest School
CIC, Startforth, Barnard Castle
An interactive Whodunnit.
Be a suspect or detective in
a great night out.
Adults only, 18+. £15.
www.facebook.com/
brightwoodsforestschool

Saturday 7 September,
11am-3pm
Town show and family
fun day

Jubilee Park, Spennymoor
Children’s rides, face
painting, balloon modelling,
farmyard animals, falconry,
live music, stalls, police
vehicles, fire engine, vintage
car display and more.
Free. 01388 815 276
www.spennymoor-tc.gov.uk
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SAVE UP TO 50% OFF
THE BRANDS YOU LOVE

PARK

ALWAYS

FREE
PARKING

OPEN
‘TIL 7PM
MON–SAT

Just off the A19, County Durham | dalton-park.co.uk

